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Jesus Proves His Authority
I. Authority To Forgive Sins (Mark 2:1-12)
A. One Brought to Jesus (vv. 1-4)

(Mar 2:1)  And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house.

(Mar 2:2)  And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them.

(Mar 2:3)  And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four.

(Mar 2:4)  And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.

This was fairly early in Jesus’ public ministry, but the fame of Him was spreading rapidly.  Anywhere He showed up there was sure to be a gathering crowd.  People came for a universe of reasons; curiosity, desperation, antagonism, and faith among them.  He was the Man of the hour.  The four friends brought their friend, clearly expecting Jesus to heal him.  There would have been little other reason to litter-carry a physically incapacitated man into this crowded situation.  Their personal urgency and faith is displayed by the fact they were willing to damage the roof of the house, with the obvious consequences that would accrue from this action, to get the attention of the Master.
B. Jesus Forgives Sins (vv. 5-7)

(Mar 2:5)  When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.

(Mar 2:6)  But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,

(Mar 2:7)  Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?

Jesus was frequently full of surprises.  He did not say “Be healed,” as the friends and the palsied man expected.  There would have been amazement and gratitude, as Jesus wielded the power of God, but this was something the people were expecting from Him.  To pronounce a supernatural pardon went far beyond the comfort zone of the skeptics observing this incident.  The Law emphasized the sole authority of a righteous God to forgive sin with the offering of the appropriate sacrifice.  To take upon Himself this office was as disturbing to the Jews as His declaration on another occasion of being “I Am.”  Jesus used this occasion of the determined faith of the 5 men to claim a whole new level of authority.
C. Jesus Shows He Can Forgive (vv. 8-12)

(Mar 2:8)  And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?

(Mar 2:9)  Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?

(Mar 2:10)  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,)

(Mar 2:11)  I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.

(Mar 2:12)  And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.

Jesus did not run from difficult situations.  He quickly presented a question to the skeptics that displayed His authority in clear terms.  For Him, commanding healing and speaking forgiveness was equivalent because the same authority and power reigned in Him to do both with equal ease.  He wanted them to see that as it was clear that He had power to heal, so it would be just as clear that His was the legal authority to grant pardon for transgression.  
II. Lord Of The Sabbath (Mark 2:23-38; 3:1-5)
A. Plucking Grain on the Sabbath (2:23, 24)
(Mar 2:23)  And it came to pass, that he went through the corn fields on the sabbath day; and his disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn.

(Mar 2:24)  And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful?

For the Pharisees, the Law and the oral traditions that had become layered on the Law over the centuries, was the paramount ruling structure of their lives.  Behavioral, legalistic compliance trumped every other consideration.  Even a simple act of gleaning from an abundant harvest to satisfy personal hunger was anathema if it happened to occur on the Sabbath.
B. Jesus Answers From Scripture (vv. 25-28)

(Mar 2:25)  And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were with him?

(Mar 2:26)  How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him?

(Mar 2:27)  And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:

(Mar 2:28)  Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.

Jesus reminded them of the act of David when he and his men were hungry.  This illustration was exceedingly appropriate, because David demonstrated in his life and kingship a singular understanding of the spirit of the Mosaic Law, and not just a rote compliance with its black-and-white rules.
The principle Jesus stated in verses 27 and 28 should be a guiding principle for New Testament believers.  There are some Christians and churches that condemn their fellow believers to Hell for worshipping on Sunday instead of the Sabbath (Saturday).  When we apply the words of Jesus to that controversy, the differences become trivial.
C. Teaching and Healing on the Sabbath (3:1-5)

(Mar 3:1)  And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a withered hand.

(Mar 3:2)  And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse him.

(Mar 3:3)  And he saith unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand forth.

(Mar 3:4)  And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But they held their peace.

(Mar 3:5)  And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was restored whole as the other.

The legal vultures were again present and ready to find fault with the Lawgiver.  Jesus, as with the paralytic in Capernaum, paused before healing the man, long enough to confront the hard-hearted legalists with even harder truth.  Any law that ignores compassion and generates destruction to the people it rule is either a bad law or a good law badly applied.  The Law of Moses was good, but the flawed humans that attempted to apply it with no real connection to God that wrote it, made it into an oppressive, death-dealing religious system.  Jesus took them back to the root of the Law, a root embedded deep in the love of God.  Jesus lived, taught, and worked in the authority of His relationship to the Father, not in the false authority granted by legal letters.  The authority we have in Christ is also based on relationship, and is delegated and administered by the Holy Spirit that indwells us.
III. Authority From Heaven (Mark 11:27-33)

A. Jesus’ Authority Questioned (vv. 27, 28)

(Mar 11:27)  And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders,

(Mar 11:28)  And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority to do these things?

The so-called religious authorities were fed up with this upstart rabbi Who challenged everything they thought they knew about God.  Apparently they also realized that Jesus spoke truth without fear,  so they confronted Him with a direct challenge requiring a direct  response.  They were going to put Him in His place, or so they thought.
B. Jesus Answers With a Question (vv. 29, 30)

(Mar 11:29)  And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things.

(Mar 11:30)  The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me.

Jesus turned the debate table over on his detractors, asking them a question fraught with consequence.  John was not popular with the religious crowd, to say the least.  He had branded them a generation of vipers, and commanded them to repent, a message that insulted their self-righteousness.
C. The Answers Implied by No Answer (vv. 31-33)

(Mar 11:31)  And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye not believe him?

(Mar 11:32)  But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a prophet indeed.

(Mar 11:33)  And they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things.

These religious leaders had varying opinions of John.  They had the opportunity now to voice their perspectives.  However, their moral cowardice was exposed as they conferred with each other.  Those that believed John was sent with a heavenly message in no way wanted to be confronted with their rejection of that message.  Those that dismissed John as a raving demagogue were confronted with their fear of the “unwashed masses,” the non-elite that believed in John’s prophetic office.  They reached a consensus, as it were, a corporate decision to refuse to answer, sort of like “pleading the 5th” under the US Constitution.  By choosing cowardice over conviction, they proclaimed that they themselves operated under no authority higher than their carnal self-interest, thereby forfeiting the right to question the authority of the Master.
