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Jesus And John The Beloved
I. Friendship And Intimacy (John 1:29, 35-40; 1 John 1:1-3)
A. Disciple of John the Baptist (John 1:29, 35-37)

(Joh 1:29 KJV)  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

(Joh 1:35 KJV)  Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples;

(Joh 1:36 KJV)  And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!

(Joh 1:37 KJV)  And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.

The theme for the next several lessons is “Friends of Jesus.”  We do not normally think of our relationship with Christ that way, although He himself declared that those that obeyed Him were His friends.  Friendship is a vital part of life.  A truly friendless person has a tough time thriving physically and emotionally, for we were created to seek and engage in voluntary relationships with other people.  Jesus wanted His disciples to know that they were not slaves or mere underlings, but they could approach Him with the same feelings of confidence and fellowship that they could have with close human friends.
The lesson today focuses on the special friendship between Jesus and John the Apostle.  John was a seeker of truth.  He had heard John the Baptist and had begun following him because he recognized the truth when he heard it.  To be a friend of Jesus means much more than acknowledgment that He was a good Teacher.  A real friend will tell us the truth about himself, us, and, the relationship.  Jesus is Truth, and being a friend of Jesus requires that we have a heartfelt motivation to embrace Truth.  When John heard the proclamation from the Baptist that Jesus was the Lamb, he immediately wanted to follow Him.

B. First Encounter With Jesus (John 1:38-40)

(Joh 1:38 KJV)  Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou?

(Joh 1:39 KJV)  He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.

(Joh 1:40 KJV)  One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.

This conversation is interesting.  By asking where Jesus lived, the two disciples of John the Baptist were requesting more than just to accompany Jesus on His walk.  They were ready to commit to a long-term communion with Jesus.  They did not stay with Him constantly, for they had families and jobs, but the commitment was made and accepted that would culminate in an ongoing, progressively deeper discipleship with the Master.
C. Witness of Jesus Christ (1 John 1:1-3)

(1Jn 1:1 KJV)  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;

(1Jn 1:2 KJV)  (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)

(1Jn 1:3 KJV)  That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

We have a distinct disadvantage when we try to understand John’s words about his fellowship with Jesus, for we did not have the exalted privilege of physically walking with and hearing His teaching, seeing with our eyes the wonders of His compassion, or experiencing His love in face-to-face conversation.  We can however trust that John knew exactly what real friendship with Jesus was like, so when he talks about the life that Jesus brought to Him and will also bring to us, we can believe that we have the same opportunity of intimate fellowship that John knew.  John and the other apostles willingly offered their lives for Christ, and we can know that He is worth just as much to us.
II. Friendship And Responsibility (John 19:26, 27; 1 John 3:16-18)

A. Responsibility for Mary (John 19:26, 27)

(Joh 19:26 KJV)  When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!
(Joh 19:27 KJV)  Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.
The charge Jesus laid on John with His last words to him before He died, gives us a strong indication of the close friendship between them.  Jesus knew He could trust His friend to care for Mary as if she were John’s own mother.  John faithfully fulfilled this responsibility from that time forward.  If we have even one friend we can trust as much as Jesus trusted John, we are blessed indeed.  On the other hand, we can trust our Friend Jesus that He will do everything for us and in us that He has promised.
B. Christ’s Love, Our Example (1 John 3:16)
(1Jn 3:16 KJV)  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

Jesus was the ultimate Example of friendship.  True friends act on one another’s behalf, from love alone.  This means that sacrifice is a normal component of true friendship.  Jesus is the Friend that sticks closer than a brother.  How good a friend are we to Him, or to fellow believers who should be our friends also?
C. Christian Love in Action (1 John 3:17, 18)

(1Jn 3:17 KJV)  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

(1Jn 3:18 KJV)  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

Friendship acts to meet the need of a friend.  Saying good words in no way fulfills the standards of friendship, unless they are accompanied by real acts of selfless love.  Jesus said the world would know we are His, if we have love for our brothers.
III. Friendship And Faith (John 20:1-9; 1 John 5:10-13)

A. Friends at Jesus’ Empty Tomb (John 20:1-5)

(Joh 20:1 KJV)  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

(Joh 20:2 KJV)  Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.

(Joh 20:3 KJV)  Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.

(Joh 20:4 KJV)  So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre.

(Joh 20:5 KJV)  And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.

Many of Jesus’ followers loved Him to an extent, but they had not achieved the high levels of friendship that Jesus offered them, at least not by the time of His crucifixion.  Mary Magdalene was definitely not part of that crowd.  Her life was wrapped up in the Master.  The loss was almost more than she could take.  The story of her experience at the tomb is one of the most stirring accounts in the New Testament.  She carried word of His disappearance back to Peter and John, who were evidently staying close to the tomb area themselves.  They could not get there fast enough.  What had happened to their Friend?
B. Faith and Friendship (John 20:6-9)

(Joh 20:6 KJV)  Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie,

(Joh 20:7 KJV)  And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.

(Joh 20:8 KJV)  Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.

(Joh 20:9 KJV)  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.

Somehow, the clear words of Jesus to them that He must suffer and rise again, had gotten no further than their ears.  Yet, their relationship with Jesus and faith in Who He said He was, was all they needed to see hope renewed in their hearts.  John saw the Light, as it were, first.  His best Friend was alive!  They were not forsaken after all.  True friendship will do all in its power to avoid leaving a friend alone.  Jesus is the Best Friend we will ever have, evens as He was to the fearful, despairing disciples.
C. Life and Fellowship in Christ (1 John 5:10-13)

(1Jn 5:10 KJV)  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.

(1Jn 5:11 KJV)  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

(1Jn 5:12 KJV)  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

(1Jn 5:13 KJV)  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

Real friendship exalts our existence.  We are better people as we cultivate friendships.  John knew that the highest relationship in his life, the relationship that actually gave him life, was his communion with Jesus Christ.  Jesus was John’s life.  John realized the enormous difference between friendship with other people, and friendship with Jesus.  Everything he was on earth and would be in eternity came from his relationship with Jesus.  It is the same with us.  We need human friends, but our very life and eternity stand on being friends with the Son of God.  He freely offers us His friendship.  Will we step up and be His friend?  Obedient faith in Him is the key to communion with Him.
