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Moving Into New Territory
I. The Holy Spirit Guides (Acts 16:6-10)
A. Forbidden by the Spirit (vv. 6, 7)

(Act 16:6)  Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,

(Act 16:7)  After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.

God has a sovereign strategic plan for His creation.  He manifests His will in our individual lives as part of His overall design.  Sometimes, His direction makes no sense because we don’t have His view of events.  Does that excuse our disobedience or obstinacy when He moves on us to act or refrain from acting?  No it does not.  We are called simply to obey, not analyze God’s motives and replace His direction with an agenda that makes more sense to us.
It seems counter to everything the Holy Spirit had done so far in the Church, for Him to ban Paul and his companions from traveling to a certain area.  However, Paul put obeying the Father above understanding His reasons.

B. Waiting for Guidance (v. 8)

(Act 16:8)  And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas.

Paul turned away from the places the Spirit told Him to stay away from.  He knew that God had ordained this second missionary journey, so he continued in another direction.  We should be like Paul, continuing to work for Christ while waiting for specific instruction.
C. Guided by a Vision (vv. 9, 10)
(Act 16:9)  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.

(Act 16:10)  And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.

There must have been a great deal of speculation on Paul’s and his companions’ part as to why they were forbidden to go to Bithynia.  The Spirit settled their questions with an emphatic call in a vision.  If we are willing to walk in obedience, even in blindness, the Spirit will, in His time, open our eyes to the larger picture.  God wanted the Gospel to go into Europe on the lips of these missionaries.  This move of God began the wave that would reach our ancestors.  I’m glad God knew what He was doing.
II. The Lord Opens Hearts (Acts 16:11-15)

A. Waiting for Opportunity (vv. 11, 12)
(Act 16:11)  Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis;

(Act 16:12)  And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding certain days.

Philippi was a major European city.  If the Gospel could be established there, believers would take it into the depths of Europe.  According to the lesson commentary, the city was a colony founded by Rome to serve as a front line for the Empire, and was largely populated by Roman citizens.
B. Attending a Sabbath-Day Prayer Meeting (v. 13)

(Act 16:13)  And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither.

Apparently there was no synagogue in Philippi, so the Jewish inhabitants met at the riverside to worship and pray.  Paul was wise enough to break his normal pattern and go to where the people were.  The place doesn’t matter if men and women are open to the Gospel.
C. A Household Converted (vv. 14, 15)
(Act 16:14)  And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.

(Act 16:15)  And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.

God makes powerful connections in our lives when we move at His behest.  Lydia was a business woman, and well to do.  She believed the Gospel along with her household, and through her God provided a place for Paul and his companions to stay while they were in Philippi.
III. The Gospel Changes Lives

A. Overcoming Demonic Power (vv. 16-18)

(Act 16:16)  And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:

(Act 16:17)  The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.

(Act 16:18)  And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.

Paul was breaking new ground with the Gospel.  Opposition in some form was expected and inevitable.  That it would come from a demon-possessed young lady who apparently was willing to verify their identity and message, was somewhat different.  Paul discerned the source and the purpose of her words and confronted the evil in her with the name of Jesus, and the spirit had to flee.  Satan can be quite creative in his cunning.  Apparently supporting their message was an attempt to identify with and benefit from the real power and miracles they performed, thus gaining credibility for the fortune-teller.
B. Enduring Persecution (vv. 19-24)
(Act 16:19)  And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers,

(Act 16:20)  And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city,

(Act 16:21)  And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans.

(Act 16:22)  And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them.

(Act 16:23)  And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:

(Act 16:24)  Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.

The men making a profit from the young woman’s demonic enslavement could no longer use her, for she was free.  They did not care for her, but only for their gain.  It was simple for them to incite a mob against these invading Jews, resulting in their being beaten and imprisoned in the worst part of the local jail.  They were so treated for offering freedom to a soul, nothing more.  What have we done to invite the anger of evil in this world?  Jesus said we would have tribulation.  Are we being enough like Him to warrant such treatment?
C. Miraculous Deliverance (vv. 25-34)
(Act 16:25)  And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.

(Act 16:26)  And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

(Act 16:27)  And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.

(Act 16:28)  But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.

(Act 16:29)  Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,

(Act 16:30)  And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

(Act 16:31)  And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

(Act 16:32)  And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.

(Act 16:33)  And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.

(Act 16:34)  And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.

It is clear that Paul and Silas were not deterred or discouraged by the violence and imprisonment.  They loudly demonstrated their faith and worship.  This was no show of bravado.  They were sincere in their eagerness to exalt Christ. God honored their worship, intervening in a mighty way and validating the Gospel to yet another family.  When we obey and trust God, He wins no matter the circumstances.  When He wins we win also.  We can be thankful now for faithful determined men and women that took the Gospel to our forbears and opened the Book of Truth to the generations leading to us.
