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Jehoshaphat:  Help In Distress
I. Cry To God For Help (2 Chronicles 20:1-13)

A. An Overwhelming Threat (vv. 1, 2)

(2Ch 20:1 KJV)  It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle.

(2Ch 20:2 KJV)  Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they be in Hazazontamar, which is Engedi.

Jehoshaphat was the son of Asa, the subject of last week’s lesson.  Asa had led his people back to God from idolatry.  He acted pridefully and foolishly in his last years, bringing trouble on the nation, but he is remembered for his heart for God.  He taught his son well.  Jehoshaphat continued the war against idolatry in Judah, and he sent out Levites and priests to teach the law of God to the people.  He was not perfect.  He suffered the rebuke of Jehovah for making an alliance with Ahab, king of Israel.  However, he and Judah reaped the blessings of God as they sought His will.  Then came the crisis discussed in this lesson.  The ancient enemies of Judah, Moab and Ammon, allied themselves together to destroy Judah.  Simultaneously, the Edomites sent a large army against them also.
B. Fasting and Prayer (vv. 3-11)

(2Ch 20:3 KJV)  And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.

(2Ch 20:4 KJV)  And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.

(2Ch 20:5 KJV)  And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court,

(2Ch 20:6 KJV)  And said, O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to withstand thee?

(2Ch 20:7 KJV)  Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever?

(2Ch 20:8 KJV)  And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying,

(2Ch 20:9 KJV)  If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.

(2Ch 20:10 KJV)  And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and destroyed them not;

(2Ch 20:11 KJV)  Behold, I say, how they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast given us to inherit.

Jehoshaphat followed the only wise course of action possible in the nightmarish situation that confronted him and the nation.  The regional military maneuvers were in no way either their fault or under their control, but they threatened devastation to Judah.  What do we do when we run full tilt into a buzz saw of tribulations?  Jehoshaphat decided to lay all else aside and seek the direction and favor of Jehovah.  He had faith to believe God was the Master in control, and that He would hear and respond.  He sought God for himself first, and then commanded a national fast, gathering the people together to cast themselves upon the mercy of Jehovah.  Jehoshaphat stood in the place of Solomon at the dedication of the Temple and referenced Solomon’s prayer on that day.  He knew that Judah still stood generations later by the grace of God alone, and he invoked the pleas and covenants of his forebears.  We can also be assured that the same One that kept our ancestors and those in the faith before us, will keep us when we are at a loss.
C. Waiting on God (vv. 12, 13)

(2Ch 20:12 KJV)  O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.

(2Ch 20:13 KJV)  And all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their children.

Jehovah was not a proud king.  He publicly acknowledged his inability to protect Judah from the massive threat against them, and he simply stated the only thing they could actually do.  That one thing was to fasten their eyes on their God and wait on His good pleasure.  Sounds like a simple act, but how hard it is for self-sufficient human beings to surrender their plans and their urge to act on their own behalf, to Another, trusting Him for the whole answer.
Our human perception is so limited that we seldom can see the best course ahead for desperate situations.  We cannot merely desire God’s mind and input for those times.  We have to know we will perish unless He takes the wheel and guides us through the storm. 

II. Follow God’s Plan (2 Chronicles 20:14-19)

A. God Hears and Answers (vv. 14, 15)

(2Ch 20:14 KJV)  Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the congregation;

(2Ch 20:15 KJV)  And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.

Sometimes God expects us to exercise patience, waiting far past human reasoning to see His will and work in our circumstances.  However, there are times when the answer will come quickly.  The Father knows when we need a quick response.  The crisis faced by Judah called for that immediacy.  Jehovah spoke through a prophet to assure His people of His attention and intentions to protect them.  He lifted the responsibility for handling the threat from their shoulders and let them know it was His fight.  God never loses.  If we are willing to let Him fight our battles, we will never lose, even when it appears we have done precisely that.
B. God Gives Direction for Victory (vv. 16, 17)

(2Ch 20:16 KJV)  To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel.

(2Ch 20:17 KJV)  Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the LORD will be with you.

Surrendering to the will of God emphatically requires obedience to His direction.  No matter how trivial or silly His instructions may sound at the moment, no matter how far we have to step out of our comfort zone to comply, victory waits at the end of the obedient path.  The people were desperate and willing to struggle for their survival, but God told them to set themselves in place and enjoy the show!  They were not to lift one weapon against their enemies.
C. God Is Praised (vv.18, 19)

(2Ch 20:18 KJV)  And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the LORD, worshipping the LORD.

(2Ch 20:19 KJV)  And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with a loud voice on high.

Notice how different is the response of a people whose heart has been given to their God, from the stubborn Israelites fresh from the pagan darkness of Egypt.  Instead of murmuring in fear, they prostrated themselves before God in worship.  The physical crisis still faced them, but they chose to believe the word of Jehovah and praise Him before the fact.  You can search the Old Testament accounts of other crises faced by Israel and Judah, and it will be obvious that every time the people adopted this worshipful acceptance of the will of Jehovah, the outcome was blessing and victory, without regard to the specific trials they faced.
III. Trust God To Deliver (2 Chronicles 20:20-30)

A. Challenged To Have Faith (vv. 20, 21)

(2Ch 20:20 KJV)  And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.

(2Ch 20:21 KJV)  And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.

Jehoshaphat was wise enough in his leadership to know that his people needed frequent encouragement and exhortation to maintain their faith through the imminent confrontation.  Satan and our human nature are constantly tearing at our will to believe God.  Even when things are easy, we must be often reminded of the Source of our life and success.  Jehoshaphat had obviously concluded the best weapon possessed by Judah was their praise to the One that would win for them.
B. God Gives Deliverance (vv. 22-25)

(2Ch 20:22 KJV)  And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.

(2Ch 20:23 KJV)  For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another.

(2Ch 20:24 KJV)  And when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped.

(2Ch 20:25 KJV)  And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found among them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away: and they were three days in gathering of the spoil, it was so much.

The miracle happened as Judah praised.  Apparently the Ammonites and Moabites decided they hated the Edomites more than they did Judah.  The spirit of disloyalty, greed, and suspicion continued to grow as the two allies destroyed the Edomite army, then decided they would not share the expected spoils with each other either, and they turned on one another.  The end result?  The superior military forces of Judah’s enemies expended themselves to wipe each other out.  Even in that day, when armies were often more akin to large mobs than to disciplined fighting units, this was only possible through the supernatural intervention of Jehovah.  Just as He hardened the already hard heart of Pharaoh toward the Hebrew slaves to accomplish a judgmental liberation of Israel, so He allowed the darkness already in the hearts of Judah’s enemies to multiply and expand, driving them to ridiculously illogic self-destruction.
The people of Judah had as their only unpleasant task the harvesting of the spoils of a battle they did not have to fight.  The armies had decked themselves out in splendor before battle, and now their riches belonged to God’s people. 
C. God Gives Joy and Peace (vv. 26-30)

(2Ch 20:26 KJV)  And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there they blessed the LORD: therefore the name of the same place was called, The valley of Berachah, unto this day.

(2Ch 20:27 KJV)  Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over their enemies.

(2Ch 20:28 KJV)  And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the house of the LORD.

(2Ch 20:29 KJV)  And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, when they had heard that the LORD fought against the enemies of Israel.

(2Ch 20:30 KJV)  So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about.

The army of Judah had marched to the battle led by praise.  It was deliberate praise for a victory they were yet to see, but still, they praised in faith.  Now, they marched (and maybe danced!) back with the blessings of victory in their hands, praising God for the accomplished reality.  Faith in Jehovah was vindicated as it always is.  The real power of faith is not in having faith per se, but in having faith in One able to keep His word always.  The chronicler notes that after this God allowed peace to reign on His land and people.  That was perhaps the greatest benefit they accrued from this crisis, more so than the tangible riches they collected.  Jehoshaphat’s greatness stemmed from his willingness to follow God in faith and lead Judah to do the same.
