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Sexual Purity or Immorality?
I. Sexual Immorality Defined (Leviticus 18:1-30)

A. Do Not As the World Does (vv. 1-5, 24-30)

(Lev 18:1)  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

(Lev 18:2)  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the LORD your God.

(Lev 18:3)  After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances.

(Lev 18:4)  Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am the LORD your God.

(Lev 18:5)  Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD.

Of all the categories of human behavior and interaction we take part in, in our lives, no aspect is harder to manage or control than sexual behaviors.  God wanted Israel to hear His will in the specifics of their sex lives, and He began this word to Moses by re-iterating His overall command to live distinct from the pagan, Godless cultures they left behind and those they would soon encounter.  The sin-cursed societies of men without God typically display few boundaries on the sexual activities of their members.  The God-given sex drives of men and women are stronger than all other bodily drives except respiration and hunger.  Why then does God put boundaries on our behavior in this area?  He made us this way, didn’t He?
B. Incest and Adultery Forbidden (vv. 6-18, 20)

(Lev 18:6)  None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their nakedness: I am the LORD.

(Lev 18:7)  The nakedness of thy father, or the nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not uncover: she is thy mother; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

(Lev 18:8)  The nakedness of thy father's wife shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's nakedness.

(Lev 18:9)  The nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of thy father, or daughter of thy mother, whether she be born at home, or born abroad, even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover.

(Lev 18:10)  The nakedness of thy son's daughter, or of thy daughter's daughter, even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover: for theirs is thine own nakedness.

(Lev 18:11)  The nakedness of thy father's wife's daughter, begotten of thy father, she is thy sister, thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

(Lev 18:12)  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's sister: she is thy father's near kinswoman.

(Lev 18:13)  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother's sister: for she is thy mother's near kinswoman.

(Lev 18:14)  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's brother, thou shalt not approach to his wife: she is thine aunt.

(Lev 18:15)  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy daughter in law: she is thy son's wife; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

(Lev 18:16)  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother's wife: it is thy brother's nakedness.

(Lev 18:17)  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter, neither shalt thou take her son's daughter, or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her nakedness; for they are her near kinswomen: it is wickedness.

(Lev 18:18)  Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister, to vex her, to uncover her nakedness, beside the other in her life time.

(Lev 18:20)  Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour's wife, to defile thyself with her.

God was wiser than the people He was leading to their Promised Land.  He knew what was best for them in all parts of their lives, including the sexual.  God is not about killing our fun.  He is always about giving and maintaining true life in us.  Choices and behaviors have consequences, and sinful sex projects this principle more intensely than any other selfish choice.  God knew what was happening to the genetic code of the human race, although the people themselves were only marginally aware of the results of inbreeding.  The royal families of Egypt routinely married close relatives, and it showed in the children born.  God forbade incest for biological reasons.  Most societies now have laws forbidding incest.  The other aspect of God’s warnings in this passage is that most of the relations described here were also adulterous in nature.  We frequently see the lives and fortunes of public figures crash and burn because they chose pleasure over fidelity, but under the radar are thousands of marriages and families ripped apart because a spouse ignores their covenant of marriage and betrays the one closest to them.
C. Other Forbidden Practices (vv. 21-23)

(Lev 18:21)  And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD.

(Lev 18:22)  Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.

(Lev 18:23)  Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.

Most sinful sexual behavior violates more than one moral principle, because sex is never a simple animal act for human beings.  Here God forbids same-sex relations, as well as bestiality.  Other passages provide the ultimate penalty of death for those that engaged in such acts.  Our society is hard at work trying to remove every boundary that has ever been placed on sexual behavior.  We have groups advocating for child-adult sex, group sex, homosexuality, animal sex, and sex involving mutual torture.  The list of such groups is both long and revolting to anyone seeking to live right before God.  The pervasive nature of online pornography leaves few individuals in Western societies untouched.  Advertisers use temptation and lust as mainstream marketing tools.  Only the power of God and the indwelling Spirit can make us proof against the prevailing filth of our land.  It is enlightening to realize that in the prohibitions of Leviticus, there is little mention of the thoughts that lead to the acts.  The people God addressed were justified by their outward obedience because the blood of goats and lambs could not transform their hearts.  We have been given greater gifts in that we can be new creatures inside as well as outside.  Although Hell itself rages around us, we can live as citizens of Heaven, because greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world. 
II. Immoral Behavior And Conversation Prohibited (Romans 1:26-32; Ephesians 5:3-5)
A. Vile Affections Condemned (Romans 1:26-28)

(Rom 1:26)  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:

(Rom 1:27)  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.

(Rom 1:28)  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

Paul, in the first chapter of Romans, gives his readers a thumbnail history of mankind, essentially a disturbing look at man’s depraved downward spiral without God.  Interlaced with the turn to pagan idols and rejection of God as Lord was and is the utter degradation of purity in sexual behaviors.  Why should men and women restrain the intense pursuit of pleasure if God as Lawgiver no longer matters?  Sexual adventurism does much more than create memories.  It has been proven by studies that the brains of homosexuals are significantly different in structure than the brains of heterosexuals.  While this has been used to promote the idea that gays are born to be homosexual, there is another more likely explanation.  The choice to engage in intense lustful acts over time actually causes the changes that have been observed in autopsies.  Perhaps this is why addictive behaviors, sexual or otherwise, create strongholds in the mind that are enormously difficult to overcome.  A reprobate mind is one that is so blinded by continual sin that truth is no longer visible to it.  Only the sovereign grace of God can change such a mind.
B. Evils of Alienation From God (vv. 29-32)

(Rom 1:29)  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

(Rom 1:30)  Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,

(Rom 1:31)  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:

(Rom 1:32)  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

Sinners are bound to sin.  Paul lists a number of sinful behaviors and attitudes here, sins that all of us have participated to some extent when we did not know God or when we selfishly chose to walk in our will.  The difference here is that Paul is continuing to describe the implacably evil choices of men determined to go their own ways.  This is the way of the world of men without God.  Immorality sexual and otherwise is the “natural” bent of humans that reject God.  The sin nature we inherited from Adam will not allow spiritual freedom without the application of the sacrificial blood of the Lamb of God.
C. Christians Behavior and Speech (Ephesians 5:3-5)

(Eph 5:3)  But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;

(Eph 5:4)  Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.

(Eph 5:5)  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

As blood-washed believers we are expected to live differently.  The tragedy of modern Christianity is that the world sees little difference between its behavior and the resultant consequences, and those same parameters in us that name the Name of Christ.  God’s law is fair and fairly imposed.  We can wreck both our physical lives and our ultimate destiny by choosing to give rein to our sexual lusts beyond God’s boundaries.  We will stand before Him without excuse or cover if we rebel for pleasure’s sake.
III. Our Bodies Belong To God (1 Corinthians 6:12-20)

A. The Body Is Not for Sexual Immorality (vv. 12-14)

(1Co 6:12)  All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.

(1Co 6:13)  Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.

(1Co 6:14)  And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.

So, how do we implement sexual purity in a world that pushes lust as merchandise and the stuff of daily life?  Paul lived in a licentious day also.  The acts he described in Romans and other letters he saw and encountered frequently.  He could do almost anything he pleased as a Roman citizen, but he knew the traps laid for him as well as for all men and women.  He realized the transient nature of the physical life, and the eternal consequences of temporal choices.  He knew he belonged to God and his heart was to live congruent with that knowledge.  Our society tells us that our whims are equivalent to our needs, so we should deny ourselves nothing we want.  If we believe the Word we will not fall into that line of thought.
B. Run From Sexual Immorality (vv. 15-18)

(1Co 6:15)  Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.

(1Co 6:16)  What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.

(1Co 6:17)  But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

(1Co 6:18)  Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.

Paul understood the essential uniqueness of sex in the lives of humans.  Animals perform sex as a simple drive to reproduce, but for man, created in the image of God with an eternal spirit, the joining of the sexual act is far deeper and induces permanent benefit or permanent damage, depending on our obedience or disobedience to the moral boundaries God has put into place.  The only proper response of the believer to sexual lust outside of the marriage bed is full flight with intent to escape the situation.  When we do anything else we leave ourselves vulnerable to the trap.
C. Glorify God in Body and Spirit (vv. 19, 20)

(1Co 6:19)  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

(1Co 6:20)  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

The attitude of being owned by God and possessed by the Holy Spirit is the appropriate mindset for the Christian determined to live and act in fidelity and chastity.  We glorify our God by our obedience to purity.  We dishonor Him and His kingdom when we choose to run with the dogs of sexual “freedom”.
