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Testifying About Christ
I. Life Before Conversion (Acts 26:1-11)
A. Invitation To Testify (vv. 1-3)

(Act 26:1)  Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself:

(Act 26:2)  I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews:

(Act 26:3)  Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently.

Do people really change?  Can a person, rooted in a particular mindset and lifestyle, turn on a dime and become the opposite of everything they were before?  The answer to both these questions is illustrated powerfully in the life and testimony of Paul the apostle.
Paul, in the passages of scripture in this lesson, has been in prison for two years, partly to protect him from death and partly to curry favor with the Jews who were screaming for his head.  Leadership had changed, and the new governor, Porcius Festus, wanted to resolve the issues surrounding Paul.  He invited King Agrippa to hear his story.  Agrippa was highly interested to know more, so he and his wife came to Caesarea to hear Paul.  Paul was respectful without being flattering.  Paul took the opportunity, not to plead for his freedom, but to present to the most politically powerful person in the region, his testimony of a changed life.  Paul was submissive to the reigning authorities and submissive to the evident will of Christ for his life, but he was anything but submissive to the challenges he faced or the attempts of Satan to silence his witness.
B. Paul’s Life as a Jew (vv. 4-8)

(Act 26:4)  My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;

(Act 26:5)  Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

(Act 26:6)  And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers:

(Act 26:7)  Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.

(Act 26:8)  Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?

From the Jewish perspective, Paul had nothing to be ashamed of from his life before Jesus.  He strove to live the highest levels of the Jewish faith through the sect of Pharisaism.  If right standing before God could be achieved through right works and right living, he was there.  The difference was that now he understood the Old Testament scriptures in light of the finished work of Christ, so that those promises that gave the Israelites hope meant greater things to him now than they ever did before he met Jesus, and it was the gap in understanding and belief that made his former colleagues now his worst enemies.
The secret Paul learned from meeting Jesus was that insistence on moral living could never be enough to make him worthy of eternal life.  Only the shed blood of Jesus could make him the saint he had striven to be by works alone.

C. Persecutor of Christians (vv. 9-11)

(Act 26:9)  I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

(Act 26:10)  Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.

(Act 26:11)  And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.

Paul, the zealous Pharisee, was deeply offended and insulted by the claims of Jesus and His followers.  His self-righteous passion motivated him to hunt Christians like game animals and either turn them or destroy them.  Paul became a violent, incorrigible enemy of the Church.  His hands were red with the blood of the saints.  This must have been a difficult thing for Paul to admit, but he was determined that Agrippa and all listening knew from where he had come.
II. Encounter With The Living Christ (Acts 26:12-18)

A. Confronted by Christ (vv. 12-14)

(Act 26:12)  Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests,

(Act 26:13)  At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.

(Act 26:14)  And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

I can imagine Paul’s voice becoming strained from the emotions he was feeling, as he recounted the destiny-changing encounter he had with Jesus.  In Paul’s letters he described himself as the “least of the apostles.”  This was not false modesty, but his true assessment of his place in the kingdom of God.  Paul never lost his awareness of how little he deserved the loving attention of the Savior to the state of his soul.  When we witness to others of God’s work in our lives, do we communicate our amazement and gratitude for the grace of Jesus Christ to give us life in place of death, light in place of darkness, and freedom in place of bondage?
B. Recognizing Christ (v. 15)

(Act 26:15)  And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.

With the revelation of Christ came the immediate realization of Jesus the Lord.  Paul instantly knew the apparition appearing to him was no random spirit or demon, but Lord.  Jesus however did not leave Paul to draw his own conclusions, so He identified Himself specifically as Jesus.  God knows just how to cut through the flak and fog to make us know Him as He wants us to know Him.
C. Called by Christ (vv. 16-18)

(Act 26:16)  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;

(Act 26:17)  Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,

(Act 26:18)  To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

Jesus had a purpose for Paul 180 degrees removed from the purpose he thought he had been created for.  That is what happens to every soul that finds Jesus.  All the former purposes, ambitions, and directives are replaced by the will of Christ.  At least this is how it’s supposed to work out.  In Paul’s case this was emphatically true.  Jesus gave Paul in a nutshell the sweep of his future.  Instead of being Christianity’s biggest foe, he would become its greatest human champion.
III. Obedience To Christ’s Call (Acts 26:19-29)

A. Immediate Obedience (vv. 19, 20)

(Act 26:19)  Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:

(Act 26:20)  But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

Paul, as he had served the purposes of Satan before, immersed himself immediately in the cause of the Kingdom of Christ Jesus.  The disciples at Damascus were stunned and shocked by the change in him.  Every believer in the Middle East that had fled Saul’s implacable hatred before now could rest in peace from pursuit.  His conversion was an instant blessing to the Church.  There is no way to read the original account or Paul’s recollection and not rejoice in the transforming power of the blood of Jesus.
B. Continuing Ministry (vv. 21-23)

(Act 26:21)  For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me.

(Act 26:22)  Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:

(Act 26:23)  That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.

Paul correctly identified the reason for his present condition.  The Jews were acting from the same blind intolerance for the Gospel that had previously motivated Paul.  They were intent upon destroying his witness to the resurrection, but their best efforts had landed him in the presence of the king himself and given Paul the ear of the powerful to hear the Good News of Jesus.  What delicious irony!  The truth cannot and will not ever be neutralized.  Just when Satan and the unbelieving world of men are sure the Name of Jesus will not be spoken again, His Name shines forth more awesomely than ever before.
C. Summoning to Faith in Christ (vv. 24-29)

(Act 26:24)  And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.

(Act 26:25)  But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.

(Act 26:26)  For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner.

(Act 26:27)  King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.

(Act 26:28)  Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

(Act 26:29)  And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.

The crucial time of decision has arrived.  Will Festus and Agrippa believe the testimony of Paul about Jesus?  It was not Paul’s freedom in question here, but theirs.  They were in bondage deeper than any Paul had ever suffered physically.  He stood before them a free bird flying in the heavens of truth and delivering his soul of the means to their ultimate deliverance.  Unfortunately they rejected the words of truth, Festus by humorously accusing Paul of insanity, Agrippa, by avoiding the decision and putting it off for another day.  Paul pled with them to accept this freedom.  Paul refused to hold grudges against those that persecuted and imprisoned him.  His heart was constantly for them to become brothers and sisters in the faith.  This kind of unselfish love holds the power behind effective witnessing, because it is a supernatural love we are not capable of on our own.  We don’t know the effect of Paul’s witness among the other listeners gathered there that day. It is quite possible that several who came to mock and accuse left different than when they arrived.  God’s word never goes out in futility.
