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Origin and Nature of Sin
I. Disobedience To God (Genesis 2:16, 17; 3:9-12; Romans 5:12, 19)

A. God’s Commandment (Genesis 2:16, 17)

(Genesis 2:16)  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:

(Genesis 2:17)  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

Where did sin begin?  It started for us in Eden, but that really wasn’t the beginning of sin, defined as rebellion against the will and purpose of God.
(Isaiah 14:12 KJV)  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

(Isaiah 14:13 KJV)  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

(Isaiah 14:14 KJV)  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

(Isaiah 14:15 KJV)  Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

(Ezekiel 28:12 KJV)  Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

(Ezekiel 28:13 KJV)  Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

(Ezekiel 28:14 KJV)  Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.

(Ezekiel 28:15 KJV)  Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.

(Ezekiel 28:16 KJV)  By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

Lucifer’s “I will” marked the beginning of sin in God’s universe.  Satan then exported his fight with God to earth and made our hearts the battlefield of the ages.  The final outcome is assured as it has been since God thrust out Satan and his followers from heaven in some past age.  God wins, but the question for us is more immediate, of course.  God has restrained His sovereignty in us to grant us free choice, but the stain of that first sin by a human so warped us that we do not choose from a neutral perspective.  Our choices are deviated toward rebellion by the constant inner pressure of corrupted self-will.
B. Adam’s Disobedience (Genesis 3:9-12)

(Genesis 3:9)  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

(Genesis 3:10)  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.

(Genesis 3:11)  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

(Genesis 3:12)  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

Adam built upon his first sin with yet another; refusing to take responsibility for his choice.  We do the same thing in lock step with our original parents.  We disobey, and then look for ways to blame it on others.  God’s gift of deliverance from our sin nature is shut off from us until we acknowledge that we need it.  Sin does bring experiential knowledge, as it did with Adam and Eve, but that kind of knowledge always delivers more shackles, not more freedom. 
C. Consequences of Adam’s Sin (Romans 5:12, 19)

(Romans 5:12)  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

(Romans 5:19)  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

It is almost as if Adam’s act of rebellion engraved itself upon his genetic code and he passed it along to his progeny.  No human born, except the Son of God born of a virgin, would be delivered into the world free of the self-willed predilection to evil.  Why did it have to be this way?  Could not God have stopped the process in its tracks in Eden?  The answer is that obviously He could have, but He would have had to interfere with Adam’s freedom of choice.  If the choice of sin had never entered creation, we would not have encountered it, but having the confrontation of both good and bad choices and being allowed to make only the good one is logically not freedom of choice at all.  God knew the confrontation would happen, yet he made Adam able to choose wrongly, because He wants fellowship with those that choose to fellowship with Him without coercion.  
II. Rejection Of God (Romans 1:21-27; 8:5-8)

A. The Truth Rejected (Romans 1:21-23)

(Romans 1:21)  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

(Romans 1:22)  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,

(Romans 1:23)  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.

Paul describes the tragic result of men choosing evil over God.  The choices we make for self and against the laws of God progressively darken our mental patterns until we can no longer see any value in the good choices.  The more we practice evil, the more we want to practice evil.  Sounds rather hopeless, and indeed it is.  The end result of a life of sin is always despair and resignation to destruction.
B. Given Up By God To Do Evil (vv. 24-27)

(Romans 1:24)  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:

(Romans 1:25)  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

(Romans 1:26)  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:

(Romans 1:27)  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.

God made us with needs, physical, emotional, social, and spiritual.  Sin corrupts the spirit first, and then every other category of appetites becomes darkened and warped.  The insistence on sex outside the boundaries set by God leads inexorably to perversion of the sexual life. We reach the point where we are convinced our desires should rule our environment. Social institutions beginning with the nuclear family become corrupted by power struggles and self-seeking deceptions until they are only seething pits of conflict.  No relationship works when sin sits on the throne of the relationship.  As naturally as harvest following sowing, the consequences of sin march forward in successive waves of pain and hurt until hope is lost.
C. Opposition To God (Romans 8:5-8)
(Rom 8:5)  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

(Rom 8:6)  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

(Rom 8:7)  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

(Rom 8:8)  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

The carnal lifestyle is the default life for most people.  Making sure every appetite of the body, mind and human spirit is gratified with all due speed is the essence of modern civilized living.  Setting our sights on something and Some One higher than romance, wealth, and entertainment requires that we reject carnality for the life in the Spirit.  As Paul says here, this is the only way to please our God.

III. Obedience To The Sinful Nature (Mark 7:20-23; Romans 1:28-32; 7:18-21)

A. Evil Comes From Within (Mark 7:20-23)

(Mark 7:20)  And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.
(Mark 7:21)  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,
(Mark 7:22)  Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:
(Mark 7:23)  All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.
Jesus was very clear in His teachings on sin.  We are left no avenues for shifting blame.  Sin comes from inside us.  The circumstances that superficially seem to create sin actually only invite its rise from within us. Flip Wilson was funny, but he was wrong.  The devil can make us do nothing.  He is merely the barker at the sideshow, inviting us in for a taste of the low life.
B. A Mind For Moral Corruption (Romans 1:28-32)

(Romans 1:28)  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

(Romans 1:29)  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

(Romans 1:30)  Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,

(Romans 1:31)  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:

(Romans 1:32)  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

When darkness is complete, a white cat is just as invisible as a black one.  God will allow us to stubbornly press on with our self-will until we can absolutely see no light of truth any more.  Paul described the hapless souls in this condition as reprobates, continually engaged in deliberately evil enterprises and despising even the mention of truth.  This sounds too much like today, but in truth it has been this way with men since the expulsion from Eden.

C. The Compulsion To Do Evil (Romans 7:18-21)

(Romans 7:18)  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.

(Romans 7:19)  For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.

(Romans 7:20)  Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

(Romans 7:21)  I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.

In Romans chapter 7 Paul describes a bizarre dilemma he lived with.  Was he a sinner?  No, he was a saint, but he was explaining for our benefit the harsh truth of our daily battle with the sin nature within us.  Under the blood of Jesus we are free to mortify and crucify that nature daily, where before we were saved we could not break the chains on our own.  The sin nature within us is not dead, only without authority.  We still have to choose righteousness over rebellion.  The temptations will come, but we can choose in Christ Jesus to repel them instead of welcoming them.  When we fall into sin, we have Jesus our Advocate, but we cannot live a lifestyle of wallowing in disobedience and expect to maintain fellowship or eventually even relationship with the Son.
