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Pursue Christ
I. Place No Confidence In Works (Philippians 3:1-9)

A. Guard Against Being Misled (vv. 1-3)

(Php 3:1 KJV)  Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe.

(Php 3:2 KJV)  Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.

(Php 3:3 KJV)  For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.

Paul was in prison for the defense of the genuine Gospel of Christ.  He would not compromise the truth he knew for the feelings and views of any group or individual.  This staunch stand would literally get him killed in the next few years, but for Paul, nothing mattered but the truth.  He told his readers to rejoice in the Lord.  Only those that are sold out to Christ can really rejoice in Him.  He warned the Philippians of those that would lead them astray.  If our salvation is founded on a particular truth, and it is, then we must be vitally concerned with the defense of that truth.
B. Religion Is Not Righteousness (vv. 4-6)

(Php 3:4 KJV)  Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:

(Php 3:5 KJV)  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;

(Php 3:6 KJV)  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

Paul was one of the great religionists of his day.  He strongly stood for the practice of the Law and the traditions of the elders.  He was aggressive in attacking those he believed threatened the sanctity of the Old Covenant.  He was a champion of religion as practiced by the strict Pharisaical traditions.  No one could question his credentials or his record.  Was this enough to win him a place in heaven?
C. Righteousness Is of  Christ (vv. 7-9)

(Php 3:7 KJV)  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

(Php 3:8 KJV)  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

(Php 3:9 KJV)  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

If Paul had remained the staunch champion of the Law that he was, he would unfortunately have been in hell for the last 1900 years.  The grace of the Father intervened in his life.  He found the Truth on the way to Damascus, and experienced a transformation that permeated his entire being.  The high heart he had to defend the legalism of Judaism was redirected to pursue and proclaim true truth.  It is never enough to passionately believe.  Belief saves only if we believe what is true.  Identifying truth, therefore, is fundamental to life now and in eternity.  Can we find out truth by human experimentation?  No, we have to be told truth from One who is Truth.  Truth, the kind that changes our eternal destiny, only comes by revelation.  Jesus revealed Himself to Paul, and Paul accepted the revelation, changing everything for him.  He appropriately cast off as valueless, the pursuit of earned righteousness before God, and turned his passion to living in the righteousness purchased for him by Jesus.
II. Desire To Know Christ (Philippians 3:10-15)

A. Know Christ Experientially (vv. 10, 11)

(Php 3:10 KJV)  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

(Php 3:11 KJV)  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

It all comes down to our heart.  God has made Himself known to man.  The Truth is not out there, it is here and now, to be known if we are willing to listen.  Will we chase the truth of Jesus, or take the apathetic view of liberal modern churches?  Will we be aggressive disciples as Paul was?  Paul already knew his earthly end would likely be martyrdom, but it did not matter; in fact, he considered it an honor to suffer and even die for the One that had suffered and died for him.  As he followed in the fellowship of pain, he knew there would be a communion of joy in the end.
B. Press Toward Fulfillment in Christ (vv. 12-14)

(Php 3:12 KJV)  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

(Php 3:13 KJV)  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

(Php 3:14 KJV)  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Awareness of our need to know more and be more like Jesus is foundational to true discipleship.  There is no finish line to be reached in this race, in this life here.  The only certificate of completion we receive in our faith is when He says “Well done, thou good and faithful servant,” when this life is over.  By choosing us, Jesus has “apprehended” us.  We “apprehend” Him by enduring to the end.  It is this committed mindset that God wants to see in us.
C. Evidence of Spiritual Maturity (v. 15)

(Php 3:15 KJV)  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.

The faithful pursuit of the nature and character of Christ is signal evidence, not of fully attained perfection, but of maturity in the faith.  If we are open and obedient to God in our lives, He is faithful to grow us into this mature spiritual mindset.
III. Learn From Mature Believers (Philippians 3:16-21)

A. Follow Good Examples (vv. 16, 17)
(Php 3:16 KJV)  Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.

(Php 3:17 KJV)  Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.

Whether fully mature or not, obedient learning is vital to every believer.  Paul encouraged the Philippians to take note of those that demonstrated faithful service to Christ, and hold them as examples for their behavior.  How were they to do that?  By comparing the lives of those potential examples to the body of truth they knew and believed.  We can do this too, and mark as worthy of following, only those that rigorously demonstrate the power and practice of the Word in their lives.
B. Reject Bad Examples (vv. 18, 19)

(Php 3:18 KJV)  (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:

(Php 3:19 KJV)  Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)

The obvious corollary to seeking good examples is to recognize and avoid bad ones.  Many can speak with great charisma and conviction, but if their walk habitually displays a fascination with carnality, they are not to be emulated or even considered.  A false teacher is one who teaches either error or heresy, or one who speaks truth but will not walk in it.  A good example will walk and talk the Word.
C. Live as Citizens of Heaven (vv. 20, 21)

(Php 3:20 KJV)  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:

(Php 3:21 KJV)  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

Our goal is to be like Jesus.  We will not reach that goal in this earthly life, but we must chase it with our heart, body, and soul if we want to reach maturity in Christ.  When we see Him, our body will be made like His, and He will finish the work of making our spirit like His.  However, if our lives have been spent chasing sin and disobedience, will we be there to be changed?
