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Judgment and Hope
I. God Judges The Rebellious (Isaiah 65:1-12)

A. Rebellious People Rebuked (vv. 1-7)

(Isa 65:1)  I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.

(Isa 65:2)  I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts;

(Isa 65:3)  A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick;

(Isa 65:4)  Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their vessels;

(Isa 65:5)  Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day.

(Isa 65:6)  Behold, it is written before me: I will not keep silence, but will recompense, even recompense into their bosom,

(Isa 65:7)  Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith the LORD, which have burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me upon the hills: therefore will I measure their former work into their bosom.

God never overlooks sin.  This statement is true now in our tolerant PC society, even as it was in Eden, before the flood, and in this prophetic word from Isaiah.  He is holy, we are not, and the consequence of rebellion against the laws and nature of God is still death both physical and eternal.  God is speaking through Isaiah to His covenant people.  The descriptions he uses are pointedly appropriate to the days that Jesus walked the roads of Judea.  The people were guilty of all the sins of idolatry and compromise with the pagan cultures of their time, but they were also intolerant and self-righteous, believing themselves a cut above the Gentile “dogs.”  The only thing worse than a hypocrite is a hypocrite convinced he is holier than his honestly sinful neighbor.  Isaiah, like all the other prophets of the Old Testament, was burdened with the heavy duty of warning his fellow Jews of impending judgment.  God had preserved His nation time after time, yet He would still visit His wrath on them for their sin.
B. God’s People Protected (vv. 8-10)
(Isa 65:8)  Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not destroy them all.

(Isa 65:9)  And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there.

(Isa 65:10)  And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that have sought me.

These verses bring the light of hope into Isaiah’s solemn pronouncements.  In the midst of terrible judgment, God will preserve for Himself a remnant.  That remnant will return to the land and find protection and blessing.  The hopeful words are fairly clear, but the timing is in question here.  We know that in 70 AD, Jerusalem was ravaged, over a million Jews were slaughtered, and the nation vanished from the political landscape until its official re-birth in 1948.  Jesus warned of the impending tragedy as He taught the people.  The final fulfillment of Isaiah’s words is still future, for the recent history of Israel has been one rejecting their Messiah, as they did in 30 AD.  As a nation they are still not seeking Jesus, but other scriptures indicate they eventually will do just that.
C. The Ungodly Punished (vv. 11, 12)

(Isa 65:11)  But ye are they that forsake the LORD, that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table for that troop, and that furnish the drink offering unto that number.

(Isa 65:12)  Therefore will I number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: because when I called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not.

Again, Isaiah nails the cultural and religious milieu Jesus was born into.  The high priesthood had become a political plum instead of a sacred privilege, and legalism was the pattern of most of the religious observances being kept.  Jesus came, but those who should have known better despised and condemned Him.  The Diaspora was the inevitable discipline visited upon the obstinately blind Jewish people.
II. God Will Renew All Things (Isaiah 65:17-25)

A. New Creation (vv. 17, 18)

(Isa 65:17)  For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.

(Isa 65:18)  But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.

In these verses we can see clearly that Isaiah is seeing a time very far removed from the eighth century BC.  After the judgment that will deal finally with rebellion among the covenant people, Jehovah promises something almost inconceivable.  John the Apostle saw in greater detail the final solution God will bring to pass for mankind.  Everything we have touched as a race must be annihilated.  We have taken the divine command to exercise dominion over the earth and have twisted it as only sinful humanity can, polluting our environment and abusing the rich resources God put here for our prudent use under His guidance.  We have launched our space satellites and interplanetary probes, watching some of them travel beyond the boundaries of the Solar system and into interstellar space.  The very heavens have been corrupted by the works of our hands.  God is going to remake His creation, wiping out the taint of rebellion and bringing all of it again into perfect alignment with His will.  Israel is part of His plan and will occupy an important place in the new creation.
B. New Conditions of Life (vv. 19-23)

(Isa 65:19)  And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.

(Isa 65:20)  There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.

(Isa 65:21)  And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.

(Isa 65:22)  They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

(Isa 65:23)  They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them.

The prophecies here are not necessarily in chronologic order of fulfillment.  The millennial reign of Christ, according to other passages and books of the Bible, will occur before the re-creation of earth and heaven, which will take place after the Great White Throne Judgment described in Revelation.  During the 1000-year rule of Jesus over a restored but not re-created earth, the rules of nature and life we call “normal” will no longer apply, giving way to the perfectly balanced system God originally created the earth to operate by.
C. Communion With God and Peace (vv. 24, 25)

(Isa 65:24)  And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.

(Isa 65:25)  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.

Jesus will not only rule as the tangible, visible King of the earth, He will be a very present help and companion to His people, manifesting Himself with immediacy to meet their needs.  Peace will extend not only to the relations of nations and communities, but even to the formerly predatory creatures of the natural world.
III. God Offers Hope (Isaiah 66:12-14, 18-23)

A. Jerusalem Will Prosper (vv. 12-14)

(Isa 66:12)  For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be dandled upon her knees.

(Isa 66:13)  As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

(Isa 66:14)  And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his enemies.

God’s care will extend beyond the boundaries of Israel to provide and nurture the Gentile nations, with the focus upon Jerusalem as the central headquarters of God’s holy government.
B. Gentiles Will Be Saved (vv. 18-21)

(Isa 66:18)  For I know their works and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory.

(Isa 66:19)  And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles.

(Isa 66:20)  And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the LORD out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the LORD, as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the LORD.

(Isa 66:21)  And I will also take of them for priests and for Levites, saith the LORD.

The dispersed of Israel will be witnesses to the world of the name of the Lord.  God has always intended for His people to be witnesses for Him, but in the past their example has not been very good. When Israel comes to acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah, they will also begin to fulfill His plan for them to spread His glory to the planet.  The return Isaiah sees here in verse 20 has been fulfilled in part and will be completed in that future time.
C. Israel Will Continue (vv. 22, 23)

(Isa 66:22)  For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain.

(Isa 66:23)  And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.

These verses contain a perpetual promise of survival for the Israelites.  They have endured persecution and genocide, pursuit and dispersion, but they will persist because God has promised they would.  In the millennium, according to Ezekiel, all nations will come to Jerusalem to worship the King.  This will not be a voluntary request, for consequences will follow upon those that refuse to come.
The Jews have seen the catastrophic fulfillment the warnings of Isaiah and the other Old Testament prophets.  They will also see the awesome joys God has promised for them as well as for the Gentile nations.  We know from Revelation that He has some very special things prepared for all who believe on His Son.  Those promises we can count on, no matter how disturbing the present circumstances may be.  God keeps His word to His people!

