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Living In An Unbelieving World
I. Danger Of False Teaching (2 Peter 2:1-11)

A. Guard Against False Teachers (vv. 1-3)

(2Pe 2:1 KJV)  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

(2Pe 2:2 KJV)  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

(2Pe 2:3 KJV)  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

We know what to believe.  The full range and depth of our faith is anchored in the revealed written Word of God.  Unfortunately, there is enough “wiggle room” in the syntax of scripture to foster a bewildering variety of interpretations, most of which lead to falsehood and even heresy.  That is one reason the Church of God stands on the premise of “rightly dividing” or correctly interpreting the Bible.  To say we fight against unbelief is to say we war against false belief, because everybody believes something.  Peter is specifically targeting those that come into the body of believers in the truth and begin to teach a massaged or warped version of truth that is not really truth.  Even worse, some of the false teachers started out with a true relationship with Christ and chose to walk a different path.  Such false teachers can damage and destroy the authentic faith of the unwary.
B. Know God Judges False Teachers (vv. 3-6)

(2Pe 2:3 KJV)  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

(2Pe 2:4 KJV)  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

(2Pe 2:5 KJV)  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

(2Pe 2:6 KJV)  And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;

Peter loved people as Jesus loved people.  He was a true pastor.  Pastoring sometimes has to involve defending the weak against the enemies of Christ both internal and external.  Peter wanted no man to perish without Jesus, but he knew that God would faithfully judge those that chose to attack the truth and live a lie in rebellion.  Scripture is full of examples of such judgment.  God guards His Word and His will.  Anyone that chooses to rebel against Him without repenting will know His judgment.  Truth is truth and it can either set us free or stand as witness against our souls.
C. Know God Delivers His People (vv. 7-11)

(2Pe 2:7 KJV)  And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:

(2Pe 2:8 KJV)  (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)

(2Pe 2:9 KJV)  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

(2Pe 2:10 KJV)  But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

(2Pe 2:11 KJV)  Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.

Lot was a prime example of both the life-saving grace of God and the long-term damage that sinful rebellion can cause.  Lot himself was spared his life by grace, but he lost his wife due to her stubborn desire for the carnal life of Sodom, and his daughters engineered a perversion of God’s plan for Lot’s descendants, because they still harbored the corruption of Sodom in their hearts despite having physically escaped the city’s doom.
Peter points out a common characteristic of the morally rebellious.  This character flaw is the denial of any authority higher than themselves.  To knowingly sin against the truth of God means we are flatly stating that we need not listen to the authority of God or any voice that He sends into our lives.  Even the angels, smarter, stronger, and higher in every way than we are, defer to the authority of the Father in dealing with rebellious men.  How we respond to authority, good or bad, displays the inner state of our relationship with God.
II. Fate Of False Teachers (2 Peter 2:12-22)

A. Cursed By Their Own Corruption (vv. 12-16)

(2Pe 2:12 KJV)  But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

(2Pe 2:13 KJV)  And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;

(2Pe 2:14 KJV)  Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

(2Pe 2:15 KJV)  Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

(2Pe 2:16 KJV)  But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.

Eventually, no matter how smoothly a false teacher presents his view of truth to attract followers, the dead, rotting corruption of his inner heart will publicly display his true nature.  The carnal fleshly pursuits will overtake him, the self-serving attitudes of sin will color his words and actions, and the inevitable consequences of sin will bring open shame and exposure to the secrets of his heart.  In other words, a false teacher will fall victim to his own falsehoods.
B. In Bondage To Sin (vv. 17-19)

(2Pe 2:17 KJV)  These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.

(2Pe 2:18 KJV)  For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

(2Pe 2:19 KJV)  While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

God is no respecter of persons, but neither is sin.  The promise of freedom from the laws of God and traditional morality is a deceptive trap.  Those that believe the charisma of a “new way” will soon find it is no better than the old ways of rebellion.  False words cannot bring life.  False teachers are as bound as their followers are to sin and its wages.  
C. In The Worst Condition (vv. 20-22)
(2Pe 2:20 KJV)  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

(2Pe 2:21 KJV)  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

(2Pe 2:22 KJV)  But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

God holds all men responsible for what they know.  There are no exceptions.  A believer that knows freedom from sin and death and that deliberately chooses to return to rebellion will suffer more because he or she knows better.  This is a harsh truth, but true nonetheless.  We should live for God because we love Him, but we should also feel a healthy level of fear of His justice and determine not to return to the darkness He rescued us from.  That does not mean God doesn’t give second or third chances.  His grace is great, but cannot be presumed upon.  How we suffer when we knowingly refuse to listen and repent!
III. Facing Last-Days Doubters (2 Peter 3:1-7)

A. Hold On To The Truth (vv. 1, 2)

(2Pe 3:1 KJV)  This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:

(2Pe 3:2 KJV)  That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:

Peter understood the failings of human minds and hearts.  He did not doubt the intents of his listeners.  He wanted to remind them emphatically of truths they had already heard.  We all need frequent reminders of our foundational beliefs.  Life lived in opposition to a environment of falsehood and sin tends to steal away the strength of our convictions, unless we often renew our minds and hearts in Christ, through the Word and prayer and listening to the counsel of the Spirit.  
B. Be Unmoved By Scoffers (vv. 3, 4)

(2Pe 3:3 KJV)  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

(2Pe 3:4 KJV)  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

Peter knew through the Spirit that the skepticism of people both inside and outside the church, to the hope of Christ’s return, would only increase with time.  These days, believing in the soon coming of the Savior brands us as extreme fanatics out of touch with modern knowledge and views of the relevant passages of scripture.  Our culture is materialistic and nature worshipping, denying the ability of a God to personally intervene in His creation.  The choice is this; do we succumb to the flood of “facts” that deny the promise of God, or do we hold on to the truth?  Much of the church has indeed surrendered to the ideas of the world and largely abandoned the hope of His coming.  Will He come back to receive those that no longer look for Him?  I don’t want to experiment with that question.  I choose to look for Him each day.
C. Live By The Facts (vv. 5-7)

(2Pe 3:5 KJV)  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:

(2Pe 3:6 KJV)  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:

(2Pe 3:7 KJV)  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

The “facts” of modern thinking are not the truth of the Word.  If we accept that God’s Word is true, then we know the true facts are what Peter talks about in these verses.  God judged the planet for man’s sin before, and He promise to do it again by fire instead of water.  God is righteous, He has a plan for dealing with sin in His creation, and the time for judgment approaches.  Even if we feel we are the only one that still believes the Word, we must hold fast.  There are many that still believe and there will be many that believe when He does return for His people.  Truth will be revealed to the unbelieving, but it will be too late for most by that time.  Our mission now is to disseminate truth through the Gospel while we still have the opportunity, and to cling to authentic faith despite the siren songs of false teachings.
