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Jesus and Simon Peter

I. Friendship And Response (Matthew 14:24-33)

A. In Peril on the Sea (vv. 24-27)

(Mat 14:24)  But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.

(Mat 14:25)  And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.

(Mat 14:26)  And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.

(Mat 14:27)  But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.
Last week’s lesson was about the friendship between Jesus and John the Apostle.  This week we are looking at the relationship between Jesus and Simon Peter.  Peter was headstrong, easily led by his impulses, and prone to overreact and create difficulties for himself and others.  His mouth was at once his best tool of expression and his worst failing.  Kind of sounds like many of us, doesn’t it? The scriptures are clear however, that the relationship he had with Jesus was deep and abiding, despite his failings.  

The disciples, in this passage from Matthew, were on the lake, while Jesus went to pray in the hills.  They had obeyed the Master, getting into the ship to travel across the water, and then a storm struck that threatened their safety.  Very early in the morning Jesus approached them, walking on the tossing waves.  They at first were panic-stricken, until He assured them Who He was.  The storm wasn’t some kind of punishment or trick; it was an opportunity for faith to grow.
B. Peter Proves Jesus’ Identity (vv. 28, 29)

(Mat 14:28)  And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.

(Mat 14:29)  And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

Peter was as usual the one that led the way.  He wanted to know for sure it was Jesus, and he trusted Him enough to know He was able to prove His identity in this miraculous way.  Do we trust Him to that extent?  Peter’s reckless faith was validated as he walked on the water just as his Master walked.
C. Peter Saved by Jesus (vv. 30-33)

(Mat 14:30)  But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

(Mat 14:31)  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?
(Mat 14:32)  And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.

truth thou art the Son of God.

At this point things became very interesting.  Peter had great faith, but he was inconsistent and unstable, much like most of us these days.  His mind became intimidated by the wind and waves, and he allowed his fear to overtake his trust.  As he sank, desperation motivated him to focus again on Jesus with a cry for help.  Jesus never had any intention of letting him drown, but He was willing to let him get thoroughly soaked and choked because he doubted.  Peter didn’t have to go through this momentary agony, but he needed the lesson in faithful persistence.
II. Friendship And Recognition (Matthew 16:13-19)

A. Jesus Recognized as the Messiah (vv. 13-16)

(Mat 16:13)  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?
(Mat 16:14)  And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

(Mat 16:15)  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?
(Mat 16:16)  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

The disciples had had abundant evidence to bolster their faith in Jesus.  They had also heard multiple theories on the identity and nature of the Master.  Jesus wanted them to understand that they must decide for themselves if He was the Truth He said He was and commit to their belief.  It is significant that it was Peter who unhesitatingly proclaimed his faith in the deity of Jesus.  Peter was not afraid to declare his commitment to Christ.  He was not one to hold back in favor of caution.  His forthrightness led to many mistakes, but it also put him in perfect position to be a champion for Jesus.
B. Knowledge by Divine Revelation (v. 17)

(Mat 16:17)  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
Jesus was clearly pleased by the bold faith of Peter, but He made it clear that Peter had not figured this out on his own;  it was a direct supernatural revelation from the Father.  Nothing we truly know about God came about from the cogitations of our intellect.  Truth about Him only comes by revelation from Him.
C. Spiritual Authority Given (vv. 18, 19)

(Mat 16:18)  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
(Mat 16:19)  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
Just as salvation is a free gift, so is revealed truth.  All the authority and privilege we have in Christ comes as He delegates them to us.  The power of believers is real because it really comes from a real relationship with a real Savior.  Because Peter was unafraid to embrace the truth revealed to him from the Father, he would act and minister in the unstoppable authority of the Son.  Jesus was quite aware of the inconsistent nature of Peter, but He knew His friend was committed to Him heart and soul.
III. Friendship And Reconciliation (John 21:4-19)

A. Jesus Gives Helpful Direction (vv. 4-8)
(Joh 21:4)  But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

(Joh 21:5)  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.

(Joh 21:6)  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

(Joh 21:7)  Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.

(Joh 21:8)  And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes.

This was the lowest point of a long list of low points for the disciples.  They had seen Jesus and knew He was alive, but in their humanity they could not see the way forward.  What were they to do for the rest of their lives?  Peter, as was often the case, set the tone for the others and decided to go back to doing what he knew best, fishing the waters of the Sea of Galilee.  They toiled futilely, producing nothing but aching backs.  Then a man on the shore, a Stranger it seemed, told them exactly where to put the net, and they harvested a rare abundance.  John realized that the Man could only be the Master.  Peter didn’t wait, but impulsively dived into the water and headed for shore.
B. Jesus Grants Merciful Provision (vv. 9-14)

(Joh 21:9)  As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.

(Joh 21:10)  Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.
(Joh 21:11)  Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.

(Joh 21:12)  Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

(Joh 21:13)  Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

(Joh 21:14)  This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.

Jesus already had a meal prepared for them when they got to the bank.  He provided hope and nourishment for them.  All our needs are important to the Master, and if we listen to Him, all our needs will be met in ways best for us.
C. Jesus Extends Gracious Restoration (vv. 15-19)

(Joh 21:15)  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.
(Joh 21:16)  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.
(Joh 21:17)  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.
(Joh 21:18)  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.
(Joh 21:19)  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.
Peter was still in a place of regret and remorse, as he alone of the disciples had vociferously denied knowing Jesus, in spite of his previous confident declarations of steadfast loyalty.  Jesus would not allow him to stay in such a condition.  The interchange between them is intriguing, more so as we see precisely what they said to each other.  Jesus challenged Peter with His questions, and Peter responded with honesty, acknowledging the failure of his love for Jesus to match the love Jesus had for him.  Jesus, in His third question, used the same word Peter used, but still commanded the same obedience, as if to say that He knew Peter had failed, but He charged him to obey with the best he could give, until he could declare his love with the same sacrificial meaning Jesus had used and had demonstrated to him.
