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Intelligent Design or Chance?
I. Witness God’s Design Of Creation (Genesis 1:1-26; Psalm 19:1-4)

A. God Created Heaven and Earth (Genesis 1:1-19)
(Gen 1:1)  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

(Gen 1:2)  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

(Gen 1:3)  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

(Gen 1:4)  And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.

(Gen 1:5)  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.

(Gen 1:6)  And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.

(Gen 1:7)  And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.

(Gen 1:8)  And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.

(Gen 1:9)  And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.

(Gen 1:10)  And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.

(Gen 1:11)  And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.

(Gen 1:12)  And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

(Gen 1:13)  And the evening and the morning were the third day.

(Gen 1:14)  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

(Gen 1:15)  And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.

(Gen 1:16)  And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.

(Gen 1:17)  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,

(Gen 1:18)  And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good.

(Gen 1:19)  And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

So many people and societies, so many governments and institutions, dismiss the first chapters of Genesis as mere myth and fantasy.  Such disbelief has been part of man’s history since Eden, but the skepticism has become mainstream even in cultures that claim faith in God.  Science, a valid method of observing and learning about the physical world, has been hijacked by the deliberate agendas Satan, coupled with the flawed thoughts of sinful mankind, and used as a vehicle for obscuring truth under misdirection, “proving” the natural world is a result of random events and all apparent design is the fortunate result of statistical variation over long eons of time.  As a result, believers that cling to the spiritual inspiration of the creation account are now popularly regarded as ignorant and narrow-minded dinosaurs in this age of “progress.”  However, the Word is still true, and we are not here by mere happenstance.  The descriptions of the days of creation tell us that every aspect of the physical universe was crafted by the mind and will of God, fashioned by His Word, and established in perpetuity by His purposeful thoughts.
B. God Created Living Creatures (vv. 20-26)

(Gen 1:20)  And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.

(Gen 1:21)  And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

(Gen 1:22)  And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.

(Gen 1:23)  And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

(Gen 1:24)  And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

(Gen 1:25)  And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

(Gen 1:26)  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

Darwin notwithstanding, the genetic code of life was not written by the random combination of chemicals in a soup under a toxic primeval atmosphere.  The design and manifestation of biologic characteristics in living organisms are magnitudes of complexity beyond the capabilities of random chance, no matter how ridiculously old we assume the cosmos is.  Mathematicians can see the problem, but it seems any fact can be ignored when attempting to fabricate a God-less reason for our existence.  We are here, and plants and animal are here, so it must be true that chance can produce exquisitely designed living organisms.  There is something highly flawed with that reasoning.  The flaw originates with our desire to make God unnecessary, so we can dispense with His laws and the consequences of defying Him. 
C. The Creation Bears Witness of God (Psalm 19:1-4)

(Psa 19:1)  <To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.> The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.

(Psa 19:2)  Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.

(Psa 19:3)  There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.

(Psa 19:4)  Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,

A significant portion of evolutionary science involves scrutinizing empirical descriptions of biologic fact and interpreting them with a sort of tunnel vision, excluding every possible explanation that permits the possibility of God or a spiritual reality.  Evolution is founded firmly upon the worldview of materialism, the belief that there is no reality beyond that which can be quantified, experienced, or manipulated by tangible means accessible to the physical senses.  God is not physically tangible, therefore He does not exist.  If materialism was a true view of reality, evolution would be man’s best effort so far to understand our origins.  David knew better, as does every true believer.  We don’t see God and then experience faith.  We believe, in faith, and then we see the shouting universe proclaiming His reality.  Belief is a matter of will, and a rebellious race of men will never see truth if they don’t wish to see it.
II. Folly Of Denying God (Psalm 14:1-3; Romans 1:18-25)

A. Foolishness of Denying God (Psalm 14:1-3)

(Psa 14:1)  <To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.> The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.

(Psa 14:2)  The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.

(Psa 14:3)  They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

Belief in evolution and denial of God as creator has never brought material benefit to mankind.  You would think that after 150 years of evolutionary teaching, that fact would have sunk in by now.  Our world, in spite of the explosion of scientific knowledge, is even more chaotic and more hopeless than ever before.  Evil, oppression, disease, and the inability of people to govern even their individual brokenness have not abated one whit because intellectuals have confidently proclaimed the absence of God and the primacy of Man.
B. Natural Revelation of God (Romans 1:18-20)

(Rom 1:18)  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

(Rom 1:19)  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.

(Rom 1:20)  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

To those that look with open eyes, the reality of God permeates the natural universe.  The efforts of modern “sophisticated” cosmological theories are simply the latest in a long line of rational re-interpretations of the truth.  It is significant that the same tools the mainstream scientists use to dismiss God are used by equally erudite investigators to show the links between what we know of the natural world and the purposeful acts of the Creator.  Many scientists do believe that God created our universe, although their voice is stifled and ignored by the majority of scientific publications.
C. Willful Rejection of God (vv. 21-25)

(Rom 1:21)  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

(Rom 1:22)  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,

(Rom 1:23)  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.

(Rom 1:24)  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:

(Rom 1:25)  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

Men without God have always twisted knowledge for evil purposes.  In the past, this desire to change truth into lies resulted in pagan idol worship and hundreds of cultural variations on primitive superstition.  Now, modern men employ formidable understanding of natural processes and the latest technologic tools to fabricate a perception of the universe that projects our place in existence as purposeless and the result of random events.  According to evolution, we are of no more value than a bacterium, and perhaps it would have been better for the rest of the natural world if we had never come into existence.
III. Worship The Creator (Colossians 1:16-18; Revelation 4:11)

A. Acknowledge Christ the Creator (Colossians 1:16, 17)

(Col 1:16)  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

(Col 1:17)  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

Paul wrote confidently of his certainty in God as Creator of all things.  We can be just as confident, because the truth hasn’t changed or diminished as men have grown more prideful in knowledge.  Paul wrote here of Jesus as Creator, because Jesus was the Word at creation as He is now.  There are no exceptions, no existent thing not made to the very smallest physical component by the King of kings.  God is not a Creator, He is THE Creator.  Furthermore, He is not merely the Designer, using the universe as it was when He came along and configuring its content.  
B. Worship Christ the Creator (v. 18)

(Col 1:18)  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Just as He created the physical universe, so Jesus fashioned and birthed the Church as He did living organisms, nurturing and directing it to fulfill His purpose for growing the Kingdom of God in the hearts of mankind.  We have our life and salvation in Him alone. The vaunted claims of naturalistic evolution offer poor comfort to our souls, but He is our strength and joy.
C. Worship God the Creator (Revelation 4:11)
(Rev 4:11)  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

In the end of man’s time on earth, the eternal place of God as the Originator of all things that exist will not only be proclaimed by the hosts of heaven, but this truth will finally be acknowledged by every sentient being He has made.  Truth will win out and be the only accepted dogma then.  Until that happens, God has given us the burden of living and proclaiming that He is Creator.  We cannot allow the lies of materialism to ambush our faith or draw our children into darkness.  I know the previous statements sound a bit pompous, but accepting evolutionary theory as fact necessitates that we at least compromise the clear truth of God’s Word to fit more comfortably with the theory.  God did not merely design the universe.  He made it from nothing.
