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Living A Sanctified Life
I. Walking In The  Light (1 John 1:5-10)
A. We Have Fellowship With God (vv. 5, 6)

(1Jn 1:5 KJV)  This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

(1Jn 1:6 KJV)  If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:

We have looked in past lessons at the nature and consequences of sin, and at the benefit of salvation from sin.  Sin binds us to its will, sin kills, sin blinds, and sin warps reality until we lose sight of even the most obvious truths.  The deliverance and redemption Jesus bought for us frees us from bondage to our sin nature, but it doesn’t eliminate that nature.  Sanctification is both positional and progressive.  We are set apart, consecrated to God at salvation, but we have to choose daily to walk in the light of truth.  We can be saved but unsanctified in our walk, and this condition will eventually rob us of our relationship with Jesus.
B. We Have Cleansing From Sin (v. 7)

(1Jn 1:7 KJV)  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

It is not the occasional stumbles and pratfalls of our lives that define who we are and will be.  Instead, it is the steady mindset of habitual choices that point us to the Cross or to the gates of hell.  Grace is sufficient for the falls as we sincerely repent.  A heart of discipleship opens the door to communion with Christ and open fellowship with other believers.  Walking in the light is walking obediently in all the truth you know about God, while allowing Him to open more truth to you.
C. We Confess Our Need of Cleansing (vv. 8-10)

(1Jn 1:8 KJV)  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

(1Jn 1:9 KJV)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(1Jn 1:10 KJV)  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

All of us sin sometimes.  John is quite blunt here.  If we become sanctimonious and proud of our vaunted place with God, we are merely living the lie we say we don’t have.  One key to successful discipleship is obedience.  Another vital key is examining our lives and confessing our sin on a frequent basis, daily or even more often if necessary.
II. Depending On The Advocate (1 John 2:1-6)

A. Our Advocate Is Christ (vv. 1, 2)

(1Jn 2:1 KJV)  My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

(1Jn 2:2 KJV)  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

If we are truly children of God, we will adopt a heart of desire to please Him.  That means we will actually fight the sin that attempts to overtake us.  The awesome assurance we have is that if and when we do fail to please the Father, our Advocate Jesus Christ is present to atone and redeem us from the new sins we commit, just as He is available and sufficient to pay for the sin of all humanity.
B. We Keep His Commandments (vv. 3, 4)

(1Jn 2:3 KJV)  And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.

(1Jn 2:4 KJV)  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

Belief and relationship in the kingdom of Christ is founded on and maintained by willing obedience to His laws.  There is actually no such animal as belief in God without obedience to God.  Such intellectual assent is a human fantasy, not related to actual reality.
C. We Manifest His Love (vv. 5, 6)

(1Jn 2:5 KJV)  But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.

(1Jn 2:6 KJV)  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

Obedient steps invite the favor and communion of God into our lives.  The more we obey the more we become like Him.  Jesus is our Example.  Whatever the Father breathed into His life, He expressed fully.  There was no conflict of will or fighting for control.
III. Living In Love (1 John 2:7-17)

A. Love Is Commanded by Christ (vv. 7, 8)

(1Jn 2:7 KJV)  Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning.

(1Jn 2:8 KJV)  Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.

Truth is eternal.  It is old in that it was true before we existed.  Truth is new in that it is manifested in us for the first time as we moved from darkness to light, death to life, and blindness to seeing the light of Christ.
B. Love Is Essential (vv. 9-11)

(1Jn 2:9 KJV)  He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.

(1Jn 2:10 KJV)  He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.

(1Jn 2:11 KJV)  But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.

Love is the hallmark of obedient faith in God.  God is love, as John stated in another passage.  If we walk in Him, we must necessarily walk in the love He puts in us.  Hatred of other people makes the rest of our purported Christianity a mere lie and demonstrates our personal blindness to truth and light.
C. Love Not the World (vv. 12-17)

(1Jn 2:12 KJV)  I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake.

(1Jn 2:13 KJV)  I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father.

(1Jn 2:14 KJV)  I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.

(1Jn 2:15 KJV)  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

(1Jn 2:16 KJV)  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

(1Jn 2:17 KJV)  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

John addresses his next words to the children, to the still young, and to the aged.  More than anything else, we should heed this passage.  Understanding that the “world” means everything outside of the purpose and pleasure of the Father on our behalf, John emphatically warns us against loving the world or the trappings of the world.  Loving those things that defy the will and nature of God pits us against Him.  John breaks down the worldly view into three categories that cover everything that gets us in trouble with God.  The desire to gratify the body destroys many lives.  The raging desire to acquire wealth and power does the same thing.  Human pride denies our need to change and shields us from the uncomfortable truth that would otherwise rescue us.  If we love the world, we will die with the world.  If we choose to love God, we can live eternally.
