Responsibility to God
I. Sin Leads To Death (Ezekiel 18:1-4; 10-18)

A. Complaint in a Proverb (vv. 1-4)

(Eze 18:1)  The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying,

(Eze 18:2)  What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge?

(Eze 18:3)  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel.

(Eze 18:4)  Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

People in all times and in all places are very good at making excuses for their behavior or circumstances.  Taking personal responsibility for choices and the consequences of choices is a learned mindset and is itself a choice.  The people to whom God sent Ezekiel were feeling the brunt of past and present sin, reaping the painful results of rebellion against God and God’s Law.  The proverb God speaks of here was an attempt by the current generation of Israelites to place the major burden of blame for their present suffering on preceding generations.  Through Ezekiel, God was telling His wayward people that he rejected their gambit of evasion.  They were feeling the pain of corporate rebellion, yes, but God would judge each of them individually for their personal sin or obedience.
Avoiding responsibility for choices and actions has been honed to a fine government subsidized art   form these days in our country.  Nevertheless, God still sees and judges each of us one-on-one.
B. Sinful Living Brings Death (vv. 10-13)

(Eze 18:10)  If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and that doeth the like to any one of these things,

(Eze 18:11)  And that doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled his neighbour's wife,

(Eze 18:12)  Hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed abomination,

(Eze 18:13)  Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abominations; he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him.

God invented justice.  The most fair, equitable methods we can devise for dealing with human actions are pale shadows of the infallible judgments of the Creator.  In fact, the best systems of justice used in modern times are derived from God’s laws and scriptural pronouncements on the subject.  In this chapter, God lays out in detail His treatment of sin and obedience, rebellion and repentance.  As in all other similarly themed passages, His righteousness regarding sin is clear.  Sin always brings death.  Who bears primary responsibility for the death of a sinner due to his sin?  It is the sinner himself.  Blame games don’t work with God.  In verses 5 through 9 Ezekiel describes the case of a righteous man, concluding that the upright man will be granted life because of his righteousness.  The succeeding verses state that the son of the righteous man is not only responsible for his own choices, but also show that he is not favored or protected because Dad was a good man.  We would like to insure our children’s eternal destiny, but the hard truth is that we cannot.  The best and only right move we can make is to speak and live truth in front of them as they grow, instilling into them the Word and our faith in the Word, and intercede for them that they will walk in the good teaching and examples they received.
C. God Judges Individually (vv. 14-18)

(Eze 18:14)  Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father's sins which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like,

(Eze 18:15)  That hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour's wife,

(Eze 18:16)  Neither hath oppressed any, hath not withholden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment,

(Eze 18:17)  That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that hath not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, hath walked in my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live.

(Eze 18:18)  As for his father, because he cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that which is not good among his people, lo, even he shall die in his iniquity.

God’s absolute justice applies to every situation.  A son or daughter of a rank rebellious sinner, that rejects rebellion, choosing obedience and pursuit of righteousness, will live in the blessings of their obedience and are not responsible for the misdeeds of their parents.  There is a seeming contradiction here, for it is obvious to us as it must have been to the Israelites Ezekiel was addressing, that physical and societal consequences of sin do flow to sequential generations.  God is trying to get His people to understand the important distinction between consequences of sin and His judgment on sin.  We all at some point will experience the unpleasant pain of reaping the ugly “benefits” of another’s sinful choices, but that in no respect causes God to see us in the light of their sin or to withdraw His hand from us in such situations.
II. Each Person Is Responsible (Ezekiel 18:19-24)
A. Each Must Answer for Himself (vv. 19, 20)

(Eze 18:19)  Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live.

(Eze 18:20)  The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

We will all stand before God for ourselves, and for no others.  The choices we make concerning God and sin will determine our state on that day.  Parents cannot pay for the sin of their children, and neither will we answer for the sins of our fathers.
B. Turning From Sin Brings (vv. 21-23)

(Eze 18:21)  But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.

(Eze 18:22)  All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.

(Eze 18:23)  Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?

With the harsh truth God gave to the Israelites, He also provided a place for mercy. The justice of God is never-changing. Our hope comes from His never-failing grace and mercy.  We do not and cannot earn grace for our sins.  Righteous holy God demonstrates His unfailing love to us by extending mercy to us.  We should always be amazed at this fact.  God does not need us, but we desperately need Him.
C. Defection Brings Death (v. 24)

(Eze 18:24)  But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.

Again, the justice of God demands balance in dealing with us.  He extends mercy for repentance, but His wrath descends on the person that takes Him for granted and decides he does not wish to obey any longer.  It is not your past that will decide your fate, but it most definitely is the decisions you will make from this point forward.
III. Repentance Leads To Life (Ezekiel 18:25-32)

A. God’s Way is Fair (vv. 25-29)

(Eze 18:25)  Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal?

(Eze 18:26)  When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.

(Eze 18:27)  Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive.

(Eze 18:28)  Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die.

(Eze 18:29)  Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal?

The sinful, rebelliously minded Israelites wanted a pass on their sin.  They were not comfortable with the absolute fairness of God.  Probably many of them wanted God to excuse present sin for past obedience, as if they had done God a special favor by obeying Him at all, and as if going their own way was their innate right.  Sounds like many people today, minimizing their sin and enlarging any “good works” as if they have paid their reasonable dues to God, thinking that if God were fair He would weigh the good against the bad and surely they would come out smelling like roses.  God has broadcast His truth to man but many will not listen or accept the fact of their hopeless bondage to sin and death, nor the only answer to their need.
B. Repent and Avoid Ruin (v. 30)

(Eze 18:30)  Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.

God points out the fork in the road.  They have heard the truth, now the choice of paths is up to them.  That choice will come to each and every human being at some time in life.
C. Be Changed From Within (vv. 31, 32)

(Eze 18:31)  Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

(Eze 18:32)  For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.

Jehovah was their judge, whether they liked it or not, but His heart was not in being their executioner.  The love of God is eternal, incomprehensible to paltry human understanding, but accessible to every person that repents and turns to Him.  The plea He makes to His wayward nation is the same plea He makes to us, our neighbors, our co-workers, our friends, and our families.  The question is always the same;  will we choose Him or will we continue to choose sin?
