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Jesus and The Twelve
I. From Servants To Friends (John 15:9-17)

A. Continuing in Christ’s Love (vv. 9-11)

(Joh 15:9)  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.

(Joh 15:10)  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.

(Joh 15:11)  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

However we define our relationship with Jesus, that relationship is planted on the bedrock of love.  He loved us first, otherwise there would be on possibility of a relationship.  We have to accept His love and reciprocate with the highest love we are capable of, for He is worthy of nothing less.  Love will motivate us to obey Him.  Our obedience will not make Him love us more, for He only loves with all of Himself, but it will open our hearts to the joy of His love like nothing else can.  Complete obedience is obedience from the heart, not merely rote compliance with expected norms of behavior.  The completeness of our obedience is an accurate barometer of the level of love we have for Him.
B. The Greatest Love (vv. 12, 13)

(Joh 15:12)  This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

(Joh 15:13)  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

Genuine love moves from God to man to fellow man.  We cannot love God as much as He loves us, but we can demonstrate that we love Him deeply by freely giving to our brothers and sisters the same sacrificial love He continually feeds into us.
C. Friends of Christ Obey Him (vv. 14-17)

(Joh 15:14)  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.

(Joh 15:15)  Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.

(Joh 15:16)  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

(Joh 15:17)  These things I command you, that ye love one another.

Jesus is very clear in this passage.  Friendship with Him is a relationship higher than human friendships usually reach.  We don’t expect those we call our friends to do everything we tell them to; in fact such a relationship would normally be viewed as unhealthy and dysfunctional.  By definition of His character and nature, God always knows better than we do what we need; therefore, rigorously obeying every Word He speaks, results in our highest and best good.  He is so focused on our good that He will only call us friends if we willingly heed His commands.
II. Prayer For Union (John 17:1, 6-19)

A. Review of Finished Work (vv. 1, 6-8)

(Joh 17:1)  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

(Joh 17:6)  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

(Joh 17:7)  Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.

(Joh 17:8)  For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.

John 17 is the real Lord’s Prayer.  In this chapter, Jesus poured out His heart to the Father and expressed His hopes and desires for those that believed in Him.  It tells us just how precious we are to Him.  He was about to finish His mission on earth, and He prayed to the Father for those that would be carrying on without Him.  He knew and could say with confidence that the 11 disciples would embrace His Words and carry the Gospel to the world, just as He purposed for them.
B. Prayer:  That They May Be One (vv. 9-13)
(Joh 17:9)  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.

(Joh 17:10)  And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.

(Joh 17:11)  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.
(Joh 17:12)  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.

(Joh 17:13)  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

Jesus made an astonishing statement in verse 9.  He was about to die in pain and humiliation for the sins of all mankind, but He was only praying for those that would believe and accept Him as Lord.  Jesus had faithfully kept His disciples and true followers, now He asked His Father to keep them as He went to His death, and beyond, by virtue of the coming of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is faithful to keep us now, as He was then.  If we are lost it will not be His acts or will that brings that about.
C. Prayer:  Sanctify Them (vv. 14-19)

(Joh 17:14)  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

(Joh 17:15)  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

(Joh 17:16)  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

(Joh 17:17)  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

(Joh 17:18)  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.

(Joh 17:19)  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.

In that day, as in this, the world consisted of those individuals and institutions, both religious and secular, that was ignorant of or rejected revealed truth and acted in hatred, malice, and pride against the truth that Jesus spoke openly and daily.  There are only three categories of people in the world in relation to the Gospel of Jesus.  One is the great masses that have yet to hear the truth, two is those that have heard and that have yet to accept the truth, and three is those that have heard, rejected, and will never come to God.  There is hope for the first two categories, but none for the third.  Believers come from the first two categories and their mission is to rescue as many as possible so they don’t become part of the third category.  We are not allowed to judge which category a person is in, for only God can know that, so we are sent to all people with the message of the Gospel.  We are to represent Christ to the unbelieving world, witnesses to the power of the Gospel.  Knowing that, our high priority must be to live distinctly Christian lives, so no one around us has any question about which side of the fence we are on.  The more we blur the lines between us and the habits and mindset of the world, the less we can witness for Christ.
III. Prayer For All Believers (John 17:20-26)

A. Far-Reaching Prayer (vv. 20-23)

(Joh 17:20)  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;

(Joh 17:21)  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

(Joh 17:22)  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:

(Joh 17:23)  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

Jesus prayed for the disciples He walked with and taught, but He also prayed for all future disciples, including you and me.  We are one in Christ, not only with the current living brothers and sister in the faith, but also with all those that have passed on before and those that will come into the Kingdom later.  Unity in the Body will release the power of the Spirit for ministry.  Everything the Spirit of God does through the Church is meant for eternal purpose.  That includes the call to minister to transient physical and emotional needs.  Ministries of compassion open hearts to the Gospel so eternal life can be given.
B. Inclusive Prayer (vv. 24-26)

(Joh 17:24)  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.

(Joh 17:25)  O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.

(Joh 17:26)  And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.

Jesus had the long view.  He calls obedient believers His friends, friends not just in this life, but friends to live with Him in a heavenly kingdom.  In addition, He has friends, not close friends and so-so friends.  If you live in the Light you know, obeying the truth of the Word and the Spirit you know, there are no friends of Jesus who are better friends than you are.  He makes no differences between us.  Any differences there may be are all our own doing, results of our self-will and resistance to His purpose in us.  He wants to call all of us friends.  Are we ready to call Him our Friend in truth?
