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Salvation And The Holy Spirit
I. Agent Of God In Conviction (Psalm 139:7, 23, 24; John 16:7-11; Acts 2:37, 38)

A. God’s Searching Spirit (Psalm 139:7, 23, 24)

(Psa 139:7 KJV)  Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

(Psa 139:23 KJV)  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:

(Psa 139:24 KJV)  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

The Holy Spirit is God.  This statement says all we need to know about His power, knowledge, and presence.  He cannot be evaded or avoided.  Our best efforts to hide or obfuscate the truth are pointless wastes of time.  The all-pervading presence of the Spirit is very good news for the struggling believer who needs Someone to take notice.  It is very bad news from the perspective of the rebellious sinner determined to walk in his own will and get away with his sin.  All of us need the penetrating gaze of the Spirit to see in us, through us, and over us without resistance.  If we are open and listening to the Spirit, He will faithfully weigh our thoughts, attitudes, and actions, judge them, and express His will to our hearts.  His reproof is better than all the flatteries of men.
B. God’s Convincing Spirit (John 16:7-11)

(Joh 16:7 KJV)  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
(Joh 16:8 KJV)  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:
(Joh 16:9 KJV)  Of sin, because they believe not on me;
(Joh 16:10 KJV)  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;
(Joh 16:11 KJV)  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
The Spirit came on Pentecost to continue and expand the works of Christ in the world of men, birthing the Church as the hands, feet, and mouth of Jesus for ministry.  God is not shy about expressing Himself to man.  The Spirit continues to shout truth to sinners who are running from truth, demonstrate through believers the righteousness of the Son, and judge every act of man, believer and non-believer alike.  We cannot ignore the clear call of the Spirit of God as He communicates the will of the Father at every level of interaction with us.  He will not be silent because we studiously ignore Him.
C. God’s Convicting Spirit (Acts 2:37, 38)

(Act 2:37 KJV)  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

(Act 2:38 KJV)  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

No person can come to belief in Christ and be delivered from death unless he or she accepts the judgment of God on his sin, confessing and seeking mercy through the blood of Jesus.  The Spirit is the active agent of this necessary conviction.  We are not capable in ourselves of seeing our need for salvation, so the drawing and convicting of the Spirit is God’s grace in action to redeem us.
II. Agent Of God In Regeneration (John 3:3-8; Romans 8:14-16; Titus 3:5-7)

A. Born Again by the Spirit (John 3:3-8)

(Joh 3:3 KJV)  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
(Joh 3:4 KJV)  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

(Joh 3:5 KJV)  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
(Joh 3:6 KJV)  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
(Joh 3:7 KJV)  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.
(Joh 3:8 KJV)  The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.
The Spirit is the One Who executes and applies atonement for sinners.  The Father sent the Son, the Son became the sacrificial Price for our souls, and the Spirit administers and confirms the eternal redemptive transaction.  We are saved by the will and work of the Trinity.  Jesus emphasized the invisible spiritual nature if the new birth to Nicodemus.  Salvation is a gift.  We are only required to believe and repent to become spiritually alive in God, after which we will live and act under the influence of the invisible Spirit.
B. Made God’s Children by the Spirit (Romans 8:14-16)

(Rom 8:14 KJV)  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

(Rom 8:15 KJV)  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

(Rom 8:16 KJV)  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

Our family relationship to the Father and Son is made possible by the permeating presence of the Spirit in us.  He brings the life of God into our spirits, communicating with the Father and Son and assuring us of our place in the family.  Our birth is also an adoption.  We are sons of the Father because He chose to make us so.  In earthly families, the adopted child will grow to resemble his biologic parents.  In the heavenly family, our adoption by God begins a change that will make us like our new Parent.
C. Renewed by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5-7)

(Tit 3:5 KJV)  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

(Tit 3:6 KJV)  Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

(Tit 3:7 KJV)  That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Paul said we are new creatures in Christ.  Through the work of the Spirit in us, we are scrubbed clean and restored to a pure innocence of life we could not achieve by any good works or attitude adjustments.  The application of the blood makes us blameless saints in the eyes of God, granting us a place of inheritance in the eternal kingdom of the Father.  Instead of dead men walking, we are renewed to life without end.
III. Agent Of God In Sanctification (Romans 15:15, 16; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2)
A. Sanctified by the Spirit (Romans 15:15, 16)

(Rom 15:15 KJV)  Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God,

(Rom 15:16 KJV)  That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

The Spirit, as He applies the blood and washes us clean, also begins the work of setting us apart, consecrating our entire being to the service of God.  Sanctification is both positional and progressive. The Spirit sanctifies us at salvation, making us saints from that point on, then He works with us as we are willing, to steadily make us like Christ our example.

B. Sanctified and Justified (1 Corinthians 6:9-11)

(1Co 6:9 KJV)  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,

(1Co 6:10 KJV)  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

(1Co 6:11 KJV)  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

The Corinthians had been rank sinners, just like all other believers that had confessed and repented.  Their sin had been judged and had been atoned for by Christ, so the past was forgiven and forgotten by the Father.  Again, the Agent of this process was and is the Holy Spirit.  We owe our lives and futures to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C. Set Apart to God (2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2)

(2Th 2:13 KJV)  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

(1Pe 1:2 KJV)  Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

The Spirit set us apart and will keep us as chosen vessels and people of God.  The Spirit of God knew before creation who would become the chosen and elect of God.  We have free choice in the matter, but the outcome of our choice was foreseen and planned for before time itself.  God is faithful, and the Spirit is faithful to keep us in the Father until we see Him with our eyes and worship at His throne.
