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Jesus, Martha, Mary, and Lazarus
I. Friendship And Fellowship (Luke 10:38-42)

A. Hospitality Provided to Jesus (v. 38)

(Luk 10:38)  Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house.

The friendship between Jesus and Martha, Mary, and Lazarus is one of the most heart-warming threads that wind through the Gospel accounts.  They did not commit themselves to the discipleship that the 12 were called to, nor does the Bible even imply that Jesus ever asked them to do so.  They were simply fast and close friends with the Master, loyal  to Him whatever the circumstances.  They are wonderful indicators of the love that Jesus freely extended to every one He came in contact with.  Some rejected Him, others wanted what He could give them to satisfy their physical needs, but these three loved Him deeply, believing His words and extending hospitality to Him whenever they had the opportunity.
B. Candid Exchange of Words (vv. 39-41)
(Luk 10:39)  And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word.

(Luk 10:40)  But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.

(Luk 10:41)  And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things:
The relationship between Martha and Mary is so typical it could happen tomorrow in one of our homes.  Martha was the busy hostess, focused on serving the needs of her Friend.  Mary was just as focused on the Lord, but she dismissed the busyness to simply drink in everything Jesus was saying.
C. On Choosing Jesus Above All Else (v.42)

(Luk 10:42)  But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.
Let’s face it.  Jesus WAS rebuking Martha, albeit in a soft, tactful manner.  He wanted her to realize that He was more eager to impart to them words of eternal life than partake of the most sumptuous banquet, and she would be better off letting the beans burn than missing His teaching.  It is the choice all of us must make, not of whether or not we know Him, but how well we want to know Him.
II. Friendship And Grief (John 11:28-36)

A. Jesus Comforts Grieving Friends (vv. 28-30)

(Joh 11:28)  And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee.

(Joh 11:29)  As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.

(Joh 11:30)  Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him.

Lazarus had died, and the two sisters, in their loss, wanted nothing more than they wanted the comforting presence and words of the Master.  Jesus had come for more than just comforting words, but the words were still important.  We need people around us that care about us when we are struck with grief and loss.  Jesus is always the best Friend we can have in trying circumstances.  He will deal compassionately with us when no one else even understands.
B. Jesus Hears Disappointment (vv. 31, 32)

(Joh 11:31)  The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there.

(Joh 11:32)  Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

Jesus seldom gave His friends reason to be disappointed in Him.  On this occasion however, the two sisters knew He could have been there earlier.  They had faith that He could have healed their brother, had He come when they called.  Mary could not understand why her Friend had delayed.  Jesus had a plan to meet their need, but the sisters were not able to grasp His purpose just yet.  We may have times in our relationship with Jesus that finds us frankly disappointed, but He is a faithful Friend, and He will work for our good even when we cannot see the good.
C. Jesus Weeps With His Friends (vv. 33-36)

(Joh 11:33)  When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,

(Joh 11:34)  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.

(Joh 11:35)  Jesus wept.

(Joh 11:36)  Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!

The crucifixion and sacrifice of Jesus are referred to as His “passion.”  This word denotes extreme emotional intensity.  Jesus felt our need with everything He was.  He was not afraid or ashamed to express His love and compassion.  Jesus was not at a loss emotionally or any other way.  He already knew the situation would result in life and joy, but He still fully identified with the sad grief of His good friends.  How much do we feel for the trials and needs of our friends?
III. Friendship And Victory (John 11:38-45)

A. Facing the Reality of Death (vv. 38-40)

(Joh 11:38)  Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.

(Joh 11:39)  Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.

(Joh 11:40)  Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?
Jesus was not ignorant of the facts of death and burial.  Martha could not grasp the purpose behind Jesus’ actions, but He reminded her that faith can overcome the harshest facts with glorious Truth.
B. Jesus Prays to the Father (vv. 41, 42)

(Joh 11:41)  Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.
(Joh 11:42)  And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.
The prayer Jesus prayed here was as much part of His plan as was the next thing He would do.  This would be a teachable moment, and He was always the Master Teacher. He wanted the grieving sisters and their comforters to know fully the import of what they were to witness.
C. Lazarus’ Life Restored (vv. 43-45)

(Joh 11:43)  And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.
(Joh 11:44)  And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.
(Joh 11:45)  Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him.

Jesus spoke the words, and death had to release His friend.  Lazarus would live more years, participating in the events surrounding the crucifixion and remaining always the friend of Jesus.  The really significant effect of this resurrection was the transformation from doubt to faith for many of the Jews who had come to comfort the living and bury the dead, but were now witnesses to the power of the Master.  This was the culmination of the purpose Jesus had pursued since before Lazarus became ill.  Jesus had not failed His friends.  His will brought a measure of pain to their lives, but they could now bask in the joy of victory and reconciliation with their brother.  We can be constantly confident that He will be a better Friend to us than all other friends, and that like Martha, Mary, and Lazarus came to see, He will be on time for our need.
