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Love God
I. The Great Commandment (Deuteronomy 6:3-5; Mark 12:28-30)

A. Obey God, Be Blessed (Deuteronomy 6:3)

(Deu 6:3)  Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey.

Our relationship to God determines our destiny.  We all know that, but sometimes we act as though that is the farthest thing from our minds.  There is NO good thing that comes to us now or in eternity unless it originates in the mind and will of the Father.  God made that point clear to the Israelites as they prepared to finally enter the place He had promised Abraham would be theirs.  They had to listen and obey His Word if they were to reap the blessings of the covenant.  Hearing God has never been enough.  Obedience, not mental acknowledgment, expresses true belief.
B. Hear:  Our God Is One (6:4)

(Deu 6:4)  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

This was the fundamental declaration of faith of the Israelite community.  The Jews possessed a gift of grace that was not generally shared among the civilizations of that day, the faith in one God only.  Monotheism set them apart from the Gentile nations, but not just monotheism, monotheism based on truth.  There is only One, and if we want eternal life, He is the only Truth we can accept.  For the Jews of the Old Testament, the concept of Trinity was not well understood.  The Father is One, the Son is One, and the Spirit is One, three Persons in One, still One God.  We can’t really wrap our minds around that concept, but it is true nonetheless.

C. Love God Supremely (6:5; Mark 12:28-30)

(Deu 6:5)  And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

(Mar 12:28)  And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all?

(Mar 12:29)  And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:
(Mar 12:30)  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.
Jesus echoed the words of Deuteronomy in this passage from Mark.  The scribe, whose vocation was carefully copying Scripture, should have already known the answer to his question, and was probably testing Jesus’ theology and knowledge of the Law.  He didn’t realize he was addressing the Law Giver Himself!
If God is Who He says He is, and of course we believe He is, then the only logical course for us is complete surrender to Him, body, soul, and spirit.  Withholding our loyalty or love is self-defeating and destructive.  He made us, He owns us, and He decides our fate, so we will be better off playing by His rules.  He also loves us more than we can ever love Him, so His rules are formulated for our good as well as for His glory.  We will never regret making Him our first priority.
II. Communicate The Great Commandment (Deuteronomy 6:6-9)

A. Have God’s Word in Your Heart (v. 6)

(Deu 6:6)  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:

The importance of obedience to the Word and Will of God requires that those Words become part of us, that we internalize them and express them from the inside out.  The reason the Israelites kept falling and rising under the Covenant was because for most of them, the Law was an externally applied set of rules, instead of a guide that motivated them from obedient hearts.
B. Teach God’s Word (v. 7)

(Deu 6:7)  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

Not only did God mean for His people to learn and be transformed by the power of His Word, He also emphatically insisted that the people pass the truth to the next generation through oral teaching and active example.
As believers under the New Covenant, we must also be diligent to pass our faith to our children.  We will stand to answer before the Judge if we knowingly fail to do this.  Personally, I believe the worst kind of child abuse is to neglect passing the Truth to young children, allowing them to absorb their values from the depraved culture we live in today or even actively encouraging the corruption of their hearts by telling them they can wait till they are older before deciding what they believe.

C. Live by God’s Word (vv. 8, 9)

(Deu 6:8)  And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.

(Deu 6:9)  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

Truth must be integral to all aspects of our lives.  We should actively oppose the trend of removing references and acknowledgments of God from the public arena.  A completely “secular” society is a depraved society.  The Israelites were to be walking testimonies of the Covenant, and so are we to be for the Gospel!
III. Practical Expressions Of Loving God (Deuteronomy 6:10-25)

A. Remember God’s Blessings (vv. 10-12)

(Deu 6:10)  And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not,

(Deu 6:11)  And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full;

(Deu 6:12)  Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

It is a repetitive tragedy of the human condition; we enjoy the blessings of deliverance from trouble, then we forget Who delivered us.  We even begin to think we delivered ourselves through our own intelligence and strength.  The lie of self-sufficiency deals death to our relationship with God.
B. Reverence and Worship God (vv. 13-19)
(Deu 6:13)  Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.

(Deu 6:14)  Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you;

(Deu 6:15)  (For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth.

(Deu 6:16)  Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah.

(Deu 6:17)  Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee.

(Deu 6:18)  And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD: that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers,

(Deu 6:19)  To cast out all thine enemies from before thee, as the LORD hath spoken.

God was abundantly and emphatically clear to His covenant people.  Their continued health and prosperity would depend on their choice to worship and follow Him without deviating into sin and idolatry.  He was totally committed to their good and expected them to be totally committed to Him.  Sounds fair, doesn’t it.  We are also expected to be sold out to Christ, just as He gave Himself totally for us.  Halfway measures and divided loyalty won’t cut it.  Neither will the post-modern philosophy that insists all paths of belief are equally valid.
C. Testify of God’s Works (vv. 20-25)

(Deu 6:20)  And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD our God hath commanded you?

(Deu 6:21)  Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand:

(Deu 6:22)  And the LORD shewed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes:

(Deu 6:23)  And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land which he sware unto our fathers.

(Deu 6:24)  And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day.

(Deu 6:25)  And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.

The traditions of the people of the Covenant were to be centered in the Covenant.  Their history and culture were to be permeated with the worship of and service to Jehovah.  It didn’t quite work out that way because they left obedience and deviated into self-will and seeking after the traditions of the nations around them.  The Law justified only as it was obeyed.  Observance was imputed to them for right standing before God.  The inward hearts of the Israelites did not change, and that is why Jesus came to grant us a new and living way.  We have less excuse for failing to obey than did the Old Testament Jews, because we can be internally transformed and freed from the bondage to our sin nature, an option not available under the Law.  We must take advantage of the Law of Grace we have been given, and set our hearts to make God the priority of our lives.  Loving God is our path to life.  There is no other Way than Christ Jesus.
