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Jesus Commissions His Disciples
I. Jesus Chooses the Twelve (Mark 3:13-19)

A. Twelve Ordained to Ministry (vv. 13-15)

(Mar 3:13)  And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him.

(Mar 3:14)  And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,

(Mar 3:15)  And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils:

Jesus did not come to earth to run a solo mission.  He was the only One capable or fit to seek and save all that are lost, but He intended from the start for human beings to be at once the beneficiaries of His mission and co-workers in spreading His message.  Early in His public ministry He called 12 men to be trained and infused with the principals of the Kingdom.  These would be, except for the one traitor, the foundation of the Church.  Mark was careful to point out the supernatural calling of the disciples.  The Gospel is supernatural, so its spread and manifestation should be supernatural.
B. Peter, James, and John (vv. 16, 17)

(Mar 3:16)  And Simon he surnamed Peter;

(Mar 3:17)  And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder:

Mark first mentions the three that would constitute the inner circle of the disciples.  These three would be present and participatory in powerful events the other nine would have to hear about second-hand, but their future responsibilities would be heavier in the Church.
C. The Other Nine (vv. 18, 19)

(Mar 3:18)  And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite,

(Mar 3:19)  And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they went into an house.

Mark lists here the other nine, making a separate comment for Judas.  Jesus Himself said He had chosen a “devil.”  Why would Jesus choose the very man that would initiate His death?  Jesus said it was necessary that He be betrayed, but He gave Judas room to repent and leave that job to some one else.  The Gospel is absolutely open to all mankind, but the only ones it will benefit are those that choose to accept it.
II. Jesus Sends the Twelve (Mark 6: 7-13)
A. Sent Forth by Twos (vv. 7-9)

(Mar 6:7)  And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits;

(Mar 6:8)  And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse:

(Mar 6:9)  But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats.

When Jesus sent the twelve out for a training mission, He wanted them to trust only in Him for provision and safety.  They went equipped for the task ahead, although to an outside observer they were foolish not to provide themselves with food, funding, and spare clothing.  It was the presence of the Spirit that would provide them what they needed.  Obeying Jesus in this venture took considerable faith in Him.  Their faith was being tested, as will be ours when He calls us to obey.
B. Instructed for Ministry (vv. 10, 11)

(Mar 6:10)  And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there abide till ye depart from that place.

(Mar 6:11)  And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.

They were going as the hands, feet, and voice of God to the cities and villages.  They were to be content with the lodging and food provided.  If the people rejected them they would suffer judgment as if they had rejected God Himself.  
C. Successful Ministry (vv. 12, 13)

(Mar 6:12)  And they went out, and preached that men should repent.

(Mar 6:13)  And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them.

As Jesus commanded them, they went and preached repentance.  Their words were validated by the supernatural deliverances and healings that accompanied their message.  This is still the highest purpose of miracles today.
III. The Great Commission (Mark 16:14-20)

A. Commanded To Proclaim the Gospel (vv. 14, 15)

(Mar 16:14)  Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.

(Mar 16:15)  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

This passage is the backbone of the Church’s reason for existence.  We are not saved to only enjoy the life and blessings of the kingdom for ourselves.  The darkened world needs to hear the Gospel, and every believer is responsible for participating in the dissemination of His truth.
B. Signs Following Believers (vv. 17, 18)

(Mar 16:17)  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

(Mar 16:18)  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

The awesome manifestations of God’s power that Jesus promised were tied to the carrying out of His command to go.  We are not given access to such power and miracles to spend it on our personal desires, no matter how needy we feel.  The greatest spiritual battles will always be fought wherever the Gospel goes out to lost souls.  The promised signs would validate the message, as well as protect the messenger.
C. Mission of the Church Begun (vv. 19, 20)

(Mar 16:19)  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.

(Mar 16:20)  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

Mark, like Matthew, brings his book to a quick ending.  The believers went back to Jerusalem and waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit, then immediately began turning Jerusalem on its head as the Church multiplied.  Three years of listening to Jesus was not going to be enough on its own.  The birth of the Church was on the day of Pentecost.  We have the power we need to emulate the disciples and go in His name.  We just need to obey.
