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Surprising Generosity
I. Sacrificial Generosity (Luke 21:1-4)

A. Rich Men Giving (v. 1)

(Luk 21:1)  And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury.

Even in Jesus’ day and before, the work of ministry and maintenance of places of worship required the supply of wealth.  The Law provided for offerings and tithes from the people of God.  Obviously, the more a person could give, the more they supported ministry.  Jesus observed the wealthy men donating large sums to the Temple treasury.  These men were probably faithful in what they knew, and most of them likely gave for the right reasons.  Jesus had no words of condemnation for them.
B. A Poor Widow Giving (v. 2)

(Luk 21:2)  And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites.

A poor woman, powerless in her society, with little hope of a better future, passed before Jesus and the disciples and put in two tiny coins that were literally pocket change in her land.  The contrast between the heavy copper, silver, and gold bags cast in by the wealthy, and the small amount she gave, was enormous.  She was doing what she could, although in real terms her gift would barely be noted.
C. The Measure of Generosity (vv. 3, 4)

(Luk 21:3)  And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all:

(Luk 21:4)  For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.

The actual contrast was indeed huge, but was in the opposite direction from the common assessment.  Jesus was not talking about the mathematical disparity of the two gifts, but of the spiritual contrast.  The rich cast in large bags filled with precious metals, and they still had abundant resources to draw upon for all their needs and wants.  The widow, without even a husband to provide for her, cast in her tiny offering, leaving nothing for her future needs.  When she cast in, she cast herself on the mercies of God, trusting Him to be her Jireh.  She was living with open hands, grasping nothing for herself.  Giving sacrificially requires that we reach the level of totally selling out our agenda to His plans.  She handed God her heart along with the pennies, and her heart was what He wanted all along.
(2Co 8:1)  Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;

(2Co 8:2)  How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.

(2Co 8:3)  For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;

(2Co 8:4)  Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.

(2Co 8:5)  And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.

(2Co 8:6)  Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also.

II. Unselfish Generosity (Luke 10:30-37)

A. Story of Misfortune (vv. 30-32)
(Luk 10:30)  And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

(Luk 10:31)  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.

(Luk 10:32)  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.

Rank and status in religion does not guarantee generosity.  In fact, a religious spirit tends to be stingy and callous to the needs of hurting humanity.  The man in this story was in trouble through no fault of his own and needed compassion, but the priest and Levite were smug in consigning him to his continued pain and suffering, not wishing to defile themselves ceremonially, but ignoring the inner defilement they both wallowed in.
B. The Unselfish Samaritan (vv. 33-35)

(Luk 10:33)  But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,

(Luk 10:34)  And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

(Luk 10:35)  And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.

Samaritans were not considered theologically sound in their beliefs.  They were despised by the Jews that prided themselves as the “chosen” people.  However historically warped his faith, the Samaritan found room for compassion to the stranger.  He generously expended his resources to help and provided for his shelter, even granting the host a blank check to insure the comfort and recovery of the injured man.  This is generosity in action, motivated by a Godly, selfless love.  This is the kind of active love God wants us to exhibit.  True, unbounded generosity cannot thrive without the motivation of love for others.
C. An Example To Follow (vv. 36, 37)

(Luk 10:36)  Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?

(Luk 10:37)  And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

Jesus drove home the essential point of the story to the lawyer that challenged Jesus.  The lawyer, confronted with the light of truth, could only concur with the obvious conclusion.  Jesus then commanded him to imitate the Samaritan in his life.
III. Christ’s Generosity (Philippians 2:5-11)

A. Christ Jesus, God Incarnate (vv. 5, 6)

(Php 2:5)  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

(Php 2:6)  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

Jesus had every right to confront the intolerant selfish religious attitudes of the people around Him because selfless love and exceeding generosity flowed out of Him constantly.  He Who knew by essential right the reality of pure flawless life and eternal glory as God the Creator, chose to walk dusty paths and sweat in the summer heat of Palestine, willingly giving Himself to a mission of pain and humiliation for a people that would reject Him.
B. Christ’s Generous Humility (v. 7, 8)

(Php 2:7)  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

(Php 2:8)  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Talk about slumming with the natives!  We are farther below the nature and mind of God than pond scum is to the National Academy of Science.  Yet, we are so beloved to Him that he became one of us and suffered an ignoble death most humans are blessed to avoid.  At no time was He coerced or pressured to carry out His mission.  He submitted to the plan of the Father and surrendered His life to death.
C. Christ Exalted By God (vv. 9-11)

(Php 2:9)  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

(Php 2:10)  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

(Php 2:11)  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

There is always payback in the kingdom of God.  Reaping and sowing are the foundational principles upon which God created all of reality, seen and unseen.  Jesus, God Himself, sowed unrivaled generosity and love to a world of undeserving souls, becoming the ultimate Servant of Servants.  He will harvest the worship of even those that now reject Him, recognized as the Lord of lords and King of kings. He is our supreme example of selfless generosity.  When He calls us to giving and living out love, He has already led the way for us.
