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Stay With The Faith
I. Contend For The Faith (Jude 1:1-4)

A. Called, Sanctified, and Kept (vv. 1, 2)
(Jud 1:1)  Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:

(Jud 1:2)  Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.

Jude was the younger brother of James and half-brother to Jesus.  He was probably the disciple identified in Luke 6:16 as Judas brother of James.  At least some of Jesus’ siblings did not accept Him as the Christ, but Jude may have been the exception.  Whatever the case, Jude was evidently influential in the first century church.  The commentary states that his letter was probably written after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  The church needed all the encouragement it could get in this perilous period of persecution and scattering.  Jude blessed his readers with a prayer for mercy, peace and love to be extended to them.  No matter how hard may be our circumstances; He Who has called us will supply His best to us, preserving us till we see His face.
B. Keep the Faith (v. 3)

(Jud 1:3)  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

Jude turned his attention to the urgent task of addressing the “common salvation,” the foundational truths of the Gospel and Christianity.  He sensed a great need to exhort fellow believers to fight for the valid doctrines revealed by Jesus and documented in the canon of New Testament writings that had and would be written.  The Apostles were first and foremost teachers, passing on the truth they had been given by revelation in Christ.  The church grew as each new believer accepted Christ, learned the Message, and taught it to some one else.  The Spirit both empowered this chain of revelation and kept it uncorrupted and pure from error.  Nevertheless, many errant “truths” had arisen through self-serving false teachers.  Reading the letters of Paul and John makes this fact abundantly clear. 
C. Guard Against Apostates (v. 4)

(Jud 1:4)  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jude evidently had had personal encounters with the harbingers of heresy.  These days, as then, it is not difficult to find those that read the same scripture we read and perceive in it questionable new doctrines, discarding the ‘common faith” for ideas more compatible with current cultural demands.  Good becomes evil, evil becomes good, and the light is extinguished for many souls.
II. Expect God’s Judgments (Jude 1:5-16)

A. God Has Judged Defectors (vv. 5-7)

(Jud 1:5)  I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.

(Jud 1:6)  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

(Jud 1:7)  Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

Jude doesn’t mince words.  Receiving and knowing the truth is essential, but not sufficient.  Committing one’s life and destiny to that truth is a must if we are to endure to the end.  The Israelites received truth literally from the very hand of Jehovah, yet they repeatedly abandoned it for something more suited to their likes and were punished each time.  The angels were created in perfection and knew truth in perfection, yet left it to follow a liar, so they await an eternal doom. Sodom and Gomorrah were only a short journey from Salem, the place where Melchizedek, priest of the “Most High God,” lived, yet they wallowed in depravity and suffered the just consequences of their evil.
B. Defectors Are Self-Destructive (vv. 8-13)

(Jud 1:8)  Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

(Jud 1:9)  Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.

(Jud 1:10)  But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.

(Jud 1:11)  Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

(Jud 1:12)  These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;

(Jud 1:13)  Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.

Refusing to abide in revealed truth carries its own brutal consequences.  Those who respect and love the laws and will of God will respect proper boundaries and therefore rescue themselves from damage.  The rebellious, whether it was Cain in his self-willed worship, or the eager victims of Balaam’s scheme of seduction, or the followers of Kore, who defied the proper authority of Moses and Aaron, or any modern self-willed “independent thinker” determined to reach eternity on his terms, run through all boundaries, refusing to see that the fences were set for their protection, not to limit their happiness.  Every fence built by the will of God has a pit on the other side, but the rebellious see only greener grass. 
C. God Will Judge Defectors (vv. 14-16)

(Jud 1:14)  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,

(Jud 1:15)  To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

(Jud 1:16)  These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.

Enoch, who was the earliest prophetic writer we know of, saw the corruption of his day and received a vision of future judgment against ungodly men.  God intended and still intends that His creation know Him in revealed truth.  We will acknowledge truth willingly and inhabit the benefits of knowing Him obediently, or we will acknowledge truth unwillingly when it is too late to benefit, and be buried under the wrathful sentence of God.  Either way, we will know Him in truth.  Jude equated the false teachers of his day with the rebellious seen by Enoch, because they are indeed the same in heart and in destiny.
III. Remember, Build, Keep, and Rescue (Jude 1:17-25)

A. Remember the Truth (vv. 17-19)

(Jud 1:17)  But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;

(Jud 1:18)  How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.

(Jud 1:19)  These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.

The apostles had always warned of the dangers of heretical teachers.  Jude believed he and the church were in the last days, because of the things he was seeing.  All Christians, no matter the century, should live with the awareness of the last days, because we do not know just when that will come.  The mindset of imminence will sharpen our resolve to faithful living.  Mockers, those that convinced themselves they had plenty of time to play and do as they pleased, are abundant now also.  They really don’t want to associate too closely with the “crazies” who believe Jesus may come any time, and they rely on their human understanding and their carnal desires to discern their true standing.  Refusing to hear the Source of truth leaves one without the ability to know truth.
B. Build Up and Keep (vv. 20, 21)

(Jud 1:20)  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,

(Jud 1:21)  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

Our connection to the Father and Son through the indwelling Spirit can maintain our walk in the truth.  Seeking God is the best exercise we can undertake in this life.  We cannot know God without also knowing the truth about Him, ourselves, and our world.  He will faithfully teach us all we must know, as His Spirit quickens His Word in us.  There are a plethora of things we can properly know in life, but none is as essential as the truth God gives us about Himself.
C. Rescue the Fallen (vv. 22-25)

(Jud 1:22)  And of some have compassion, making a difference:

(Jud 1:23)  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

(Jud 1:24)  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

(Jud 1:25)  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

One of the benefits of knowing God in truth is that He will empower us to reach into the darkness and rescue those still wrapped in lies and destruction.  Men cannot save themselves; no matter how much they may want it or how strenuously they attempt it.  We can be the witnesses of the Gospel and cast a lifeline to the desperate.  Staying in Christ will keep us from getting pulled in with them.  We are here on a mission of mercy, having received mercy and life eternal.  Jude did not write this letter because he was worried that the faithful wouldn’t make it.  He wrote it to encourage the faltering and uncertain to reclaim their hold on the truth because the fight is absolutely worth the struggle.  If we remain faithful to our faithful God, nothing can prevent us from standing in His presence one day forever safe from the dangers of deception.
