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Jesus Heals and Gives Life
I. A Demoniac Made Whole (Mark 5:1-20)
A. The Demoniac of Gadara (vv. 1-5)

(Mar 5:1)  And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.

(Mar 5:2)  And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

(Mar 5:3)  Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains:

(Mar 5:4)  Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him.

(Mar 5:5)  And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.

Demon possession is not a subject most people are comfortable discussing.  To admit it is even possible requires assenting to the concept of evil spiritual entities.  The Bible however is very clear on the actuality of demons and possession.  The account here teaches some fundamental facts about demonic possession, but also displays the absolute authority of Jesus over all created things.  The man (or men) mentioned here could not control his life, or even the day to day behaviors he might personally choose. The spirits dwelling in his physical body drove him to superhuman feats and self-destructive acts that separated him from normal society.  That he lived among the tombs was not coincidental.  The bent of demons is all about death.  We can look at the trends of secular music, video games, movies, and liberal politics, and easily see the influence of demonic inspiration.  Violence, sexual perversion, and fascination with murder and suicide permeate the media and much of our secular government.  There are demon possessed individuals at all levels of society influencing political decisions and media content.  We must be always aware of the spiritual warfare occurring, so we can battle for God’s kingdom accordingly.
B. Jesus Heals the Demoniac (vv. 6-13)
(Mar 5:6)  But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him,

(Mar 5:7)  And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.

(Mar 5:8)  For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.

(Mar 5:9)  And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many.

(Mar 5:10)  And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.

(Mar 5:11)  Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding.

(Mar 5:12)  And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.

(Mar 5:13)  And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea.

The demons inhabiting this man had complete control over his behavior and thinking, but they had no choice left when Jesus was present.  There is no entity in creation that can refuse to bow the knee to Christ the King of kings.  The demons were afraid of Jesus.  Evil is always afraid of the consequences of its acts, even as it refuses to repent or change.
The demons tried to evade Jesus’ question, by giving him a corporate name.  Each demon probably had a name of its own.  Evading a question from the Omniscient One is a futile exercise, since He already knows the answer.  By asking this question Jesus was demonstrating to the people gathered around, His authority over the demonic horde.  The demons pleaded for mercy, knowing they deserved none.  Jesus acquiesced to their plea, for even demons receive His mercy, if He chooses to supply it.  The instant change of the calmly feeding pigs into a mob of terrorized animals intent on self-destruction is a clear display of the nature of the demonic beings.
C. Reaction and Response (vv. 14-20)

(Mar 5:14)  And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was done.

(Mar 5:15)  And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

(Mar 5:16)  And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was possessed with the devil, and also concerning the swine.

(Mar 5:17)  And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts.

(Mar 5:18)  And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with him.

(Mar 5:19)  Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.

(Mar 5:20)  And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.

The fearful shepherds ran into the surrounding countryside, telling their neighbors of the strange events.  The resultant crowd witnessed the “wild” man restored to full humanity, free of the insane bondage he had suffered for years.  Obviously the people knew this man and his history.  Instead of looking upon Jesus as the Deliverer however, they were afraid of the possible consequences of His ministry, and they asked Him to leave.  It is tragic when needy people would rather keep the broken status quo than allow the Lord to change them or their circumstances.  They view the apparent cost as being too high.
The newly delivered believer wanted more than anything to follow right behind the One that had given him back his life.  Jesus had a harder task for him.  The man was commanded to take the word of his deliverance back home.  He did this eagerly.  I suspect that he eventually realized, as we also eventually do, that going where God sends us and taking the Good News into the dark world is following closely in the footsteps of the Master.
II. An Incurable Illness Healed (Mark 5:25-34)

A. Determined To Touch Jesus’ Clothes (vv. 25-28)
(Mar 5:25)  And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,

(Mar 5:26)  And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,

(Mar 5:27)  When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment.

(Mar 5:28)  For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.

The next account we want to consider is actually a combination of two acts of ministry by Jesus.  Jesus was in the midst of responding to an urgent need, when another need interrupted his path.  The woman in this account was not demon possessed, but she suffered a serious medical condition that sapped her strength and life.  This was an infirmity quite beyond the limited medical skills of the day.  There was no help for her in man.  She had heard of Jesus and she fastened all her desperate faith on touching the lower hem of His robe.  She did not seek attention or even acknowledgement, but only help for her need.  
B. Miraculously Healed by Jesus (vv. 29-31)

(Mar 5:29)  And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague.

(Mar 5:30)  And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?

(Mar 5:31)  And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?

The power of Jesus coursed through her body, restoring and rebuilding to complete health.  Jesus suddenly stopped and asked who had touched Him.  The disciples did not see this miracle occur themselves, so they could not comprehend why Jesus was asking such a strange question.  They saw many people touching Jesus.  To them a touch was a touch.  The difference in this touch was the faith behind it.  We can speak the name of Jesus all day without impact if we speak without faith.  In fact, speaking His name without faith is essentially taking His name in vain, and we know that is sin.  It is not that our faith operates as some internal power to achieve results.  Faith is trust in the words and nature of God.  Faith is powerful only because He responds to our faith, granting the need we have.
C. Blessed by Jesus (vv. 32-34)

(Mar 5:32)  And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing.

(Mar 5:33)  But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.

(Mar 5:34)  And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.

We have to consider that Jesus knew exactly what was happening.  He could have stopped the crowd, called her out and touched her.  He instead allowed her to press through on her determined faith and reap the healing she required, then He acknowledged her faith and pronounced a blessing on her above what she had expected.  God is never ignorant of our needs.  If it seems so at times, be assured He is only waiting on us to press through to our victory, at which time He will call us out and bestow upon us more than we could have imagined.
III. A Girl’s Life Restored (Mark 5:21-24, 35-43)

A. Critically Ill Daughter (vv. 21-24)
(Mar 5:21)  And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea.

(Mar 5:22)  And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet,

(Mar 5:23)  And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.

(Mar 5:24)  And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him.

We’re backing up a few verses here to consider the other important ministry that happened simultaneously to the healing of the woman.  Jesus had just arrived back across the Lake of Galilee, from Gadara.  A man approached him with an urgent request.  Jairus was a leader in the local synagogue.  His daughter was gravely ill, and this man mustered his faith in Jesus and pled with Him to come and heal her.  He believed Jesus could do this thing.  His faith was about to be tested beyond his worst fears however.  Jesus began to go with him, at which point the incident with the woman with the issue of blood happened.  We can speculate on the fearful impatience Jairus felt as he was forced to wait while Jesus addressed another need.  What would we have done?  It is difficult to practice patience in need, especially when the need we have appears urgent and threatening to become worse.  Sometimes that is exactly why God allows us to wait on His move.
B. Deceased Daughter (vv. 35-40)

(Mar 5:35)  While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further?

(Mar 5:36)  As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.

(Mar 5:37)  And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James.

(Mar 5:38)  And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly.

(Mar 5:39)  And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.

(Mar 5:40)  And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying.

Jairus was seeing the ending of the interruption, and Jesus was about to go on with him, when a friend or family member approached Jairus and uttered words of dread and despair.  The interruption was too long, and now there was no apparent point in the Master’s visit.  It was too late for healing.
Jesus immediately spoke words of caution and hope to Jairus.  Jairus was being given the opportunity to grow his faith, even as it seemed faith had failed.  The words Jesus spoke here are words we all need to heed.  Things can always get worse.  Will we continue to believe, or give up in despair and doubt?
The next few minutes were fraught with opportunity to call it quits.  No one in the house believed the Master could rescue this tragedy.  Jairus could have joined in their skepticism, but he chose to follow Jesus.  Jesus ejected the doubters and confronted the lifeless body of the child, allowing only her parents and Peter, James, and John to accompany Him.

C. Daughter Raised From Death (vv. 41-43)
(Mar 5:41)  And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.

(Mar 5:42)  And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.

(Mar 5:43)  And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that something should be given her to eat.

Jesus spoke gentle words of life to the lifeless.  He is after all the Source of life, isn’t He?  A simple command, and the daughter returned to her family.  Now despair and grief were replaced with joy and amazement.  This is what happens whenever and wherever Jesus comes into the presence of death.  Death cannot stand before Him.  Jairus chose to stretch his faith to unheard of lengths and believe that Jesus could do ANYTHING, not just the usual.  His faith was rewarded.  It is really all about Who we trust.  He is our Deliverer, our Healer, and our Lifegiver.  What more or Who else do we ever need?
