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Love Others
I. Love Your Neighbor As Yourself (Matthew 22:36-40; Romans 13:8-10)

A. Next to the Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:36-40)

(Mat 22:36)  Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

(Mat 22:37)  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
(Mat 22:38)  This is the first and great commandment.
(Mat 22:39)  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
(Mat 22:40)  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Last Sunday we looked at the highest priority for any human being, that is, to love God.  Our eternity rests firmly on our response to this obligation.  Jesus was approached with a simple question in this passage.  What is the greatest commandment?  Jesus could answer that question from the perspective of God Himself, because He was and is God.  His answer is as expected, but He quickly tied another command to the greatest one, teaming them together as inseparable requirements.  This is indeed God’s final Word on the matter.  John expressed Jesus’ meaning from a negative perspective:
(1Jn 3:17)  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

(1Jn 3:18)  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

B. Indebted To Love Others (Romans 13:8)

(Rom 13:8)  Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.

Christians should never seek to be debt-free.  This is a surprising statement, but we are always to be debtors, not in finance or restitution for wrongs done, but owing every person around us the love that Jesus freely shed into our hearts and lives.
C. Love Fulfills the Law (vv. 9, 10)

(Rom 13:9)  For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

(Rom 13:10)  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

If we love, we won’t hurt others deliberately.  If we love, we won’t leave our mistakes for some one else to pay for or fix.  If we love, we will respect the person and rights of other people, even those we disagree with.  If we love, the welfare of another will be as important to us as our own welfare.
II. Brotherly Love Described (Romans 12:9-21)

A. Caring for One Another (vv. 9-13)

(Rom 12:9)  Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.

(Rom 12:10)  Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;

(Rom 12:11)  Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;

(Rom 12:12)  Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;

(Rom 12:13)  Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.

Agape love is a love of choice, not based on feelings.  Paul warned the believers not to choose to show “fake” love with hidden motives, but to choose to love honestly.  True love will choose good, not evil.  He counseled them to live out an emotional love toward each other.  Choosing to love and loving passionately will cause us to spend our energy and time seeking the good of others.
B. Living Peaceably (vv. 14-18)

(Rom 12:14)  Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.

(Rom 12:15)  Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.

(Rom 12:16)  Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.

(Rom 12:17)  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.

(Rom 12:18)  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

In a perfect world there would be no need for verses 14 through 18.  We don’t live in a perfect world, so conflicts will arise and enemies will attack.  As humans, we naturally want to defend and retaliate.  As children of God and disciples of Christ we are to return good for evil, compassion and love for hatred, honesty for betrayal, and kindness for mistreatment.
C. Overcoming Evil With Good (vv. 19-21)

(Rom 12:19)  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.

(Rom 12:20)  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.

(Rom 12:21)  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

We are to advance a high standard in a depraved environment.  We are to trust God to be our Defense.  People may think us strange or even weak when they see us refrain from payback, but love will conquer, because God is love, and He never loses.
III. Brotherly Love In Action (Romans 14:1-10)

A. Receiving Fellow Believers (vv. 1-3)

(Rom 14:1)  Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.

(Rom 14:2)  For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs.

(Rom 14:3)  Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him.

We are not to be arrogant in our faith.  All believers are loved of God and are to be loved by us, even if that means we have to change our usual way of conducting our lives to avoid offending a fellow believer with issues about us.  They are also told not to judge others by their self-made standards, but that is between them and their Lord.  We are taught by society to stand up for our “rights.”  God tells us to stand up for others, even when that means our “rights” are ignored.
B. Leaving Judgment to God (vv. 4-6)

(Rom 14:4)  Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.

(Rom 14:5)  One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

(Rom 14:6)  He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.

We must respond with love even when we feel the situation is ridiculous or unnecessary.  This is not the natural human response;  instead, it is the supernatural believer’s response.  Judging each other on controversial matters is not showing love.  Our destiny depends on the finished work of Christ for our salvation, not on what we eat or wear, or when we meet to worship.  Lifting up Christ to the world should be the goal, not proving each other wrong or right on picky details.
C. Honoring Christ as Lord (vv. 7-10)

(Rom 14:7)  For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.

(Rom 14:8)  For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.

(Rom 14:9)  For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.

(Rom 14:10)  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

If we love each other as God wants us to, we will find common ground together and fulfill the mission of the Gospel.  That is not to say we start accepting heresy or error so we can walk with every one that claims to be a Christian.  We have to rightly discern what Paul is saying here.  In other scriptures he describes wolves that must be weeded out and rejected.  There will always be small issues that are not sinful or heretical from either perspective of disagreement.  On those things we have to reach beyond them and be unified to reach lost souls for the Kingdom, allowing God to be Arbiter and Judge.  The right mortar will hold a brick wall together even if it is being twisted and stressed.  The right love will hold the Church together when conflicts arise.
