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Living As Christ’s Disciples
I. Obey Christ’s Commands (1 John 2:3-11)

A. Knowing Christ, Obey Him (vv. 3-5)

(1Jn 2:3)  And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.

(1Jn 2:4)  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

(1Jn 2:5)  But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.

People seek something or someone to follow.  That need is part of our created nature.  It was placed in us to draw us to fellowship with God, as Adam and Eve had fellowship with Him before the Fall.  The sin nature we inherited from them failed to eradicate the urgent need to seek meaning beyond ourselves.  The need is now twisted by our fallen nature, so to satisfy it most people seek primarily human or even evil causes.  We can now only truly follow and fellowship with God after He reveals Himself to us and changes our heart.  Discipleship happens after redemption, not before.  However, we still have to choose Him from the myriad lesser choices available.  The Bible is repeatedly clear on the concept that true belief equals obedience.  If we truly are His disciples we will truly walk after His Word.
B. Follow Christ’s Example (vv. 6-8)

(1Jn 2:6)  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

(1Jn 2:7)  Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning.

(1Jn 2:8)  Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.

The task John sets before his readers is impossible, except for one vital truth.  We are the beneficiaries of the finished work of Jesus on Calvary.  The commandments of Christ are congruent with the commandments of Jehovah in the Old Testament, but we can easily see how the people of God then failed miserably time and again to live up to those commandments.  Johns says the commandments he refers to are old, but also new.  They have been in place since the Fall, but they are new because they are now doable, based on the Covenant of Grace we have in Christ.  Darkness is defeated for all time, and the true Light shines in us.
C. Live in Light and Love (vv. 9-11)

(1Jn 2:9)  He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.

(1Jn 2:10)  He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.

(1Jn 2:11)  But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.

It is an awesome thing to be free in Christ, but He still leaves the choice of paths up to us.  We can name Him as ours all we want, but the truth of our walk reveals itself in our daily decisions.  If we hate and despise others, for instance, our declaration of relationship is worth nothing.  If we choose to love with the love of God, we open our lives to His light and life.  Our choices matter.  Do we walk in the light, or stumble in the darkness?
II. Love Not the World (1 John 2:12-17)

A. Victorious Christian Living (vv. 12-14)

(1Jn 2:12)  I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake.

(1Jn 2:13)  I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father.

(1Jn 2:14)  I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.

John repeats himself for emphasis.  He urgently wanted the readers of his letter to know that he regarded them all as children of God, for they were forgiven and granted relationship with the Father.  He was encouraging the young to use their strength and knowledge of the Word to war and win against evil, and he spoke admiringly to the fathers, those that had walked with God and grown in wisdom from God.  At every age and every stage of maturity in our relationship with Christ, we can make a difference in the church and in the world if we steadfastly follow the Master.  We are to be ministers to one another.
B. Love God, Not the World (vv. 15, 16)

(1Jn 2:15)  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

(1Jn 2:16)  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

John uses the term “world” here to designate the institutions and cultures men invent without God.  We are taught to celebrate “diversity,” to approve and enjoy every variation of thought and deed around the planet without comparing them to truth as given to us by holy revelation.  It is the world that tells us all truths are equal.  If we call ourselves Christians then we have to proclaim and cling to the absolute truth of God alone.
The three categories of temptation and sin John lists covers every choice we make in life.  If we seek to satisfy our sexual appetites or other physical drives outside the boundaries God has established, we are surrendering to the lust of the flesh.  If we pursue the satisfaction of our senses and mind outside the boundaries of the Word, we are giving in to the lust of the eyes.  If we reason that we can make things work for us by our independent acts without relying on the wisdom and will of the Father, we are guilty of falling to the pride of life.  The common factor here is that we choose to act without God to get what we think we need.  That choice and the acts that follow are sin.
C. The Way to Live Forever (vv. 17)

(1Jn 2:17)  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

Sin will be judged.  Everything sin has touched will be destroyed.  Our eternal preservation will only be found in the purpose and pleasure of God.  Talent, intelligence, wealth, or the regard of men has nothing to contribute to our everlasting relationship with Christ.
III. Abide in Christ (1 John 2:18-29)

A. Reject Apostates and Antichrists (vv. 18, 19)

(1Jn 2:18)  Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

(1Jn 2:19)  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.

Logically, the path to everlasting relationship cannot be clearer.  The difficulty is not in knowing the truth, but in doing the truth, because application of the truth is opposed on many fronts, so discipleship is warfare, not against people but against the evil of the sin nature and the schemes of Satan.  We know of the prophecies of the Antichrist, but John cautions the church about those that come with the same spirit and intentions.  Satan lies and draws away people that choose to seek power and fulfillment outside of Christ; such people are antichrist.  There were many in John’s day, and there are many more of them now.  Our warfare is not with them, but with the lying messages they bring.
B. Keep Truth and the Anointing (vv. 20-25)

(1Jn 2:20)  But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

(1Jn 2:21)  I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

(1Jn 2:22)  Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.

(1Jn 2:23)  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.
(1Jn 2:24)  Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father.

(1Jn 2:25)  And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.

Discernment in the disciple is not a luxury, it is a requirement.  We have to learn truth so we can recognize and battle against untruth.  We can not remember enough this simple statement; it matters what you believe!  Your faith will either take you to heaven to be eternally with Christ, or it will separate you from Him for eternity.  Jesus is the only eternal Son of God Who was born to die and live again for our redemption and everlasting life.  He is the only Way, the only Truth, and the only Life.  His will is our breath and strength.  His love is given to us to flow to an unsaved world through the Gospel.  We live and move only by the Spirit of Christ in us.  We are forgiven, washed in the blood, made saints by His righteousness, and sin is to have no foothold in our lives.  These are the truths we live by, the truths that will see us through.  Anything that dilutes, detracts from, or denies these truths must be avoided and fought against.
C. Remain in Christ (vv. 26-29)

(1Jn 2:26)  These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you.

(1Jn 2:27)  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

(1Jn 2:28)  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.

(1Jn 2:29)  If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.

Seduction is the act of drawing away from right by offering pleasure and fulfillment in wrong.  The world that needs the Gospel is continually seducing the church to abandon or modify truth to fit human whims.  Do we want to be comfortable, or righteous?  Jesus said the Holy Spirit will be our Teacher.  The anointing John talks about here is the indwelling Spirit.  If we live by the Spirit, He will teach us to walk with Christ and choose truth, whatever else is being offered to us. The Spirit’s mission is to make us like Jesus.  Bottom line, discipleship is essentially living by the will of the Spirit.  This is the highest attainment for any believer in Christ.

