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Jesus Betrayed and Crucified
I. Betrayed By A Disciple (Mark 14:10-21, 43-46)

A. Judas Conspires Against Jesus (vv. 10, 11)

(Mar 14:10)  And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to betray him unto them.

(Mar 14:11)  And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money. And he sought how he might conveniently betray him.

Nothing hurts worse than having some one you consider a friend, turn against you and take action to harm you.  Jesus came to pay every cost needed for our salvation.  Experiencing betrayal was a necessary part of that cost, for He redeemed us from our own acts of betrayal.  Sin is always a betrayal of the One that gave us life.  David the king knew well the pain of betrayal.  He betrayed a soldier that trusted in him, and he was the target of betrayal during many periods of his life.
(Psa 41:7)  All that hate me whisper together against me: against me do they devise my hurt.

(Psa 41:8)  An evil disease, say they, cleaveth fast unto him: and now that he lieth he shall rise up no more.

(Psa 41:9)  Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.

B. Judas Sups With Jesus (vv. 12-21)

(Mar 14:12)  And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the passover?

(Mar 14:13)  And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him.

(Mar 14:14)  And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman of the house, The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples?

(Mar 14:15)  And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: there make ready for us.

(Mar 14:16)  And his disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover.

(Mar 14:17)  And in the evening he cometh with the twelve.

(Mar 14:18)  And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, One of you which eateth with me shall betray me.

(Mar 14:19)  And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him one by one, Is it I? and another said, Is it I?

(Mar 14:20)  And he answered and said unto them, It is one of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the dish.

(Mar 14:21)  The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been born.

Jesus did nothing without telling His disciples.  His impending sacrifice was no exception.  He had warned them repeatedly about the events that would lead to His death.  In this intimate moment of fellowship He told them He would be betrayed.  The warning He spoke was both to the faithful eleven and to the unfaithful perpetrator of this deed.  Jesus displayed mercy by giving Judas a last chance to repent and turn his heart around.
C. Judas Betrays Jesus (43-45)

(Mar 14:43)  And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.

(Mar 14:44)  And he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead him away safely.

(Mar 14:45)  And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and saith, Master, master; and kissed him.

Judas chose to continue the path he was on.  He departed from the upper room and gathered those he needed to take Jesus captive.  Jesus never stopped loving Judas, even in the moment of betrayal.  Some have proposed in recent years that Jesus set up this situation to force the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies and present Him as their fulfillment.  The words Jesus spoke to Judas expose this idea for the lie it is.
Mat 26:50  And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him. 

II. Arrested And Tried (Mark 14:53-65)
A. Jesus Subjected to False Accusations (vv. 53-59)
(Mar 14:53)  And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him were assembled all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes.

(Mar 14:54)  And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the high priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fire.

(Mar 14:55)  And the chief priests and all the council sought for witness against Jesus to put him to death; and found none.

(Mar 14:56)  For many bare false witness against him, but their witness agreed not together.

(Mar 14:57)  And there arose certain, and bare false witness against him, saying,

(Mar 14:58)  We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.

(Mar 14:59)  But neither so did their witness agree together.

The people that gathered to bear witness against Jesus could not agree in their accounts, mostly because they were inventing or distorting real events and each witness lied in his own fashion.  Consensus without prior coaching is still a strong evidentiary tool in jurisprudence.  Even those that reported the same account of His statement concerning His death and resurrection, distorted the words He spoke, lacking any understanding of His actual meaning, so they also displayed significant disagreement.
B. Jesus Confirms His Identity (vv. 60-62)

(Mar 14:60)  And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee?

(Mar 14:61)  But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?

(Mar 14:62)  And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

The high priest illegally allowed the conflicting testimonies to stand and challenged Jesus to answer them.  Jesus refused to play their game.  Then came the moment of truth, literally, as the high priest confronted Jesus with His claim to be the Messiah.  At this point, Jesus could have likely saved His life by either not answering or giving a false answer.  Not only could He not lie however, His mission was to present Himself exactly as He was being challenged to do.  Therefore Jesus engaged the road to His death by clearly assenting to His identity and emphatically declaring His deity.
C. Jesus Condemned to Death (vv. 63-65)

(Mar 14:63)  Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses?

(Mar 14:64)  Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death.

(Mar 14:65)  And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with the palms of their hands.

The false accusations became moot with the open pronouncement of Jesus.  The Sanhedrin could proceed with this illegal trial believing they were justified in their acts.  The condemnation and  sentence came quickly, at which point these men viewed their mockery as appropriate.
III. Humiliated And Crucified (Mark 15:15-39)

A. Jesus Cruelly Mistreated (vv. 15-21)

(Mar 15:15)  And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified.

(Mar 15:16)  And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium; and they call together the whole band.

(Mar 15:17)  And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head,

(Mar 15:18)  And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews!

(Mar 15:19)  And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees worshipped him.

(Mar 15:20)  And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him.

(Mar 15:21)  And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.

We know that Jesus was then sent to Pilate, who attempted to avoid responsibility by assigning Him to Herod.  When that didn’t work, Pilate tried to release Jesus as a special dispensation of mercy.  The enemies of Jesus saw their plans threatened, and they incited the mob to demand His death.  Pilate capitulated to the political pressure, publicly washing his hands to declare that he wasn’t responsible for Jesus’ death, and commanded His crucifixion.  Jesus had already been beaten and mocked, and more mistreatment followed Pilate’s command.  Mark goes through the story quickly, but we have the other Gospels to fill in the gaps.  Jesus was so weakened He could not carry the cross-beam, so the soldiers conscripted a bystander to help out.
B. Jesus Crucified and Reviled (vv. 22-32)

(Mar 15:22)  And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull.

(Mar 15:23)  And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not.

(Mar 15:24)  And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take.

(Mar 15:25)  And it was the third hour, and they crucified him.

(Mar 15:26)  And the superscription of his accusation was written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

(Mar 15:27)  And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his left.

(Mar 15:28)  And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors.

(Mar 15:29)  And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days,

(Mar 15:30)  Save thyself, and come down from the cross.

(Mar 15:31)  Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save.

(Mar 15:32)  Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled him.

This is an ugly, horrifying account.  Crucifixion as the Romans practiced it was deliberately cruel and slow, to exact as much pain as possible before death.  There is nothing lovely about the cross.  The beauty is added by the One that hung there.  Because of Him, nothing is more beautiful in creation.  Our crosses, the ones He calls us to bear in His name, are not lovely either, but His touch and His involvement in the carrying bring rare beauty to our lives.
C. Jesus Died for Our Sins (vv. 33-39)

(Mar 15:33)  And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.

(Mar 15:34)  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

(Mar 15:35)  And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias.

(Mar 15:36)  And one ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see whether Elias will come to take him down.

(Mar 15:37)  And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost.

(Mar 15:38)  And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.

(Mar 15:39)  And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of God.

The whole of creation groaned with the suffering of the Creator.  Jesus withstood the physical suffering, then He experienced the greatest pain of all when the Father broke fellowship so that Jesus could become the Lamb slain for our sins.  In this instant of terrible suffering, Jesus laid down His life for you and me.  His last words were “It is finished!”  No more walls between Holy God and depraved humanity.  The sinful centurion, perhaps one of those that callously gambled for His few personal possessions, became one of the first believers as the Saviour died.  His faith in the truth was all that was needed.  It is the same for us.  When we read of Jesus’ sacrifice, will we believe also?
