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The Birth of the King
(Christmas Lesson)

I. The King Is Born (Matthew 1:18-25)

A. Miraculous Conception (v. 18)

(Mat 1:18)  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

Matthew is succinct in introducing the account of Jesus’ birth.  Mary and Joseph were engaged to each other.  In Jewish society, an engagement was a year-long phase that was considered as sacred and binding as marriage.  Discovering that Mary was pregnant could, to her friends and family as well as to Joseph, mean only that she had committed adultery.
B. Divine Message (vv. 19-23)

(Mat 1:19)  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.

(Mat 1:20)  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

(Mat 1:21)  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

(Mat 1:22)  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,

(Mat 1:23)  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

Joseph had the right to publicly humiliate Mary.  No one would have blamed him.  Infidelity was not treated in his day the cavalier way it is treated now.  The Law even called for fatal consequences to this sin.  Joseph loved Mary with much more than physical desire, however, and he would do what was necessary, but in a fashion that protected her from public disgrace.
God intervened in this painful situation with revelation that changed everything for Joseph.  Not only had Mary not been unfaithful, she was expecting the promised Savior and Messiah of Israel.  God told Joseph to call his legal son Jesus.
C. Jesus Is Born and Named (vv. 24, 25)
(Mat 1:24)  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:

(Mat 1:25)  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.

Joseph probably knew the prophecy quoted by Matthew, but he had a clear choice.  Should he go with his feelings of outrage and believe only the apparent fact of infidelity, or should he believe the dream was real and valid and follow the command of God?  It is clear that Joseph was a man of faith much like his ancestor Abraham, willing to dismiss the apparent and follow God at His word.  No one had ever seen or experienced a virgin birth in all of human history, but Joseph chose to believe God was telling him it had happened on this occasion.  All his neighbors, friends, and relatives were likely convinced he had invented this story in a vain attempt to deny the obvious.  When God tells us to take a step that is not logical to those around us, whose voice will we listen to?  Our decision will determine our future, as it did for Joseph.
II. The King Is Sought (Matthew 2:1-8)
A. Where Is the Messiah-King? (vv. 1, 2)

(Mat 2:1)  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,

(Mat 2:2)  Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.

Matthew skips a period of time in his narrative to describe an incident not discussed by any of the other Gospel writers.  A retinue of scholars came from the region of Persia, with a mission unlike any ever undertaken before.  The wise men were called Magi.  They had descended from generations of ancient scholars in Persia, and they had knowledge of the promised King and the sign that would announce His coming.  That knowledge could have come from several sources, but the most likely is that the prophet Daniel, himself counted among the Magi, had either enlightened his fellow scholars on the ancient Biblical prophecies, had written prophetic revelation not included in the book of Daniel but left to the succeeding generations of Magi, that revealed these truths to them, or maybe both.  Somehow, these pagan astrologers knew more about the timing and arrival of the Messiah than did the Jews themselves.
A possibly relevant OT prophecy comes from the words of Baalim in Numbers:

(Num 24:17)  I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth.
B. Messiah-King’s Birthplace (vv. 3-6)

(Mat 2:3)  When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

(Mat 2:4)  And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.

(Mat 2:5)  And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,

(Mat 2:6)  And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.

Herod was evil, self-seeking, and paranoid about his hold on power.  However, he was too smart to dismiss the Magi as deluded dreamers.  He actually believed the prophecies enough to consult with the visitors and the religious leaders of Jerusalem to pinpoint the locality and timing of the upstart’s birth.  Malachi was impressively specific in designating Bethlehem as the place of Jesus’ birth.  His words are only one such passage that validates the reality of our Lord and Savior.  Only God can look forward in time and predict anything with such specificity.
C. Searching for the Messiah-King (vv. 7, 8)

(Mat 2:7)  Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.

(Mat 2:8)  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.

Like so many evil leaders through history, it was easy to know when Herod was lying.  It happened every time his lips moved.  He was satanically motivated.  The Magi didn’t know him well enough to see through his subterfuge.  They listened and apparently agreed to return word to him.
III. The King Is Worshipped (Matthew 2:9-11)
A. Guided to the Messiah-King (vv. 9, 10)

(Mat 2:9)  When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.

(Mat 2:10)  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.

The wise men continued to follow the heavenly sign from Jerusalem to the specific place Jesus and Mary were living.  The supernatural nature of the star is obvious here, for no natural astronomical object can be perceived as moving and standing over a particular spot on earth.  The earth revolves, so no such natural object can hover over the same place for any length of time, even if it is in very close proximity to the planet.
B. The Messiah-King Worshiped (v. 11)

(Mat 2:11)  And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

The Magi believed the scriptures and the prophecies left to them, without embellishment or human re-interpretation.  They saw exactly what they were expecting to find, a young child with His mother, but they knew He was far more than He appeared to be.  They immediately prostrated themselves before Him in worship and adoration.  They may have come from a pagan culture and they were certainly in no way part of the covenant nation, but they had open eyes and open hearts to believe the truth they knew, and God privileged them with this private audience with the King of kings.  How much more will He do for us in the covenant of grace, if we approach Him with belief and obedience?
C. The Messiah-King Given Gifts (v. 11)

(Mat 2:11)  And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

These scholars brought of the wealth of their nation as a royal offering to the new-born King.  They lived to follow the prophecies left to them, so the gifts they brought were prophetic in meaning.  Gold is the stuff of kings, represented what is most valuable to men.  The frankincense was also an expensive substance, used to perfume the air and prepare bodies for burial.  The obvious connection here is to Jesus’ death.  Myrrh was known for its bitterness.  The sacrifice of Jesus would be fraught with the bitter pain of suffering for the sins of others, and the heart of Mary would be overwhelmed with the bitterness of watching her son die in innocence.  The closest prophetic meaning is probably that these gifts represented significant wealth.  The next few years of Jesus’ young life would be spent in exile, as Herod came after Him and God sent them into exile in Egypt.  Money to live on would be much needed.  God provided for His son and His parents during these difficult years.  Satan’s plan to destroy the Messiah would come to nothing.
The account in Matthew and Luke, taken together, tells us much about how God moved in creation to provide salvation for sinful men.  Without the child born in Bethlehem, we would all die in despair.  We worship Him however, not as the Child, but as the Savior and soon-to-return King of glory.  He is worthy to be praised and worshipped!

