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I. Continue To Grow (2 Peter 1:1-9)

A. Divine Resources for Growth (vv. 1-4)

(2Pe 1:1 KJV)  Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:

(2Pe 1:2 KJV)  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

(2Pe 1:3 KJV)  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

(2Pe 1:4 KJV)  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

2 Peter is another general epistle, written to the whole body of believers on earth, instead of a certain congregation or city.  Peter begins by identifying himself with his listeners.  He was an apostle, true, but more importantly, he was part of the family of God, the church.  He tells them that grace and peace are multiplied through knowing the Father and the Son.  There are no earthly resources that can keep us in peace in the middle of our trials.  Through knowing Him, He bestows on us everything we need for eternal life and for achieving godly character.  We can access promises and assurances from His Word, and we can be delivered from the sin-cursed bondage we lived in before knowing Christ.  It is critical to our walk with God that we accept Peter’s statement on the completeness of God’s provision for us.  Christians fall back into sin when they begin seeking fulfillment outside the provisions of the kingdom of God.

B. Develop Christian Character (vv. 5-7)

(2Pe 1:5 KJV)  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

(2Pe 1:6 KJV)  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

(2Pe 1:7 KJV)  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

Peter lists here a part of the components of Christlike character.  To be like Jesus we must walk in faith, strive for excellence in every effort we put forth, build our knowledge of the Word and the God of the Word, practice moderation, learn to wait with patience, practice a close communion with the Father, act in kindness toward others, and be filled with selfless love for those around us.  This growth in Christ is in no way possible unless it is supernaturally initiated and driven.
C. Results of Spiritual Growth (vv. 8-9)

(2Pe 1:8 KJV)  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

(2Pe 1:9 KJV)  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

Peter uses two words here that can be similar in meaning.  One word emphasizes the other.  If we exhibit and practice the character of Christ, we will not be lazy and unproductive in action, nor will we fail to express the life of Jesus in our hearts, minds, and bodies.
On the other hand, failing to appropriate the character of Jesus leaves us blind to the truth and forgetful of the redemption Christ died to give us.  We will be like the seed sown on stony ground that started growing and then died for lack of nourishment.

II. Be Sure Of Your Calling (2 Peter 1:10-21)

A. Confirm Your Calling (vv. 10, 11)

(2Pe 1:10 KJV)  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

(2Pe 1:11 KJV)  For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

How do we confirm our calling?  By setting our feet on the path of righteousness when we accept Jesus as our Savior, and adopting a mindset of discipleship.  Our life becomes His life, our goals, His goals, our purpose, His purpose.  Choosing to walk in the light as He shines in us is up to us.  The certain fact is that He is faithful to do the rest and bring us into His eternal presence.  What God will do for us is never the question.  The question is always, what will we do for Him in response to what He has done for us?
B. Remember the Gospel (vv. 12-18)

(2Pe 1:12 KJV)  Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.

(2Pe 1:13 KJV)  Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;

(2Pe 1:14 KJV)  Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.

(2Pe 1:15 KJV)  Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.

(2Pe 1:16 KJV)  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

(2Pe 1:17 KJV)  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

(2Pe 1:18 KJV)  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.

Peter felt deeply the urgent need to pass on his faith and witness to the next generation.  He knew he would leave for home at his appointed time.  He had the mindset we all need to have.  Somewhere in our lives we all have somebody that can benefit from the wisdom and knowledge God has built into us through years of walking with Him.  The most important act we can do for God’s kingdom is to pass it on to another soul in need of Him.
Peter was emphatic about the certainty of his faith.  He saw Jesus transfigured and heard the Father commend Him.  No one would ever be able to shake the knowledge Peter had of Whom he served.  Peter’s heart was to communicate that certainty to those that read this letter.
C. Believe the Holy Scriptures (vv. 19-21)

(2Pe 1:19 KJV)  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

(2Pe 1:20 KJV)  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

(2Pe 1:21 KJV)  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Even the eyewitness account Peter could point to, was not as sure as the revealed message God sent to humanity through His Word.  Peter may not have guessed his letters would become part of the canon of the New Testament.  He did know however that the Old Testament prophecies of Jesus’ life and death were infallible truth and should be received as such and understood properly.  Peter wanted the New Testament believers to accept those prophecies as the very words of God breathed into the writings of godly men.  It is frankly impossible to possess a valid faith in Christ if we don’t also accept the whole of the revealed scriptures as His Word to us.  Selective acceptance is not an option, no matter the relativistic teachings of modern religionists.
III. Hasten Christ’s Return (2 Peter 3:11-18)

A. How We Ought to Live (vv. 11, 12)

(2Pe 3:11 KJV)  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

(2Pe 3:12 KJV)  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

Peter repeatedly connected the dots for his readers.  Our goal is not primarily having a good life in the here and now, although following the precepts of the kingdom will by their very nature, make our lives better under all circumstances.  We are commanded to keep the end in our sight.  This short life is the time of decision, but eternity waits.  The reality we assume is permanent is transitory and will be done away with.  Our choice to serve Christ or not will determine where we spend that eternity.
B. Believe God’s Promise (vv. 13, 14)

(2Pe 3:13 KJV)  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

(2Pe 3:14 KJV)  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

The hope we cling to is based on the promises of God, not vacant fantasies from the minds of men.  That hope should motivate lives of dedication and purpose.  If we know He is coming, and our desire is to be with Him, we will set our hearts to please Him.
C. Grow in Grace and Knowledge (vv. 15-18)

(2Pe 3:15 KJV)  And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;

(2Pe 3:16 KJV)  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which 
are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

(2Pe 3:17 KJV)  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

(2Pe 3:18 KJV)  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

Peter recognized the letters of Paul as worthy of regard equal to the Old Testament canon.  He encouraged believers to maintain their faith, based upon the knowledge they had been given, and avoid the errors and lies of wicked men, who apparently were using scripture, including the letters of Paul, to teach error and heresy.  A genetically defective organism can often still grow, but the growth will be abnormal, stunted, or destructive, resulting in the crippling or death of the organism.  We must be sure we are following the truth as revealed by God through His Spirit, not as re-interpreted or mis-applied by the darkened understanding of men.  God is not currently revealing new truth about Himself to men.  He has already given us what we need.  We just have to be willing to listen.
