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Partner With Others
I. Be Grateful For Ministry Partners (Philippians 1:1-5)

A. To the Saints at Philippi (v. 1)

(Php 1:1 KJV)  Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

The church is about Christ, but it is made up of people.  One person is the church, but one person can’t fulfill the mission of the church alone.  We are part of a body, specific members of a whole.  Paul and Timothy were partners in the ministry the Spirit had appointed them to.  Paul, in this greeting, took pains to include all the partners in ministry in the congregation at Philippi.  This included both leadership and laity.  God has constructed an effective ministry structure for His church, and it will be accomplish His mission if we are compliant with His design.
B. Grace and Peace to You (v. 2)

(Php 1:2 KJV)  Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

God gives us grace in our partnerships.  We are fault-filled creatures, so every relationship we have will experience rocky places with wounds and scars, but through that grace, every fault can be forgiven and mended.  Peace flows from the work of the Spirit in our partnerships as we allow Him to bind our hearts and purpose together with our brothers and sisters.  Unity in love and ministry is the end result of the Spirit’s activity in our partnerships.
C. Thank God for Your Partnership (vv. 3-5)

(Php 1:3 KJV)  I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,

(Php 1:4 KJV)  Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,

(Php 1:5 KJV)  For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;

How thankful are we for the fellowship and agreement of our partners in the faith?  We support each other with prayer and with tangible means, to the end that the Gospel will spread to more souls in need.  Never take for granted the value of agreement and intercession.
II. Acknowledge And Affirm Fellow Leaders (Philippians 2:19-30)

A. Timothy:  Trustworthy Partner (vv. 19-24)

(Php 2:19 KJV)  But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state.

(Php 2:20 KJV)  For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.

(Php 2:21 KJV)  For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.

(Php 2:22 KJV)  But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel.

(Php 2:23 KJV)  Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I shall see how it will go with me.

(Php 2:24 KJV)  But I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly.

Just as important as having those that support the call of God on our lives is the vital necessity of wisely choosing our partners.  Sometimes God will plug people into our lives or position us to be a help for another, by literal intervention into our affairs.  Other times, He may allow us room to seek and pick out partners.  In those times, we had better know the wisdom of God for the situation.  Paul had chosen Timothy to travel with him, but it was God that molded the young man into an effective and compassionate fellow minister.
B. Epaphroditus:  Fellow Minister (vv. 25, 26)

(Php 2:25 KJV)  Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants.

(Php 2:26 KJV)  For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had been sick.

Epaphroditus was also companion to Paul and Timothy, and apparently, he had specific connections to the church at Philippi.  His role may have been more local to them than was that of Paul.  We are all called to serve somewhere.  Our arena may be the whole world, or just a hamlet in the countryside of one small region, but we will be most effective if we willingly minister in the place the Spirit places us.
C. Honor Faithful Partners (vv. 27-30)

(Php 2:27 KJV)  For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.

(Php 2:28 KJV)  I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful.

(Php 2:29 KJV)  Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation:

(Php 2:30 KJV)  Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life, to supply your lack of service toward me.

Epaphroditus displayed passion and commitment in his ministry to Paul on behalf of the Philippians, not allowing even the brush of deadly illness to serve in his place.  The church today would have a different face and impact if all of us emulated faithful Epaphroditus.  Paul encouraged the church at Philippi to recognize and honor this Christlike servant.  Such recognition is appropriate when it serves to encourage others into like-minded ministry. 
III. Partner Through Giving (Philippians 4:15-19)

A. Partners Supporting Ministry (vv. 15, 16)

(Php 4:15 KJV)  Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.

(Php 4:16 KJV)  For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.

Prayer and actual physical service in support of ministry partners are vital, and so is the gathering and giving of financial support.  Providing the minister with the tangible items for daily life frees him or her to minister to spiritual things.  The bible is very clear as to the right of an evangelist or other full-time minister to live by his ministry.  Paul commended the Philippians for their willingness to meet his daily needs.
B. Results of Giving (vv. 17, 18)

(Php 4:17 KJV)  Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.

(Php 4:18 KJV)  But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.

So, what happened when the Philippians were willing to sacrifice their goods to supply the needs of Paul and his companions?  Paul expressed his gratitude and satisfaction with their offering, knowing that the Philippians would grow in the fruit of the Spirit as they obeyed this call to give.  Paul was filled and the Philippians received the favor of God.
C. Blessing of Giving (v. 19)

(Php 4:19 KJV)  But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Then, Paul stated emphatically an unforgettable blessing on the generous Philippians.  As they openly and freely released their goods and wealth for the sake of Paul and the gospel, he promised the providential supplying of all their needs, based on the unfathomable riches of heaven.  It was the same promise Jesus had pronounced over His disciples.  The Father honors and rewards faithful partnership in the Gospel. 
