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Life or Death?
I. Life Comes From God (Genesis 1:27-31; 2, 7)

A. Human Life Is Sacred (Genesis 1:27)
(Gen 1:27)  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

The concept that man is the crowning act of God’s creation is scoffed at these days as ignorant and narrow-minded.  However, the creation story in Genesis leaves little room to argue with that idea.  What is completely without controversy in the Genesis account (that is, if you believe the Genesis account, and many presently do not!) is the link between our life and God’s creative will.  We flow from Him alone.  Merely understanding that should rock our world and our worldview.
B. Humankind’s Place in Creation (vv. 28-31)

(Gen 1:28)  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

(Gen 1:29)  And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.

(Gen 1:30)  And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

(Gen 1:31)  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

Normally, blanket statements that include “always” or “never” should be avoided in reasonable conversation.  In discussing this lesson however, we can use such superlatives, because they truly apply.  God NEVER speaks or acts without purpose.  Every component of His creation sprang from nothingness into purposeful existence. The naturalistic explanations of our origins cannot explain the “whys.”  There is no “why” to the tenets of evolutionary theory.
God clearly expressed His will for man in these verses.  In the perfect integration of life on earth, man was to multiply and exercise authority over the material creation.  Man was made for fellowship with God, and he was to produce generations of humans with the same purpose.  Life always has purpose. Your life has purpose, purpose inculcated by the very word of God.  The invasion of sin into creation did not destroy your purpose; it only made that purpose harder to see.
C. Creatures Earthly and Spiritual (Genesis 2:7)

(Gen 2:7)  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

Chapter 2 adds further details to the creation story.  One of the critical addendums is found in verse 7.  God spoke the worlds into existence, but He took time and care to mold and fashion man, not as a unique kind of animal, but as a creature sculpted into the image of God Himself.  We are not animals!  We have been created as part of an overall theme as it were, so we possess biologically a host of characteristics that appear to link us to the animal kingdom.  Into none of the multitudes of animal species however did God breathe a part of Himself.  They cannot worship and adore Him as we can.  Their worship, if it happens, is built into them without choice, and they pass into death and are truly gone.  We get to choose our allegiances, and we are eternal in nature, never passing into nonexistence after He gives us life.  All the scholarly papers and abstruse research findings of modern science will never erase the essential gulf between man and the rest of created life.
II. The Wonder of God’s Handiwork (Psalms 8:3-5)
A. What Is Man? (Psalm 8:3-5; 139:13-16)

(Psa 8:3)  When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;

(Psa 8:4)  What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

(Psa 8:5)  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.

David marveled at the tiny portion of creation he could comprehend in his day, comparing himself to the apparent vastness of the stars and heavenly bodies, and finding himself to be insignificant.  As much as we now know about the true magnificence of the stars, galaxies, quasars, planets, and the terrifying distances involved, the question David asks here is even more apropo.  How and why can we matter enough to God that He would pay any attention to us, our needs, or our destiny?  God made us as a lower level of creation than the angels, who are stronger, smarter, and can operate in dimensions of time and space we cannot physically access.  Yet He tells us we matter to Him.  He not only tells us we matter, but He condescended to live as one of us and die as one of us, purely for our benefit.  The conjunction of our powerlessness and His loving regard for us is very tough to understand.
The practice of capital punishment appears to violate the Biblical value of human life.  However, when God gave Noah the basic framework under which human government should operate, He also commanded that life should be forfeited for unjustified taking of a life.  This command underscores the idea that God regards all human life as sacred and worthy of defense.  The sixth commandment in Exodus 20:13 forbids murder, not justified killing as in self-defense or war to defend the lives of others.  In this sin-cursed world, pacifism can be sinful in itself, if we sit by and refuse to defend innocent lives because we don’t want to personally harm an aggressor.

B. God Formed Us in the Womb (Psalm 139:13, 14)

(Psa 139:13)  For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.

(Psa 139:14)  I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.

Obviously, we matter because He says we matter.  Therefore, if He says we matter to Him before we are born, then we have no right to state in our blind pride that we know better than He how to treat those that have yet to breathe their first breath.  Abortion is the rankest kind of unjustified murder in more than 90% of the cases.  Convenience, gender picking, or the fear of future difficulties is unacceptable reason to end the life of an unborn child.  Such an act could only be defended as the last resort to save another life.  That scenario is rare indeed.  Every child terminated before birth is a person already valuable to God.
C. God Knew Us Before Our Birth (vv. 15, 16)

(Psa 139:15)  My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

(Psa 139:16)  Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.

The purposes of God are eternal, whether for the sweeping expanses of the universe or the first beats of a new heart forming in the womb.  God has already written our lives, while giving us free choice on the path we follow.  He knows the end from the beginning.  When we decide a child is not on our wish list and must die for our personal ambitions, we violate the eternal purpose of God for another’s life, just as surely as did Major Hasan in his jihad attack and murder of 13 soldiers at Fort Hood.
III. We Are God’s Offspring (Acts 17:24-28)
A. God Gives to All Life (vv. 24, 25)

(Act 17:24)  God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

(Act 17:25)  Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

Sin has thoroughly permeated this old world we live in.  Listening to the lies and rationalizations of modern culture obscures the view of God as the Source of life.  Paul strove to express the Lordship of God as Creator to the pagan worshippers on Mars’ Hill. The gods they worshipped had limited dominions in their belief systems.  They needed to know that God was bigger and greater than any thing they had considered before.  He cannot be bottled up in an image or a building, and He needs nothing from us, but we need everything, even our very life, from Him.
B. The Human Race Is One (vv. 26, 27)

(Act 17:26)  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

(Act 17:27)  That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:

This view of God is no more popular now than it was in Paul’s day.  If He made us in one creation, so that we sprang and spread out from the first couple, then we are all in a sense kin and connected to each other and to God.  Sin introduced conflict, not natural forces of competition.  We are not socially evolving toward understanding.  We left the unity of understanding long ago because of sin, so perceived unity today can only be induced by force or by deceptive political manipulation of vulnerable populations.  God did not make us to divide and fight each other, but to come together and serve Him.  That ideal social phenomenon will happen only when Christ is King and Ruler.  On a more individual level, when we decide that any human being is less of a person than we are and so deserves less care and effort or is fit for disposal, whether through abortion or through euthanasia of the “non-productive” elderly, sick, or handicapped, we invite the wrath of God on our societies.  Most civilized nations decided years ago that forced labor and enslavement violated the personhood of human beings.  Freedom of choice and existence is the God-given right of each person.  Any institution or government that limits or removes that right without just cause violates the will of God for mankind.
C. In God We Have Our Being (v. 28)
(Act 17:28)  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

Contrary to the theories of evolution, we are extant only because the Creator fashioned us for His good pleasure.  The origins of man are not wrapped in mystery, for God has deigned to tell us from where we came.  He did not love us because He made us; He made us because He loved us.  How should we respond to this fact?  We must love others as He produces the capacity to love in us, and we must always defend the lives of the unborn and the defenseless and weak.
