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Lord, Teach Us To Pray”
I. Follow Christ’s Pattern (Luke 11:14)

A. Instruction for Praying Requested (v. 1)

(Luk 11:1 KJV)  And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.

Jesus probably prayed in the presence of His disciples quite frequently.  They communicated with John’s disciples, in fact, some of Jesus disciples were former followers of John.  John had instructed his disciples on the art and skill of effective prayer, so the disciples of Jesus wanted Him to teach them also.  This demonstrates to us that effective prayer can be learned.  God graciously answers even the most unskillful prayers prayed in faith, but as in every other component of our discipleship, He wants us to learn the how and the why of His will for us.  Learning how to pray is most definitely not memorizing a rote set of utterances; instead, it is learning how to approach God in sincerity and transparency, abandoning all preconceptions, and recklessly trusting Him for what we need.
B. Address Prayer to the Father (v. 2)

(Luk 11:2 KJV)  And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.
I suspect that Jesus never prayed exactly the same prayer twice.  He was so in tune with the will of the Father that every communication between them precisely fit the unique time and place of the prayer.  He knew however that we are creatures of habit, so He presented His followers with a general pattern of prayer that they could build on as individuals.  He wanted them to know first that the most vital part of any petition to the Father should begin with prioritizing praise and adoration.  God is not a spoiled rich brat that will only reward pleas if he is stroked and flattered.  He is God and Creator and all relationships with Him are founded on His worth and deity.  He created us to praise Him.  Praise will be uppermost in our prayer life if we want pray His way.  Prayer does not change the nature or will of God, but will most certainly change us.  Adopting a habit of praising Him before petitioning Him molds our perception of Him and our receptiveness to His voice.  It keeps us aware that we are the creation humbly approaching the Creator, not a master summoning his servant.
C. Offer Appropriate Petitions to God (vv. 3, 4)

(Luk 11:3 KJV)  Give us day by day our daily bread.
(Luk 11:4 KJV)  And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
The next step in prayer is to lay our needs at the Father’s feet.  We cannot sincerely do this unless we have chosen to believe He can meet those needs.  Prayer in faith is the only prayer God wants or will answer.  He knows we get scared, disappointed, and uncertain about events and the future.  If we learn to surrender those fears to Him and leap into His arms, we will be astounded by His providential care.  He did not fill the pages of the Word with great promises as a PR stunt.  Those promises are valid and are being accomplished in us as we let God be God through our prayer life.
We have a constant need for the forgiveness of the Father.  The blood of Christ was shed to deliver us from the power of sin and keep us in a covering of justification as we follow Jesus.  Confessing and repenting should be a regular component of prayer.  The key to our continued grace in the blood is our willingness to forgive others that offend us.

(Mat 18:21 KJV)  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?

(Mat 18:22 KJV)  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.
(Mat 18:23 KJV)  Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants.
(Mat 18:24 KJV)  And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents.
(Mat 18:25 KJV)  But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made.
(Mat 18:26 KJV)  The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.
(Mat 18:27 KJV)  Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt.
(Mat 18:28 KJV)  But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.
(Mat 18:29 KJV)  And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.
(Mat 18:30 KJV)  And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt.
(Mat 18:31 KJV)  So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done.
(Mat 18:32 KJV)  Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me:
(Mat 18:33 KJV)  Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?
(Mat 18:34 KJV)  And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.
(Mat 18:35 KJV)  So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.
II. Persist In Prayer (Luke 11:5-8)

A. Parable About Prayer (vv. 5, 6)

(Luk 11:5 KJV)  And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;
(Luk 11:6 KJV)  For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?
Prayer is one of two things in our lives.  It is either a religious activity that wins brownie points with our neighbors and friends, but has no discernable effect on us personally, or, it is a heartfelt communication with the God of heaven and earth in which we pour out ourselves in faith-filled surrender to a Friend that sticks closer than a brother.  On the surface, the two extremes can look and sound much alike.  The proof of authenticity is in the results, for only God can answer prayer, even though He will use anything and everything in His creation to bring such answers.  Bottom line, until the answer manifests, superficial utterances and authentic worshipful prayer can be hard to tell apart.  Jesus used this simple story of a neighbor with a need to illustrate the mechanics of effective prayer.
B. At First, No Success (v. 7)

(Luk 11:7 KJV)  And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.
Praying and persisting in prayer is hard when there seems to be no positive response.  We can get discouraged and quit, or we can cling to the clear promises of the Word and apply our faith in the goodness of the Father and keep plowing the ground.  The mind and body pressures us to stop, but that is just where we must push ahead in reckless trust.
C. Persistence Is Rewarded (v. 8)

(Luk 11:8 KJV)  I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.
A friend is a friend if he or she responds to the needs of a friend.  The friend in this story was roused and prompted by the need more than the friendship.  It was the persistence of the needy neighbor that won the day.  Remember that God is better than a sleepy neighbor irritated by our calls.  The needy neighbor discovered that persistence is powerful.  We can find this true in our prayer life.  Some prayers are answered in a day, and others must be carried for decades.  God is not about time.  He works with timing.
III. Expect God’s Best (Luke 11:9-13)

A. Keep On Praying (vv. 9, 10)

(Luk 11:9 KJV)  And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
(Luk 11:10 KJV)  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
These are promises Jesus meant for His disciples, including us, to stand on in prayer.  God is a constant Provider of our needs.  Asking, seeking, and knocking in faith will elicit a response without fail.  Our frequent problem is that we won’t see anything as an answer except an immediate result that fits our will.  We don’t want “no” or “wait” to be part of God’s vocabulary of answers, but the reality is that we ask, sometimes according to His will, sometime according to ours, but He always answers according to His will.
B. Earthly Fathers Do Good (vv. 11, 12)

(Luk 11:11 KJV)  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?
(Luk 11:12 KJV)  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?
No parent worthy of the name willingly torments their children with disappointment or deprivation.  Parents want to act in the best interest of their child, while understanding that the child may not always understand or grasp the import of their own requests.  The idea of a parent deliberately neglecting or abusing his child was a repulsive concept.
C. Our Heavenly Father Is Best (v. 13)

(Luk 11:13 KJV)  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?
We can sometimes question whether or not our parents or parents we observe, or even we ourselves as parents, are truly putting the welfare of children first, with good reason.  We are sinful beings and sometimes we are brutally selfish.  Jesus was making both a comparison and a contrast in this passage.  Our best is never as good as our heavenly Father, plus He never reverts to selfish negligence as we may be prone to do.  His best is His first offering to us.  His best is Himself, dwelling in us in the Person of the Holy Spirit.  We can live in intimate communion in our prayer life and all other times.  Prayer is the breath of our life in Jesus.  With the Spirit motivating and permeating our spirit we can breathe freely in prayer and worship, bringing heaven into our souls, whatever need we come to Him with.
