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Jesus Foretells His Death
The lesson today is at once a topic of tragedy and painful sacrifice, and the focus of all our hope and faith.  We have the incredible privilege of seeing the completed work of salvation.  For the disciples that followed Jesus, His words of warning and prediction either seemed senseless and unnecessary, or else fraught with impending loss and fearful outcomes.  They could not yet know the joy that would blossom from the pain.
I. Death and Resurrection Foretold (Mark 8:27-33)

A. An All-Important Question (vv. 27-29)

(Mar 8:27)  And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am?

(Mar 8:28)  And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets.

(Mar 8:29)  And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ.

Jesus cared about what people thought about Him.  That sounds strange, given that we are discipled to walk according to the revealed will of God and not according to the dictates of unregenerate society, and given that He is our highest example.  Jesus never operated on popularity ratings, but yes, He did care that people knew and accepted the truth about Him.  If His disciples could not see Him as the Messiah and the Son of God, they could not follow Him to the place He was leading them.
Many people thought many things about Jesus then as now.  Peter, as spokesman for the disciples, declared what God had revealed to him about Jesus.  The only way to know, really know, Who Jesus is, is through revelation.

B. Jesus Reveals Events To Come (vv. 30, 31)

(Mar 8:30)  And he charged them that they should tell no man of him.

(Mar 8:31)  And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.

At this point it was not time for the disciples to publicly declare Jesus as the promised Messiah.  They still had much to learn before they could found this declaration on solid scripture and defend the message they would one day take all over the known world.  Part of that preparation, the most important part after acknowledging His true nature, was to learn and experience His true mission.  Some lessons are learned joyfully and with great wonder, but the knowledge of what He came to do would be a heartbreaking concept to embrace.  Mark describes the summary of Jesus’ words to His followers, but undoubtedly He expressed these hard truths in gentle, tactful specifics.  He was not out to shock these bewildered men, but to begin the journey to the Cross with them.
C. Jesus Rebukes a Carnal Attitude (vv. 32, 33)

(Mar 8:32)  And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.

(Mar 8:33)  But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men.

Peter had great love and respect for the Master.  No matter how gently Jesus couched these revelations, Peter, in his characteristic impulsive manner, was having none of it.  We have to understand this exchange to see the deeper truths.  Peter, from his heart of love, thought he was doing the right thing by chiding Jesus and rejecting the painful words of his Master.  Nevertheless, Jesus rebuked Peter in the strongest terms possible, for He wanted Peter and the other disciples to understand that the path He was to walk was vital to His mission and that resisting that path was evil at its worst.  Our feelings about a situation cannot be the determinant in how we respond, for emotions are fickle and flesh-based.
II. Discipleship Linked to The Cross (Mark 8:34-38)

A. The Call To Follow Christ (v. 34)

(Mar 8:34)  And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

The principle Jesus expounded after the uncomfortable incident with Peter is a requirement for true discipleship.  It was especially applicable for the disciples, who were struggling with Jesus’ words about His mission.  A true cross is always painful, and will always introduce loss into our lives.  To be like Jesus we must be as willing to carry the cross as He was.  For the saddened disciples this would entail following Jesus all the way to His cross.
B. Losing and Saving One’s Life (v. 35)

(Mar 8:35)  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.

The secret of the cross of Christ, and a component of every cross He calls us to, is that willing death generates life that cannot be lost.  The flesh cannot comprehend the logic of willingly dying to itself, and this is the reason we cannot follow our flesh.
C. The Value of One’s Soul (vv. 36, 37)

(Mar 8:36)  For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?

(Mar 8:37)  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

Jesus turned the usual view of gain on its head in this passage.  If we lose our eternal life, the transient things we traded it for cannot substitute for it.  Unfortunately, people in darkness cannot see this truth.  The real cost-benefit of eternity is hidden from us until the Holy Spirit opens our eyes.
III. Facing Death With Confidence (Mark 9:30, 32; 10:32-34)

A. Looking Ahead to Resurrection (9:30-32)

(Mar 9:30)  And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man should know it.

(Mar 9:31)  For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day.

(Mar 9:32)  But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him.

Jesus continued to lead His disciples in ministry, filling their minds and hearts with the principles of the Kingdom.  As He did He also continued to prepare them for the imminent fulfillment of His mission.  Sometimes we face events or conditions in our lives we simply are not ready to deal with.  We get stuck in a mindset of avoidance.  The disciples were in this place regarding the coming pain of Jesus’ crucifixion.  It may be that when the events occurred, many of the Twelve had still not confronted the issue, so it was easier to flee than stand.  Every opportunity Jesus took to make them understand was seed sown, however, and that seed would germinate and blossom after the resurrection.
B. Going To Meet Death (10:32)

(Mar 10:32)  And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should happen unto him,

Jesus was leading His disciples on the final journey to Jerusalem.  When He left the city this time it would be to go to Golgotha.  He had been open with them concerning the upcoming events.  Dread filled them as He repeated His warnings.  Perhaps they were amazed that He would so willingly go to the trials He faced.  Obviously, however, at least for the eleven, they had determined that they would go with Him regardless.  This was not a joyful journey, but absolutely necessary.  When we are facing the journey of finality or of somber decision, will we go with Him also?  For believers there is no valid alternative.
C. Anticipating the Joy of Victory (10:33, 34)

(Mar 10:33)  Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles:

(Mar 10:34)  And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again.

Jesus was being as clear to them as possible.  He hid nothing from them.  He wanted them to be as ready as they could be.  As before, He did not leave them without hope.  Just as surely as the death awaited, so did the resurrection.  If they believed His words they would have the tools they needed to endure the pain and make it to the joy.  We all wish that the important issues of our lives could be faced and conquered without pain and loss, but it is simply not what God wants for us.  Enduring pain and fastening our faith and hope on the promises of God is the path to maturity in our faith and to being conformed to His image.
