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Live To Serve God
I. Have The Mind Of Christ (1 Peter 4:1-6)

A. Live To Do God’s Will (vv. 1, 2)

(1Pe 4:1 KJV)  Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;

(1Pe 4:2 KJV)  That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

Suffering is not a popular point of discussion among most believers these days, especially the concept of embracing suffering as an avenue of growth and purity.  The truth is however, suffering can mature and toughen our perspective of discipleship, so we are less concerned with play and more focused on commitment to the goals of God’s kingdom.  The suffering believer that has his or her heart set to live for Christ will run to Him when they suffer, abandoning the shallow comforts of carnal pursuits.
B. Live Free From Past Sins (vv. 3, 4)

(1Pe 4:3 KJV)  For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:

(1Pe 4:4 KJV)  Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you:
The key word here is “past.”  We did what sinners do; we sinned before we knew Christ.  The former acquaintances and friends will not understand why we won’t do those things now.  Living to serve God means the past is past and we will not drag it into our present.  People may say we are strange or flaky, and they may avoid us or spread gossip about us.  This is what we should expect when we repent and take the opposite road from where we were going.
C. We Are Accountable to Christ (vv. 5, 6)

(1Pe 4:5 KJV)  Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.

(1Pe 4:6 KJV)  For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.

When the end of all things comes, we will not answer to the people that hate us for our life of service to God.  He is and will always be our only Judge.  We will never be the same once we realize our accountability to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We heard the Gospel and found our deliverance from judgment, and the same will be true for all that hear the good news and believe.  The Gospel of Jesus is the only way out for all of mankind.
II. Have A Servant’s Heart (1 Peter 4:7-11)

A. Serve Responsibly (v. 7)

(1Pe 4:7 KJV)  But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.

Peter wanted his readers to adopt a serious mindset regarding their lives in Christ.  We need to embrace the imminence of His return.  Peter believed the culmination of the plan of God was close in his day, so how much more should we strive to be ready now?  We cannot know the specific hour, but we can judge the season, and the season is upon this old creation as we speak.  Be ready, and stay ready.  That is what Peter is saying here.  How do we stay ready?  We stay ready by watching and praying with sober hearts and minds.
B. Serve With Christlike Love (vv. 8, 9)

(1Pe 4:8 KJV)  And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

(1Pe 4:9 KJV)  Use hospitality one to another without grudging.

Love, agape love, is the foundation for all relationships in the believer’s life.  Almost any situation, any conflict, any trial, can be conquered when love is applied without condition.  That doesn’t mean we are not to set boundaries in our relationships, but we can love unconditionally and still have limits on our responses to other people’s issues.  If we love unconditionally, hospitality will be free and sincere.  People will know we love them with no strings attached.
C. Serve by the Enabling of Grace (vv. 10, 11)

(1Pe 4:10 KJV)  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

(1Pe 4:11 KJV)  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Jesus said the following:
(Mat 10:8 KJV)  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.
Whatever gift God has placed in us, He put there for service to others and to Him.  We have never received anything from the hand of God primarily for our use and enjoyment.  Stewardship involves our money, our time, our skills, and our effort.  The goal is always the promotion of God’s kingdom in the world of men, so that the Gospel will be heard and souls will be saved.  So many people determine that they will enjoy their lives without regard to the needs of others and the calling of God, and they end up living small lives that fail to make a difference or that cause destruction to themselves and others.  The believer’s calling is to serve.
III. Commit Yourself To God (1 Peter 4:12-19)

A. Know Trials Are Not Unusual (vv. 12, 13)

(1Pe 4:12 KJV)  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

(1Pe 4:13 KJV)  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

Peter returns to this concept of rejoicing through suffering.  We are to expect and embrace suffering, not with some sick need for it, but we have to realize that when the flesh suffers, the spirit in Christ has an opportunity to be purified and become more like the One we serve.  Comfort and plenty seldom push us to change for the better.  When we suffer for the cross, being mistreated for our stand as believers, we deliberately identify with the willing sufferings of Jesus.  Peter knew brutal persecution was ahead and was even current for many to whom he wrote this letter.  He wanted to encourage them to stand and rejoice even in the flame, as it were.  Their reward would be certain and eternal.
B. Abstain From Evildoing (vv. 14, 15)

(1Pe 4:14 KJV)  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

(1Pe 4:15 KJV)  But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters.

The name of Jesus would be lifted up as believers suffered meekly for their faith.  The hateful words and actions of unbelievers would only lift Him higher and spread the Gospel ever more widely.  Suffering for our misdeeds, on the contrary, does nothing for the kingdom of Christ.  We advertise only our own flaws and the rightful penalties for sin.  If we live as we should, the instances where we have to suffer for our wrongdoing will be few and far between.
C. When We Suffer as Christians (vv. 16-19)

(1Pe 4:16 KJV)  Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.

(1Pe 4:17 KJV)  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

(1Pe 4:18 KJV)  And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?

(1Pe 4:19 KJV)  Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

I know that suffering does not make me want to run out and go shouting joyously down the street, whatever the source or the reason.  Suffering hurts, body, mind and spirit!  Yet Peter tells us to rejoice when we suffer as believers.  We have to allow the Spirit to transform our viewpoint.  Our suffering is temporary, with the reward being eternal comfort, rest, and security in the presence of Christ.  If our suffering is painful, how much more will be the eternal suffering of those that choose to defy the truth?  We will only be in the presence of God by His eternal grace, so what about those that reject His grace?  In the middle of our suffering, we can pray for those that are causing the suffering, for they are much worse off than we are and they must repent or endure much greater suffering without end.  We serve a faithful Lord Who will sustain us and bring us to Himself after the suffering has ended for us.
Bottom line, serving God requires commitment to discipleship, allowing God to love through us unconditionally, and willingly suffering if necessary so that the world can hear about Him.  We don’t have to wonder where it will lead, because we know He is taking us home to be with Him.

