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Obedience to God’s Commands
I. Obedience To God Demanded Leviticus 18:1-5; Deuteronomy 6:13-18, 25
A. You Shall Not Do (Leviticus 18:1-3)

(Lev 18:1)  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

(Lev 18:2)  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the LORD your God.

(Lev 18:3)  After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances.

God is not legalistic in His approach to the salvation of mankind.  Legalism sprouts when men take the high demands of obedience to God and strip them of all spiritual content.  Being right then becomes only doing right, as assessed by a self-righteous arbiter.  God gave the Israelites a rigorous system of behavior that was founded on His righteousness, not theirs.  The umbrella principle that made the Law good was the essential rightness of obeying Jehovah and no other, because He is Lord.
B. You Shall Do (vv. 4, 5)

(Lev 18:4)  Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am the LORD your God.

(Lev 18:5)  Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD.

Obedience to God is balanced between avoiding evil and embracing good.  It is never enough to say “I don’t do anything wrong.”  We must also be determined to do right.  The goodness of God is seen in the positive fruit of the Spirit in each believer’s life.
(James 4:17)  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

C. Benefits of Obedience (Deuteronomy 6:13-18, 25)

(Deu 6:13)  Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.

(Deu 6:14)  Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you;

(Deu 6:15)  (For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth.

(Deu 6:16)  Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah.

(Deu 6:17)  Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee.

(Deu 6:18)  And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD: that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers,

(Deu 6:25)  And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.

The Law could not change the heart of the Israelites.  There was no power in the commands to transform the soul and quicken the spirit of even the most loyal in the nation.  That is why God did not address the state of their heart.  Justification under the Law derived solely from the deliberate acts of obedience to the Law.  God was clear in His promises of consequences to the disobedient, as well as rewards to the obedient. Of course God knew the limitations of the Law, but he granted grace to His people and accepted their tangible acts as righteous.
II. Justified By Faith, Not Law (Galatians 3:10-14, 19-25)

A. No Justification by the Law (vv. 10-12)
(Gal 3:10)  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.

(Gal 3:11)  But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.

(Gal 3:12)  And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.

Paul had been a Pharisee, steeped in the depths of legalism derived from the rote obedience of the Law.  He understood the impossibility of actually following every tangible requirement of the Law, a fact that left every one trying to live by the Law, cursed by the Law.  The Law could only condemn, not justify.  The heart relationship of faith in the finished work of Christ is the only way to real justification.
B. Redeemed From Sin’s Curse (vv. 13, 14)

(Gal 3:13)  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

(Gal 3:14)  That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Jesus took the curses of the Law on Himself.  If the curses are negated, what is left?  Obviously, only the blessings remain.  The blessing Paul speaks of here is not the physical blessings, but the greatest blessing of all, the imputation of righteousness by faith alone.  We have the Spirit dwelling in us to manifest all the benefits of real transformation in Christ.
C. Brought to Christ by the Law (vv. 19-25)

(Gal 3:19)  Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.

(Gal 3:20)  Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.

(Gal 3:21)  Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.

(Gal 3:22)  But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.

(Gal 3:23)  But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.

(Gal 3:24)  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

(Gal 3:25)  But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.

“It was added….till”.  The Law was never intended to be the final solution for man’s sin.  It was a holy set of standards that taught us the nature of God and illustrated the enormous gap between what we are and what we must be to be righteous.  The justification of obedience to the Law existed only by faith in the final solution still to be revealed.  Jesus fulfilled the Law by replacing the Band-Aid with the deep healing and restoration of our relationship to the Father.  The New Covenant between God and man has both gone deeper and transcended higher than the Old Covenant.
III. Freedom To Love And Obey (John 14:23, 24; Galatians 5:1-6, 13, 14)

A. Obedience Is Proof of Love (John 14:23, 24)
(Joh 14:23)  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.

(Joh 14:24)  He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.

If we are justified by faith and not works now, where does obedience fit in?  Jesus’ words here show why the New Covenant is higher than the Old. The Law did not deal with the state of the heart.  Under the Law of Grace, the metamorphosis of the inner man is both possible and essential, and the transformed nature of the believer is expected to bear fruit in tangible obedience to the high calling of Jesus Christ.  To refuse to obey is to expose the lack of change in the spirit.  We won’t get to heaven if we don’t love Jesus and our obedience or lack thereof will show whether we love Him.
B. Free To Obey Christ (Galatians 5:1-6)

(Galatians 5:1)  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

(Galatians 5:2)  Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.

(Galatians 5:3)  For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.

(Galatians 5:4)  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.

(Galatians 5:5)  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.

(Galatians 5:6)  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.

We have freedom from rote ritual and ceremony to please God.  Going back to that for the Jews was to abandon their freedom in Christ.  Accepting the strictures of the Law meant they really did not believe the blood of Jesus could be their justification.  For them and for us, the path to life is through abandoning ourselves to trust in the atoning death of Jesus and not adding something to it, as if His sacrifice were not enough.
C. Love Fulfills the Law (vv. 13, 14)

(Galatians 5:13)  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.

(Galatians 5:14)  For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

The other danger for us believers in this day is that we come to see the glorious fact of our justification by faith in Christ, as opening the doors to every personal whim and behavior, because since our acts do not justify us, neither should they condemn us.  The core holiness and nature of God is revealed in the Law.  He has not changed His nature.  The New covenant empowers us to meet the spiritual demands of the Law without tying us to the physical observances thereof.  The principles of sin and righteousness still apply.  The freedom we enjoy is the latitude to do right, not the permission to do as we please.  Frankly, if the blood is truly applied to our heart and we are the new creatures in Christ that Paul says we are, we will desire to do right and avoid sin.  The love of Jesus will flow through us to everyone around us.  We will live the demands of the Law as if it were our nature to do so.
