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Secure In God
I. God Is Our Refuge (Psalm 91:1-18)
A. The Place of Safety (vv. 1, 2)

(Psa 91:1)  He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

(Psa 91:2)  I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.

This psalm has been traditionally understood as having been written by Moses, along with Psalm 90.  Moses was called to lead the Israelites through decades of hazard and homelessness until they were ready to inherit the land promised to them.  With this in mind it is easy to see Moses proclaiming this psalm to the nation as an encouraging word from God. They were in the position of either being completely on their own and vulnerable to the attacks and hazards of a nomadic existence, or casting themselves upon the grace and provision of Jehovah.  There could be no middle ground for them.
B. Rescued From Danger (vv. 3, 4)
(Psa 91:3)  Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.

(Psa 91:4)  He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

The promises in this psalm are clear and emphatic.  The person or people that choose to “dwell in the secret place of the Almighty” will enjoy protection from those attacks and ambushes that would otherwise threaten their existence.  Any believer will see in the course of his or her life, that enemies will multiply and crises will arise, even as the believer is fervently obeying the call of God on their life.  Sometimes these attacks are the sheer random consequences of living in a cursed world, and sometimes they are the scheming acts of deliberate evil.  God has assured us that He will be our Nissi, our banner, no matter the origin of the attack.  Because He is truth, truth will be our protection.
C. Kept From Destruction (v. 5-8)

(Psa 91:5)  Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;

(Psa 91:6)  Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.

(Psa 91:7)  A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.

(Psa 91:8)  Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.

There are times that the apparent randomness of danger causes us to live in a mindset of fear.  God does not want us to live in fear.  We can deliberately and humbly cast our fears on Him by determining to trust Him in ALL situations.
II. God Is Our Protection (Psalm 91:9-13)

A. Protected From Evil (vv. 9, 10)
(Psa 91:9)  Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;

(Psa 91:10)  There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.

The emphatic tone of these verses is hard to dismiss.  As obedient believers, we experience some of the attacks this verse appears to say we will be completely immune from.  How can we bridge the gap between the unconditional sound of the promises here, and our actual experience in life? God’s Word does not lie.  Even the wandering Israelites had to deal with attacks that occurred as they were sincerely moving in obedience to Jehovah.  Is this to be understood as simple hyperbole and exaggeration for effect?
Paul incorporated the proper view of Psalm 91 in his 2nd letter to the Corinthian church.
(2Co 4:7)  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

(2Co 4:8)  We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

(2Co 4:9)  Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;

(2Co 4:10)  Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.

B. Guarded By Angels (vv. 11, 12)

(Psa 91:11)  For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

(Psa 91:12)  They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

Satan attempted to misuse verse 11 and 12 to tempt Jesus.  Jesus responded by placing the passage in its proper perspective.  None of the verses in this psalm, or for that matter in all of God’s Word, is to be used as a blunt weapon to get our way with God.  A presumptive attitude toward the promises of the Word is exactly opposite the approach God wants from His children.  The promises are real and valid, but we will trust Him to implement those promises according to His ideal plan for our situation, or otherwise we step out of His will for our relationship with Him.
C. Victorious Over Evil (v. 13)

(Psa 91:13)  Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.

In the Word, lions are often used to depict ravening evil, evil that comes to rend mutilate.  An adder was a common poisonous snake in the Middle East, and the word “dragon” in the Hebrew denote some type of dangerous reptile, real or figurative.  Serpents are a type of the Deceiver in the Word.  God has promised us the ability to defeat the evil that comes to destroy or mislead.  Again, this gifting is available when we surrender all we are and all we want to Him.
III. God Is Our Deliverer (Psalm 91:14-16)
A. Love For God Rewarded (v. 14)

(Psa 91:14)  Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.

The remainder of this Psalm is written as if God Himself were speaking.  Starting with the all-important condition of a submissive relationship, God assures the believer of His protective and provisional acts, “Because he hath known my Name.”  We know the Name above all names, and through His name we can ask in faith and assurance.
B. Prayer For Deliverance Granted (v. 15)

(Psa 91:15)  He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.

Jesus promised that He would answer when we called, and that is exactly what Jehovah promised the Israelites in their wanderings.  They were a ragtag group of nomads, but as the moved in obedience to the voice of God, the surrounding nations were struck with fear and respect for this people that looked so weak and yet could not be stopped.  We do not have to spend our time impressing people with our abilities.  If we will submit to the will of God for our lives, He will impress our worth on others and we will reap the benefits.
C. Blessed With Eternal Life (v. 16)

(Psa 91:16)  With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

We are the beneficiaries of the love of God.  Whether or not our physical life is long, Jesus has provided us with eternal life by showing us the path to salvation.  There are no blessings or benefits in this life that come close to the gift of life by the blood of Christ.  We can live in incessantly turbulent times; not knowing from one day to the next whether we will survive the next crisis, but when we stand and bow in His presence, nothing that has transpired here will matter any more.
