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Live With Faith And Hope
I. Kept By Genuine Faith (1 Peter 1:1-9)

A. Reason For Our Faith (vv. 1-4)

(1Pe 1:1 KJV)  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

(1Pe 1:2 KJV)  Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

(1Pe 1:3 KJV)  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

(1Pe 1:4 KJV)  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

The foundation of our faith is more awesome than we tend to recognize sometimes.  God looked into the future before He spoke the universe into reality and fashioned the laws that would govern its operation, saw us, and made provision for our welfare.  His foreknowledge under girds our faith.  God does not operate on faith, for He already knows the end from the beginning.  We must walk in faith that rests in His all-sufficiency and trusts His heart of love for us.  Like our faith, our hope depends solely on what God has done, and not at all on our resources.  Hope in Christ will keep us until hope changes to eternal reality.
B. Faith For Everlasting Salvation (vv. 5, 6)

(1Pe 1:5 KJV)  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

(1Pe 1:6 KJV)  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

God has promised and provided the deliverance we cannot live without.  His power is more than adequate to save us.  Because we still have to endure the darts of sin and Satan, we are kept and justified by faith in the eventual deliverance.
(Rom 1:17 KJV)  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

C. Faith More Precious Than Gold (vv. 7-9)

(1Pe 1:7 KJV)  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

(1Pe 1:8 KJV)  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

(1Pe 1:9 KJV)  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

We are going to be attacked and tried by life and people.  This is a certain fact.  Another certain fact is that steady faith in Jesus Christ will bring us to the eternal rewards of life and glory in Him.  No bad thing in life is bad enough to tear us away from Him, instead, we constantly grow to be like the One we wait to see with our own eyes.
II. Inspired By Enduring Hope (1 Peter 1:10-16)

A. Grace and Salvation Beget Hope (vv. 10-12)

(1Pe 1:10 KJV)  Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:

(1Pe 1:11 KJV)  Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

(1Pe 1:12 KJV)  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

The Old Testament prophets were given a difficult task.  The salvation they saw for humankind was still far in their future.  Their labor of love was to proclaim the coming of Christ and redemption, knowing they would not see it for themselves in their lives.  They were justified and saved by the faith they placed in God, a faith validated by the coming sacrifice of the Lamb.  Our redemption is so amazing that the angels wanted to know about it.
B. Hope Endures to the End (v. 13)

(1Pe 1:13 KJV)  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

God did not play children’s games with our souls as He planned to send His only Son to suffer and die for us.  It is vital that we do not try to play games with God.  Redemption that required the humiliation and substitutionary sacrifice if Christ merits serious, sincere regard in our minds and hearts.  If we play games with God, we will find ourselves out of the game, so to speak, and lost for eternity.
C. Hope Calls For Holy Living (vv. 14-16)

(1Pe 1:14 KJV)  As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:

(1Pe 1:15 KJV)  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;

(1Pe 1:16 KJV)  Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

He died for us when He could have cut us off without hope.  We are obligated to obey His voice and walk according to His will.  God is not unclear on this issue.  He is holy and He expects us to walk holy.  Following the sin He freed us from is rank disobedience to His call on our lives.
III. Redeemed By Precious Blood (1 Peter 1:17-21)

A. Reverence God (v. 17)

(1Pe 1:17 KJV)  And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:

God is God.  Simple, circular statement, but absolutely true.  He is Himself, not the deity we want to invent to fit our agenda.  Fear Him and know that He is merciful, but He is also faithful to judge us according to our walk.  Saying His name is not enough.
B. Honor Your Redemption (vv. 18-20)

(1Pe 1:18 KJV)  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

(1Pe 1:19 KJV)  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

(1Pe 1:20 KJV)  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

We were not redeemed from death by a fat bank account, stock transfers on Wall Street, or the last will and testament of a rich relative.  The blood Jesus willingly shed on the cross is more costly and dear than all the world’s wealth and power.  The payment is eternal and will cover us time without end, until sin and the curse of sin are purged from the universe and we can stand before the throne as saints transformed.
C. Keep Faith and Hope in God (v. 21)

(1Pe 1:21 KJV)  Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.

Faith and hope are wonderful things to sustain our strength in difficult situations.  They are only as good however as the truths they stand on.  Faith in myself and hope in government interventions and polite society, for instance, are weak unstable foundations that will always fail when we need them most.  If we are to endure, we will only trust God without reservation, and we will only hope in the revealed promises of His Word.  The chain of life for us is first faith, then faith engenders hope, hope opens the door to joy, and joy in God brings strength for enduring until the end.
