PAGE  
4

Sin and Deliverance
I. Disobedience Leads To Judgment (Judges 2:6-15; 3:7-8)

A. Emergence of a Godless Generation (2:6-13)

(Jdg 2:6)  And when Joshua had let the people go, the children of Israel went every man unto his inheritance to possess the land.

(Jdg 2:7)  And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel.

(Jdg 2:8)  And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred and ten years old.

(Jdg 2:9)  And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnathheres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash.

(Jdg 2:10)  And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel.

(Jdg 2:11)  And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim:

(Jdg 2:12)  And they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the LORD to anger.

(Jdg 2:13)  And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.

The Israelites listened to Joshua’s last instructions and warnings with full intent to obey them.  However, the generation that heard Joshua and experienced the mighty miracles God did for His people, slowly passed away, leaving behind a nation for whom the great stories were just that, stories only.  They were not committed to know God, nor did they desire to be.  What they did know was life in Canaan, neighboring with people from different cultures and with pagan belief systems.  They were attracted to the worship of these “gods” and they fell away from the knowledge and worship of Jehovah.  They were in sad need of revival, but revival can only come for those that actually want to be revived.  The Israelites were quite satisfied to adopt the religion of their pagan neighbors.
B. God Provoked to Anger (2:14, 15)

(Jdg 2:14)  And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies.

(Jdg 2:15)  Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against them for evil, as the LORD had said, and as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were greatly distressed.

God is faithful to His Word.  If He promises to bless those that follow Him, we can bank on His promises.  If He assures the disobedient of His displeasure and wrath, we can be confident the consequences of sin will be painful and destructive.  He has done both, and He never speaks folly.  Jehovah had laid before the Israel in the Law His will for them and the rewards and punishment for adherence and defiance.  As Israel strayed into their own willful paths, God began to fulfill the negative consequences He promised.
C. Made Subject to Enemies (3:7-8)

(Jdg 3:7)  And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and forgat the LORD their God, and served Baalim and the groves.

(Jdg 3:8)  Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served Chushanrishathaim eight years.

Chapter 2 expresses the general overview of the cyclic sinfulness of Israel in the days of the judges.  Chapter 3 begins to specify the detailed accounts of the oppressions and deliverances during this turbulent period of Israeli history.  Because of their sin, God allowed a pagan king to rule and abuse His people for eight years.  Their livelihood was stolen, their possessions were robbed and destroyed, and lives were lost.  Sin always looks better going in than coming out.
II. Repentance Brings God’s Deliverance (Judges 2:16; 3:9, 10)
A. Deliverers Raised Up (2:16)

(Jdg 2:16)  Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them.

The incredible cyclic history of the period of the judges illustrates God’s untiring love for those He names as His own, much more than it indicates any intrinsic worth of this unfaithful nation.  They needed revival but did not want it until physical life became so painful they were forced to confront their infidelity.  As soon as they truly repented, God sent deliverers to accomplish their liberation.
B. Prayer Brings a Deliverer (3:9)

(Jdg 3:9)  And when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer to the children of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother.

The first such deliverer was the grandson of Caleb.  Caleb was one of the original spies sent into Canaan under Moses to ascertain the status of the cities and people.  He and Joshua were the only two that chose to trust God rather than panic at the task ahead of them.  Caleb continued to be a stalwart follower of Jehovah, taking his inheritance from the pagan natives at the age of 85.  His example of commitment and trust evidently kept his family from falling into the same traps of unfaithfulness most of their countrymen succumbed to.  Even in the darkest spiritual times, God will always have a faithful remnant through which He can work to restore faith and righteousness.
C. Deliverance Given by God (3:10)

(Jdg 3:10)  And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war: and the LORD delivered Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushanrishathaim.

The Holy Spirit was active in motivating and empowering the judges of Israel.  Othniel could not have accomplished the difficult task he was given to do without supernatural strength.  With his God with him, no king could stand before him.
III. Heed God’s Warning (Judges 2:17-23; Hebrews 3:12-14)

A. Persistent Backsliding (Judges 2:17-19)

(Jdg 2:17)  And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed themselves unto them: they turned quickly out of the way which their fathers walked in, obeying the commandments of the LORD; but they did not so.

(Jdg 2:18)  And when the LORD raised them up judges, then the LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the LORD because of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them.

(Jdg 2:19)  And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they returned, and corrupted themselves more than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them; they ceased not from their own doings, nor from their stubborn way.

These verses can only bring sadness to a believer’s heart.  No matter how many times God heard the distressed cries of His wayward people and sent help to them, their heart would turn back to Him only briefly.  As soon as good times prevailed, they didn’t need God or the stuffy judges telling them how to live, and they returned to their sin and depravity, turning out worse than those that came before them.
B. Tested by God’s Judgment (Judges 2:20-23)

(Jdg 2:20)  And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and he said, Because that this people hath transgressed my covenant which I commanded their fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice;

(Jdg 2:21)  I also will not henceforth drive out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left when he died:

(Jdg 2:22)  That through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not.

(Jdg 2:23)  Therefore the LORD left those nations, without driving them out hastily; neither delivered he them into the hand of Joshua.

God is a better parent than we are.  He loves us more than we can ever love our children, but His ways of dealing with stubborn self-will are much harsher than are ours.  We, in this circumstance, would probably have tried to remove the sources of the temptation, namely the ungodly people that still dwelled alongside the Israelites, so that they would not be the constant danger to Israel they were.  Instead, God intentionally prevented the displacement of the pagan peoples to force the Israelites to either choose Him or keep choosing evil.  He did not make it easy for them.
C. Warning to Christians (Hebrews 3:12-14)

(Heb 3:12)  Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.

(Heb 3:13)  But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

(Heb 3:14)  For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;

According to the writer of Hebrews, we can travel the same destructive path the Israelites did, if we so choose.  We can become hard of heart, ignoring the pangs of conscience and the voice of the Holy Spirit.  We can choose to be either wheat or tares, and He will differentiate between the two in His time and place.  Salvation is a free gift, but our own decisions to follow our own will can negate the work of salvation in our heart and separate us from Christ.  We are “partakers” only if we refuse to follow any will but His.
