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Promise of a New Covenant
I. Nature Of The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

A. Covenant Made by God (v. 31)

(Jer 31:31)  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

Jeremiah was burdened with watching the tragic fulfillment of God’s warnings to Judah.  The first deportation of the young and promising of the Jews to Babylon took place a couple of years before the prophecies in chapter 31.  Daniel and his friends were among those taken in 605 BC.  In spite of the hopelessness and pain of his day, Jeremiah was given words of hope and victory to give to those that would listen.  Jeremiah was privileged to see far beyond the destruction of Judah, the Captivity and Restoration, and the 400-year period between Malachi and Matthew, and speak of a greater and better hope for God’s people.
B. Different From the Old Covenant (v. 32)

(Jer 31:32)  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:

The New Covenant would radically change the parameters of God’s dealing with His chosen nation.  God had delivered them miraculously from bondage and had granted them a blueprint for relationship to Him.  The Law was not flawed, but the people had no way to address the flaws within them, so they continually flouted the mandates of Jehovah, no matter how well He blessed their infrequent obedience.
C. Life Transforming Covenant (vv. 33, 34)

(Jer 31:33)  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.

(Jer 31:34)  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

The fundamental pattern shift in not only Israel’s, but all of mankind’s interaction with the LawGiver, was that the Law would cease being merely external rules to be followed by crippled souls, but it would become internally applied and obedience would grow from the inside out from souls renewed and revived in Christ Jesus.  Jeremiah was not allowed to specify just how this would happen, but the promise was made and would be fulfilled.  Through Jeremiah, God pledged forgiveness for sin that was permanent and complete.  We can look backward and know how He did this for them and for us.
II. The Covenant And Israel (Jeremiah 31:35-37)

A. The Unspoken Question (vv. 35-37)

(Jer 31:35)  Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:

(Jer 31:36)  If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.

(Jer 31:37)  Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.

There were probably many in Judah at this point that thought about the destruction of the Northern Kingdom more than a century earlier, and about the recent abduction of many of their own, and wondered if God was simply tired of them and through dealing with their stubbornness, and now would allow their complete dissolution from history.  Despair was rising in the hearts of many.  Would God cast them off forever?
B. The Permanence of Israel (vv. 35, 36)

(Jer 31:35)  Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:

(Jer 31:36)  If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.

With the promise of a new beginning in Him, God wanted His wayward people to know that His love for them and His intention to preserve them was surer than the physical laws that governed reality.  He is sovereign Lord.  When He proposes and disposes, there are no powers or forces in existence that make any difference at all.  He set forth an unconditional covenant of ownership, provision, and protection with Abraham that will never be abrogated by history, politics, or the murderous intentions of Satan.
C. God Will Never Cast Off Israel (v. 37)
(Jer 31:37)  Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.

This verse is interesting.  The challenge proposed by Jehovah was not remotely comprehensible to the mental grasp of the Israelites.  No one could measure heaven or examine the depths of our planet.  In this day of amazing knowledge and awesome technology, we are just as helpless to respond to God’s “dare.”  We would literally have to take God’s place of deity to meet His challenge.  So, man would have to become God before God would throw off His people for their transgressions.  He has proposed eternal continuance for Israel, and He will keep His word.  The people of Judah were feeling the pinch of judgment for their unfaithfulness, but losing their place as the covenant people was never a possibility.
III. Superiority Of The New Covenant (Hebrews 8:1-13)

A. Christ’s Superior Priesthood (vv. 1-6)

(Heb 8:1)  Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;

(Heb 8:2)  A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

(Heb 8:3)  For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer.

(Heb 8:4)  For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law:

(Heb 8:5)  Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.

(Heb 8:6)  But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.

The writer of Hebrews knew well the strictures of the Old Law.  As a transformed believer, he also knew the exalted heights of and freedoms of the New Covenant.  The passage here illustrates the superiority of the New Covenant, based upon the mediation of a greater High Priest than any that ever served under the Old Covenant.  The justification of the New is eternal rather than temporary, because our Mediator has offered Himself as Sacrifice on the eternal altar of Heaven.  As long as His blood remains on that altar, as fresh now as it was 2000 years ago, we are justified and deemed righteous by the Father.  Talk about better promises!  Nothing in heaven is ever touched by the ravages of time.  We are washed in blood that will never lose its power.
B. Old Covenant Weakness (vv. 7-9)

(Heb 8:7)  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.

(Heb 8:8)  For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:

(Heb 8:9)  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.

God is a God of purpose.  He never wastes word or action, as we often do.  The Old Law was not a blind shot in the dark, a daring experiment to see what might work. The Old Covenant was a provision for relationship designed from the start to be a bridge to the perfect plan of salvation, teaching us about the nature of God and our total inability to save ourselves. God did not have to say “Oops, I messed up.  Let’s try something different.”  Jesus is the Lamb slain from the foundations of the world.  He accepted His mission before creation.
C. New Covenant Strength (vv. 10-13)

(Heb 8:10)  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:

(Heb 8:11)  And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.

(Heb 8:12)  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.

(Heb 8:13)  In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.

The writer of Hebrews goes back to quote Jeremiah, verifying that Jesus was the Progenitor of that new covenant Jeremiah prophesied.  We are living the completed benefits of Jeremiah’s vision.  It is amazing that God poured hope into the horrible circumstances Jeremiah and his fellow Jews were being exposed to.  There is always hope in God, no matter the conditions we are experiencing.  We live in hope of the final fulfillment of God’s promises to man, the redemption of His creation.  We are seeing incredible tragedy in Haiti, we saw devastation beyond description in the Indonesian tsunami, and we will see even worse things, because God keeps His word and worse things are promised, but life is ours if we believe in Christ Jesus.
