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Redemption And Blessing
I. Redemption Proposed (Ruth 4:1-8)

A. Seeking an Inheritance (vv. 1-5)

(Rth 4:1 KJV)  Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat down.

(Rth 4:2 KJV)  And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down.

(Rth 4:3 KJV)  And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother Elimelech's:

(Rth 4:4 KJV)  And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it.
(Rth 4:5 KJV)  Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance.

The land of promise that God gave His people was divided and allotted to specific tribes, then subdivided to families in each tribe.  God wanted his people to have a place in perpetuity.  It was necessary, due to the changes and transitions that would happen in history, to institute a way for families to retain their inheritance and lineage under the covenant.  God gave Moses the plan for Jubilee every 50 years, when land that had been sold for debt or other reasons would revert to the original family ownership.  The laws or traditions of levirate marriage and kinsman-redemption served the same purpose.  This was no minor consideration in the Jewish culture.  God wanted continuity and stability for His covenant nation.
Boaz, despite his desire to marry Ruth, had to give place first to the closest relative to exercise his right of redemption.
B. Forfeiting an Inheritance (v. 6)

(Rth 4:6 KJV)  And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it.
For the relative, this seemed a mere business transaction at first, so he expressed his willingness to follow through.  For Boaz, however, it had much more to do with Ruth than with the land.  He had plenty of land, but he wanted relationship.  Boaz emphasized this component of the redemption, and the relative lost all incentive to redeem it for himself.  The picture of the kinsman-redeemer is a type of the redemption Jesus gave us on the cross.  He needed nothing we could offer, but He paid all for relationship with us.  As with Ruth and Boaz, our redemption is a redemption based on love alone.

C. Gaining an Inheritance (vv. 7, 8)

(Rth 4:7 KJV)  Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel.

(Rth 4:8 KJV)  Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe.

The symbol of the completed agreement was offering a shoe.  Now the way was clear for Boaz to act.  As in this ancient transaction, God acts within the boundaries of His nature and Word.  He is sovereign and all-powerful, yet He will stand back and allow us to flounder and sink under our sin until we agree that His plan is best for us.  He waits for our permission to redeem us, but He paid the ultimate price for us before we were born to make a choice.
II. Redemption Accomplished (Ruth 4:9-17)

A. The Inheritance Redeemed (vv. 9-12)

(Rth 4:9 KJV)  And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi.

(Rth 4:10 KJV)  Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day.

(Rth 4:11 KJV)  And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem:

(Rth 4:12 KJV)  And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman.

Any crucial transaction like this was completed before witnesses and documented so there was no misunderstanding.  Boaz declared his specific intent to redeem both the name and the lineage of Naomi’s husband and sons.  The witnessing people confirmed their witness and pronounced a blessing on Boaz and his inheritance.  Boaz, by redeeming the land and family, was helping maintain the stability and strength of the tribe of Benjamin.  It would be wonderful if the unbelieving world could realize that salvation in Jesus is not a straitjacket preventing them from enjoying life, but the plan of God to free and preserve them individually, and to save the race of men from destruction.  We are lost personally and corporately without His redemptive act.
B. Ruth Rewarded by God (v. 13)

(Rth 4:13 KJV)  So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son.

The Old Testament celebrates the value of children.  We have lost that perspective in much of our world today.  Then, a conception was viewed as a blessing on the mother and father.  Boaz and Ruth received this tangible sign of God’s favor.  Through this child and perhaps others, their heritage and place in the promised land would continue.  Our legacy of faith is just as important as was theirs.  How do we pass it on?  We pass it on by obeying the same commands God gave them, to live, talk, and walk out their faith before their offspring.  We cannot guarantee that our children will know Christ, but we have the absolute responsibility to make Him so much part of their lives that adulthood and living cannot overshadow the truth they know inside.  It will always be up to them whether they follow through.
C. Naomi Rewarded by God (vv. 14-17)

(Rth 4:14 KJV)  And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel.

(Rth 4:15 KJV)  And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him.

(Rth 4:16 KJV)  And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it.

(Rth 4:17 KJV)  And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

For Naomi, whose life had turned empty and bitter, the blessings of a new child would restore her hope and joy.  The bible calls Jesus “a Root out of dry ground.”  When it seemed all hope was vanished for help and restoration, God sent His son to restore that hope, not in the way most people were looking for in that day, but in a much greater way.  It is very significant that the family legacy of this kinsman-redemption would culminate in the greatest Kinsman-Redeemer for all of mankind.
III. Redemption By Christ (Ephesians 1:2-7, 14)

A. Blessed by God in Christ (vv. 2, 3)

(Eph 1:2 KJV)  Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

(Eph 1:3 KJV)  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

Jesus is our blessing.  A blessing is a favorable or advantageous event or acquisition from God, that improves or sustains life.  As Christ is both Priest and Sacrificial Lamb, He is also both Blesser and Blessing.  Without His redemptive acts we would be dead, sunk, desolate, empty, and lost for eternity.  Sometimes we crave tangible blessings while discounting spiritual ones.  We are somewhat blind, because our tangible reality is but a tiny fraction of creation, and it is sustained and motivated by events and conditions prevailing in the much bigger reality we can only describe as “spiritual.”  Unless we receive in the spiritual, it won’t happen in the tangible.
B. Chosen by God in Christ (vv. 4-6)

(Eph 1:4 KJV)  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

(Eph 1:5 KJV)  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

(Eph 1:6 KJV)  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

Jesus came to redeem us to be family.  He already owns all, and the creation He made He will cleanse and restore.  He can do that without ever treating with us at all.  He left heaven and lived in a body of clay, and died as an innocent lamb, because He loves us and desires fellowship with us.  We do not deserve His regard but we have that and more because He loves us.
C. Redeemed by Christ’s Blood (vv. 7, 14)

(Eph 1:7 KJV)  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

(Eph 1:8 KJV)  Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;

(Eph 1:9 KJV)  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:

(Eph 1:10 KJV)  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

(Eph 1:11 KJV)  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

(Eph 1:12 KJV)  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

(Eph 1:13 KJV)  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

(Eph 1:14 KJV)  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

We were made to dwell in the eternal presence of God and enjoy His glory and blessings.  The communion was lost by our choice, not His.  Someone had to pay the ultimate price for our atonement.  We are defiled and cannot begin to redeem ourselves.  The sacrifice had to be willing, innocent of offense, flawless, and able to cover millennia of trespasses by presenting an eternally efficacious offering before the Judge of all.  Who could do that, in all the universe?  There has only been One, and His name is Jesus.  This is the plan of God.  Through Christ we have the restoration of the original communion, in which we can walk with God and He will walk with us, and we have the guarantee of that eternal dwelling in His glory that we lost so long ago.  How could anyone refuse to accept the 
Gospel.  Yet very many do, because the receipt of the redemption must begin with willingness to believe.
