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The Call to Discipleship
I. Jesus Calls His Disciples (Luke 5:8-11, 27, 28; 6:12-16)

A. Jesus Calls Fishermen (5:8-11)

(Luk 5:8 KJV)  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.

(Luk 5:9 KJV)  For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken:

(Luk 5:10 KJV)  And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.
(Luk 5:11 KJV)  And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.

Every believer is called to discipleship.  Jesus was frank and clear in His words:
Luk 9:62  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 

The Church is composed of disciples.  There are those that consider themselves part of the Church, but are too busy pursuing their own agendas to be disciples.  Their assumed participation in the Body of Christ may exist only in their own minds.

Mat 7:21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

Luk 6:46  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 

This view sounds harsh in our current “seeker-friendly” church culture.  It however was the view Jesus had of His followers.
The Church would begin with a handful of committed men that would give all they had and were for the sake of Jesus and the Gospel message.  On the shores of the Sea of Galilee, Christ gathered to Himself the first of that select few.  It is clear from a close look at the calling of Peter, James, and John that these men had very likely already heard Jesus speak and had begun some level of association with Him.  At this point Jesus required of them more than favorable opinion.  They were asked to begin divesting themselves of their past lives and find new ones in pursuing the Truth.  When we are saved, we are presented with the same choice.  Will we commit and grow as seed on good ground, or will we start well and finish badly or not at all?

B. Jesus Calls a Tax Collector (5:27-28)

(Luk 5:27 KJV)  And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, Follow me.
(Luk 5:28 KJV)  And he left all, rose up, and followed him.

The Savior looks for disciples from all occupations, all ages, all cultures, and all life situations.  A tax collector would appear to be the most unlikely candidate to go into a hostile world and preach Jesus, spending himself and all he had for the Gospel.  That is indeed the story of Levi (Matthew).  No one is barred from the pursuit of Christ unless he or she bars themselves.
C. Jesus Chooses Twelve Apostles (6:12-16)

This is Luke’s list of the apostles.  

(Luk 6:12 KJV)  And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.

(Luk 6:13 KJV)  And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;

(Luk 6:14 KJV)  Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew,

(Luk 6:15 KJV)  Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes,

(Luk 6:16 KJV)  And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor.

Matthew’s list:

(Mat 10:1 KJV)  And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.

(Mat 10:2 KJV)  Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;

(Mat 10:3 KJV)  Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus;

(Mat 10:4 KJV)  Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.

Mark’s list:

(Mar 3:14 KJV)  And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,

(Mar 3:15 KJV)  And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils:

(Mar 3:16 KJV)  And Simon he surnamed Peter;

(Mar 3:17 KJV)  And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder:

(Mar 3:18 KJV)  And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite,

(Mar 3:19 KJV)  And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they went into an house.

John calls Bartholomew by the name Nathaniel.  Judas the brother of James is called Thaddaeus by Matthew and Mark
II. Requirements Of Discipleship (Luke 9:23-27, 57-62)

A. Self-Denial Is Required (vv. 23-27)

(Luk 9:23 KJV)  And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
(Luk 9:24 KJV)  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.
(Luk 9:25 KJV)  For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away?
(Luk 9:26 KJV)  For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.
(Luk 9:27 KJV)  But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.
Discipleship is always about the will of the Teacher, not the disciple.  Jesus is literally the Source of our life and destiny.  If we want to be His disciples we must cling to Him and to His purpose in us as if we would perish without Him, because the truth is that we will certainly perish without Him.  His life is our life.
B. Enduring Hardship Is Required (vv. 57, 58)

(Luk 9:57 KJV)  And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.

(Luk 9:58 KJV)  And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.
Jesus taught on other occasions the importance of counting the cost.  The man that sought to follow Him in this instance must have acted without that consideration, for Jesus hit him with the unpleasant reality very quickly.  Was He trying to discourage him?  No, He was testing his fortitude and commitment.  Discipleship is not fun, but it is life-giving.  We must be willing to endure the unpleasant and painful, because Satan, the fallen world we live in, and our own sin nature will constantly offer us the easier, more pleasurable paths while lying to us about their ultimate end.
C. Right Priorities Are Required (vv. 59-62)

(Luk 9:59 KJV)  And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.

(Luk 9:60 KJV)  Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.
(Luk 9:61 KJV)  And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.

(Luk 9:62 KJV)  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.
The exchange sounds cruel.  All the men asked for was a chance to say goodbye to their loved ones.  Jesus used the subject to confront them with their lack of resolve and passion for Him.  Discipleship to Christ is the highest calling any of us will ever encounter in human life.  There are no higher priorities than following the call of God.  
III. Cost Of Discipleship (Luke 14:25-33)

A. Love Christ Above All Others (vv. 25, 26)

(Luk 14:25 KJV)  And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them,

(Luk 14:26 KJV)  If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.
Discipleship without passionate love for God has another name: failure.  We will never make it on grit and grind alone.  God made us to love something, and it is the target of our consuming passion toward which we will be drawn.  Conflicting loyalties can cause us to fall as did Judas Iscariot.
B. Count the Cost (vv. 27-32)
(Luk 14:27 KJV)  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.
(Luk 14:28 KJV)  For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?
(Luk 14:29 KJV)  Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,
(Luk 14:30 KJV)  Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.
(Luk 14:31 KJV)  Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?
(Luk 14:32 KJV)  Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.
Discipleship cannot be blind.  God wants us to know what we are agreeing to when we covenant with Him.  Commitment with open eyes is the best start to the life of the disciple.  In other words, the choice to follow Jesus cannot be an impulsive brainless act, or for that matter based solely on fear of hell or the consequences of sin.  God wants people that are intent on running to Him more than they are running from something else. 
C. Forsake All for Christ (vv. 33)

(Luk 14:33 KJV)  So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.
If we do as Jesus asks we will find life in Him without measure.  Clinging to anything less than Him is to betray Him and forsake the discipleship walk.  There is nothing worth holding on to in this life, compared to the high calling to be a disciple of Jesus.
