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Sacred Institution or Social Option?
I. Origin Of Marriage (Genesis 2:18-24)
A. Why God Ordained Marriage (vv. 18-20)

(Gen 2:18)  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.

(Gen 2:19)  And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.

(Gen 2:20)  And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.

The voices and influences clamoring for the disposal of the traditional definition of the family are many and insistent these days.  The lesson today presents the Biblical view of marriage, the view every believer should cling to and live out in the modern era of easy sexual license.
After being formed from the clay by the hand of God, Adam was more alone than any human being has ever been since.  He was the first and then the only human.  Of course, God knew this, but Adam did not.  God allowed Adam to encounter every large terrestrial animal and name them.  He was the son of God and prince over the animal kingdom, but he was still alone, for Adam was not an animal.  None of them could ever be a suitable companion to one made in the image of God.  It was God’s expressed intent that Adam not remain alone.
B. Union of Husband and Wife (vv. 21, 22)

(Gen 2:21)  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

(Gen 2:22)  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

These verses describe the first surgery under anesthesia in history, performed by none other than the Great Physician.  It is very interesting that modern medicine recognizes that the human rib can regenerate more completely than any other bone in our bodies.  God built another human from the borrowed bone, introducing an important difference.  This new human was female.  God created the original genetic code, so exchanging the Y chromosome for a new X chromosome was a simple task for Him.
C. Together in Equality and Fidelity (vv. 23, 24)

(Gen 2:23)  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

(Gen 2:24)  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

Adam was struck by the closeness of his new companion.  In a way, she was his female clone.  Obviously, God had been revealing to Adam information he had no way of knowing otherwise.  Adam was mentally brilliant, and he understood immediately the deep significance of his new relationship.  In this passage is established the overriding principles of covenant and fidelity that remain foundational to every successful marriage in all cultures and time periods.  Before there were institutions, communities, and governments, there was family unified by marriage and raising the next generation in security and acceptance.  All other effective social groups are based upon family relationships.  In marriage, two disparate personalities choose to bond and act as one to face life and the world.  The core concept that has been eroded is that marriage should be a free choice, but once the covenant is set, the only right path is to work to keep the marriage together.  When we marry, we agree to surrender a part of our free choice to achieve something greater than our will.
II. Sanctity Of Marriage (Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 19:3-9)

A. God Hates Divorce (Malachi 2:14-16)

(Mal 2:14)  Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.

(Mal 2:15)  And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.

(Mal 2:16)  For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously.

The Mosaic law gave certain provisions for divorce.  These permissions were being abused in many periods during Israel’s history.  Through Malachi God is charging His people with this abuse.  The purpose of God in marriage is to create a nurturing environment for the growth and maturity of children steeped in faith in God.  The world of course does not see marriage in such a light.  It is very easy to observe the devastation divorce brings to children.  They are damaged emotionally and spiritually, and they then reach marriageable age with a cynical perspective that endangers their success in building a stable relationship themselves.
B. God’s Original Plan for Marriage (Matthew 19:3-6)

(Mat 19:3)  The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?

(Mat 19:4)  And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,

(Mat 19:5)  And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?

(Mat 19:6)  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

The Pharisees wanted Jesus to say something they could accuse Him with.  The attitudes toward divorce in Jesus’ day had been warped from the clear words of the Law, by the addition of layers of rabbinical interpretations.  Jesus stood upon the simple principles established in Eden, confronting the Pharisees with the failings of their tradition.  Marriage is not a human institution.  Marriage was created from the will and purpose of God and given to human beings for our benefit.  We are to be responsible stewards of this covenant, and we will stand to answer before God for treating our marriages as having little value.  Next to our individual relationship to God, our relationship to our spouse is to be our highest priority in life.
C. Divorce Is Not God’s Will (vv. 7-9)

(Mat 19:7)  They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?

(Mat 19:8)  He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.

(Mat 19:9)  And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.

Jesus was harsh and direct when dealing with the skeptical Pharisees.  The legal provisions Moses wrote was there because of the hard sinful hearts of the Israelites, not because divorce was a preferred option when life became difficult.  Jesus emphatically forbade divorce, unless a spouse had already broken the covenant through fornication and adultery.  No other justification is mentioned.  Separation because of abuse is not sin, but it is also not scriptural grounds for divorce.  The Bible holds up high standards for dissolving the marriage covenant.  There are no “no-fault” divorces provided for in scripture.  God’s law must be regarded as higher than man’s law.
III. Fulfillment In Marriage (1 Corinthians 7:1-5; Hebrews 13:4)

A. Be Faithful in Marriage (1 Corinthians 7:1-5)
(1Co 7:1)  Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman.

(1Co 7:2)  Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.

(1Co 7:3)  Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.

(1Co 7:4)  The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.

(1Co 7:5)  Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.

God made marriage as the perfect relationship to satisfy the sexual needs of human beings, along with every other social need we have.  To be one in marriage is to surrender our self-will to each other and put each other’s needs before our own.  Using sexual favors as a weapon against each other or as a tool to manipulate and get our own way is sinful and a great way to produce problems that will grow over time.
B. Marriage is Honorable (Hebrews 13:4)

(Heb 13:4)  Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

We are permitted and encouraged by God’s word to enjoy the intimacy of our marriage relationship.  Basically, we can satisfy each other’s needs with utter abandon.  The boundary for believers is the marriage covenant.  Seeking such satisfaction outside that relationship is sin and will be held accountable before God.
Pro 5:18  Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. 
