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Live Right In Relationships
I. Government And Business Relationships (1 Peter 2:13-25)

A. Be Good Citizens (vv. 13-17)

(1Pe 2:13 KJV)  Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;

(1Pe 2:14 KJV)  Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.

(1Pe 2:15 KJV)  For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:

(1Pe 2:16 KJV)  As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.

(1Pe 2:17 KJV)  Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.

The life we are filled with internally at salvation will work it its way out to fill our outward relationships, if we live in obedience to the Gospel.  Being a good citizen is not just a smart thing to do.  Submitting to human government in all things that do not violate our faith is exactly what God commands us to do.  John Bevere, in his series “Under Cover,”  effectively elucidates the impact of submission to authority, as well as illustrates the penalties for defiance.  All authority comes from God, even authority used for evil and oppression.  How we pay our taxes, how we obey traffic laws, how we heed regulations that address activities we are involved in, how we respect public officials whether or not we agree with their politics or their agendas, are all proper expressions of our Christian discipleship.
B. Be Good Employees (vv. 18-20)

(1Pe 2:18 KJV)  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.

(1Pe 2:19 KJV)  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.

(1Pe 2:20 KJV)  For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.

Slavery was a reality in Peter’s day.  He did not waste time inciting slaves to rebellion or revolution.  Instead, he admonished them to serve to the best of their ability, with humility and patience.  Slaves, subject to the most egregious abuses of human dignity and freedom, were positioned to be shining testimonies of the grace and power of Christ in their lives.  It was an honor before God to suffer righteously in their place of servitude.  Peter had the eternal life and benefit of his readers on his heart, not the mere absolution of their oppression.  We are not slaves, but the principles of submission in unfair circumstances apply to us as well.  Paying the cost of our testimony to employers may be the key to winning those unjust employers to Jesus.  If we are lazy or manipulative, we deserve whatever we get.  The glory to God comes as we work as unto the Lord even when our boss seems to be the devil himself.
C. Follow Christ’s Example (vv. 21-25)

(1Pe 2:21 KJV)  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

(1Pe 2:22 KJV)  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

(1Pe 2:23 KJV)  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:

(1Pe 2:24 KJV)  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

(1Pe 2:25 KJV)  For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.

The example of Jesus will always be our highest goal.  Jesus was inimitably righteous.  He was the only person of which it could be truly said, He did nothing to deserve the treatment He received.  Yet, the usual human responses of outrage, defiance, hate, bitterness, were totally absent from His mind, heart, and mouth.  His mission was to suffer for us and die for our deliverance.  He appealed only to the Father in His distress.  We must strive to follow Him in the mindset He had.  Our mission is not to die for the world, but to live to honor Christ, even when that path could lead to our physical death. 
II. The Marriage Relationship (1 Peter 3:1-7)

A. Instructions to Wives (vv. 1-4)

(1Pe 3:1 KJV)  Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives;

(1Pe 3:2 KJV)  While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.

(1Pe 3:3 KJV)  Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;

(1Pe 3:4 KJV)  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.

A wife sold out to Christ is a strong attractor to an unbelieving husband.  The humility and submission in the marriage relationship will shout the truth to a man intent on following his own path.  Some men may take advantage of a submissive believing wife, but they will not escape the light of the truth, and some will turn to God in this situation when they could not be won any other way.

B. Learn From Biblical Examples (vv. 5, 6)

(1Pe 3:5 KJV)  For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:

(1Pe 3:6 KJV)  Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.

The godly life Peter talks about here works in a marriage where both believe in Jesus.  God sovereignly created a hierarchy of authority in the home.  The wife that knows who she is in Christ and who she is to her husband can have peace and joy in the relationship.  It may sound old-fashioned and primitive, but we only have to look around us to see that the “new” paradigm of feminist power and assertion of “women’s rights” doesn’t work very well in real life.
C. Instructions to Husbands (v. 7)

(1Pe 3:7 KJV)  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving 
honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

Peter was not railing on the wives with a sort of macho chauvinism.  He addressed the proper responsibilities of the husband, adding a serious warning of spiritual consequences for mistreatment.  Any man that think he can “rule” his castle like a despot, handing down pronouncements and expecting to be served in all things merely because he is the “man of the house,” is slated for an eventual harsh awakening.  God will not tolerate that attitude.  There is to be one King of our homes, and He is not us!  Our personal relationship with God, our business ventures, our attempts to build some legacy for the future, and our relationship with our children, will suffer enormous consequences if we fail to honor our wives as partners in life and faith.  We are to be willing to pay whatever cost we must to support, provide, and build our wives, promoting their security and happiness for life.  This is what honoring our wives means.  Paul said we must love our wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it.  This is a huge order, doable only by the power of the Spirit in our hearts.
III. Church Relationships (1 Peter 3:8-12; 5:1-5)

A. Instructions to All Christians (3:8-12)

(1Pe 3:8 KJV)  Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:

(1Pe 3:9 KJV)  Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.

(1Pe 3:10 KJV)  For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:

(1Pe 3:11 KJV)  Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.

(1Pe 3:12 KJV)  For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

Jesus told His disciples that the world would know they were His by their love for each other.  The mission of the church is to win the lost to Christ.  Unbelievers must see that we have something they need.  The reality of unity, harmony, and shared vision in the body of Christ is one unique quality that sets us apart from the world around us, along with the evident power of the blood to change us as individuals.  Bickering, abuse of power and position, and the invasion of frank sin into the Body rob the church of its power to testify of Jesus.
B. Instructions to Spiritual Leaders (5:1)

(1Pe 5:1 KJV)  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:

The responsibilities of spiritual leaders are deeper and bigger than that of individuals not in leadership positions.  Integrity, ethical behavior, and a thirst to know the will of God for themselves and for those they lead, are vital to effective spiritual leaders.  Peter wanted the leaders he wrote to, to pay special attention to his counsel.
C. Right Motives for Ministry (vv. 5:2-5)

(1Pe 5:2 KJV)  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

(1Pe 5:3 KJV)  Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the 
flock.

(1Pe 5:4 KJV)  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

(1Pe 5:5 KJV)  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

Servanthood is the way of true spiritual leadership.  Any leader more concerned with “his” ministry goals than the people he ministers to is a poor leader.  A good leader will lead for the sake of the led, not for himself.  Motivations of profit and power have no place in a leader’s heart.  The ultimate reward of good leadership is the approval of the Master Shepherd in eternity.  Leadership in the Body of Christ is founded on the concept of mutual servanthood and recognition of delegated authority under God.  Pride will destroy the relationships necessary to an effective leader.
