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Practice Whole-Life Stewardship
I. Respect The Physical Body (1 Corinthians 6:12-20)

A. Honor Christ in All Things (vv. 12-15)

(1Co 6:12)  All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.

(1Co 6:13)  Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.

(1Co 6:14)  And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.

(1Co 6:15)  Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.

Stewardship is the art of responsibility and voluntary accountability.  Stewards in scripture were managers of the wealth and resources of another.  The steward did not own the wealth he administered, but he was granted authority to make decisions concerning the disposal and accrual of that wealth.  We are commanded to be good stewards before God, understanding that everything we have belongs ultimately to the One and only God we serve.  This lesson is about the practice of stewardship in all aspects and components of our lives. ALL the resources and abilities of our existence originate with the Creator Who made us.  We must understand and accept that we do not own our lives or bodies.  Frankly, every choice we make, every path we willingly walk, makes a statement to the world and to God about whether we want to be good stewards of God’s bounty.  Legal considerations and societal norms aside, the question is always;  will we act like we belong to the Master, or will we proclaim our independence from Him in outright rebellion?  God sets the rules for indulging in the pleasures of life,  meeting physical needs, and satisfying physical appetites.  Good stewards will follow His plan, not their own.
B. Abstain From Sexual Immorality (vv. 16-18)

(1Co 6:16)  What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.

(1Co 6:17)  But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

(1Co 6:18)  Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.

Sexual sin goes far beyond giving in to the urgent pressures of biochemistry.  We are not animals, and we have responsibility before God to refrain from behaving like mere animals.  Sex joins a man and woman spiritually well as physically, and if it is not bounded within the covenant of marriage it violates the foundational plan God made to propagate the human race.  We are made to be in covenant with one another and with God.  Fornication destroys the image of God’s will in us.
C. Glorify God in Body and Spirit (vv. 19, 20)

(1Co 6:19)  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

(1Co 6:20)  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

Paul was well aware of the prevailing culture, in this manner much like our own depraved society, which gave permission for men to seek pleasure wherever they could find it.  He wanted the Corinthians to understand their relationship with Christ and apply the sacred nature of that relationship to all their other relationships.
II. Invest Time And Treasures Wisely (Ephesians 5:15-17; 1 Timothy 6:17-19)

A. Use Time Wisely (Ephesians 5:15-17)

(Eph 5:15)  See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

(Eph 5:16)  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

(Eph 5:17)  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
Good stewardship requires that we think of our lives top to bottom the way God thinks about our lives.  We should practice discretion and restraint with money, time, and all other resources He provides us.  We are blessed richly, not to be spoiled, impatient, and entitled, but to be better servants to Him.
B. Trust In God, Not Riches (1 Timothy 6:17)
(1Ti 6:17)  Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;

The more we have, the harder it becomes for us to look past things and see the Giver of all things.  We are almost all of us shockingly rich compare to the normal state of people in Paul’s day.  We live in a culture of things and pursuit of things.  Can we see past the stuff and trust God even when the stuff vanishes?
C. Do Good, Be Generous (vv. 18, 19)

(1Ti 6:18)  That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;

(1Ti 6:19)  Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.

More blessings enable us to be more of a blessing.  The highest stewardship we can practice is to hold on to nothing that we can let go to lift up, encourage, supply needs, and further the spread of the Gospel to unbelievers.  True treasure accrues in Heaven as we give away treasure here, for the glory of God.
III. Use Callings And Abilities Productively (Matthew 25:14-29; Ephesians 4:28)

A. Faithful Service Rewarded (Matthew 25:14-23)

(Mat 25:14)  For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.
(Mat 25:15)  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.
(Mat 25:16)  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.
(Mat 25:17)  And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.
(Mat 25:18)  But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money.
(Mat 25:19)  After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.
(Mat 25:20)  And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.
(Mat 25:21)  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
(Mat 25:22)  He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.
(Mat 25:23)  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
God absolutely does not compare His kids to each other, putting us down because our level of success or speed of growth is less than another of His children.  He is pleased when we do the best He has made us to do with just what He provides us to work with.  Our reward in heaven will be based on the quality of our stewardship, not the pile of things we manage to acquire by our effort.
B. Judged for Irresponsible Behavior (vv. 24-29)

(Mat 25:24)  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:
(Mat 25:25)  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.
(Mat 25:26)  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:
(Mat 25:27)  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.
(Mat 25:28)  Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.
(Mat 25:29)  For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.
God is not about intellect or demonstration of talent.  He is about obedience, and obedience requires action in accordance to His revealed will.  He will confront and judge laziness and deliberate avoidance of responsibility before Him.  A steward is a servant, and servants serve actively to satisfy the will of the Master.  A lazy servant or steward is simply a rebellious servant. 
C. Productivity Commanded (Ephesians 4:28)

(Eph 4:28)  Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.

If we love God and others the way we are supposed to, we will have no problem with Paul’s advice in this verse.  Are we living for ourselves or others?  Giving of ourselves is the highest restitution we can offer for our former acts of taking for ourselves.  God forgives our sin, but sometimes it is quite appropriate that we exert our best efforts to restore and heal the effects of our sin on others, both out of love for those injured and as a testimony to the change God has made in us.
