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The Glory of Christ’s Kingdom
I. Nature Of The King (Isaiah 11: 1-5)

A. The King’s Coming Foretold (v. 1)

(Isa 11:1)  And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

Isaiah is one of the most read and most memorable of the Old Testament prophets.  He wrote and spoke prophecies that spanned the entire breadth of Israel’s future, prophecies that open windows for us into the plan of God for all of mankind.  The credibility of this prophet can be demonstrated by reviewing his words in context with history.  He wrote of the captivities and restoration of the Jews, as well as the life and death of Jesus and the yet future culmination of God’s plan for the ages.  The passages we are reviewing today specifically address the kingdom of Christ the Lord of lords and King of kings.  Isaiah identifies Christ as the descendant of David.  The New Testament genealogies in Matthew and Luke bear out the accuracy of this prophecy.  The picture Isaiah paints in these few words are of new life springing from apparently dead foundations.  Such was the plight of Israel when Jesus was born.
B. The King’s Spiritual Endowments (vv. 2, 3)

(Isa 11:2)  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;

(Isa 11:3)  And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

The prophet, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, accurately gauges the character and behavior of Jesus in His earthly ministry.  The teachers and scholars of the Law were astounded at His understanding even as a 12-year-old boy.  His teaching on the principles of His kingdom invariably dug deeper than the tangible surface to expose motivations and intents of the heart of men.  He confronted sin at its root and not merely its appearance.
C. The King’s Righteous Rulership (vv. 4, 5)
(Isa 11:4)  But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

(Isa 11:5)  And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

Isaiah expressed the profound prophecies God gave him as a continuum, not partitioned into discrete time periods.  This is true of most of the Old Testament prophets, for they wrote and spoke with the eye of God on creation and time.  God sees every time period at once with equal clarity and equal ability to reach in and intervene in physical reality.  As a result, much of Isaiah’s writings are both multilayered in application and fulfillment as well as often condensing centuries and millennia into a paragraph of concise expression.  Isaiah, just after describing the manner and nature of Jesus the Teacher, immediately describes His role as Judge and Despot over the world of men, to be fulfilled in our future.  In this passage we hear the echoes of Revelation as John described the King coming back to earth to establish His Reign for a thousand years.
II. Nature Of The Kingdom (Isaiah 11:6-10; 35:1, 2)

A. Peaceful Kingdom (Isaiah 11:6-9)

(Isa 11:6)  The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.

(Isa 11:7)  And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

(Isa 11:8)  And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den.

(Isa 11:9)  They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

Isaiah is caught up in the glory of this vision.  He describes a world where the “normal” rules of biology no longer apply, where the endless “circle of life” the Disney movie “The Lion King” promotes is shown to be a nightmare thankfully passed.  What is “normal” anyway?  Just because mankind and all of visible creation lives in the toxic milieu of sin and rebellion against the laws of God and has done so for multiple millennia, we assume the pattern we see is normal, but when we are privileged to experience a world operating according to the perfect plan God originally set in place, we will then understand just how far off balance creation became when sin entered the picture.  Paul expressed this idea when he wrote in Romans chapter 8 that we and creation groan together, waiting for our redemption.  Isaiah is giving us a glimpse of the result of total redemption in Christ Jesus.
B. Restful Kingdom (v. 10)

(Isa 11:10)  And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

When sin has been put away, rest will come to a degree man has not seen since Eden.  We can rest from labor that gives back a mere fraction of the effort expended.  We can rest from conflict with neighbor and community, basking in love and compassion without limit.  We can rest from fear of failure, fear of attack, fear of humiliation, and fear of destruction before God and our fellow men.  We can rest in trust of our Banner, Jesus the Savior, knowing without doubt He is for us.  What could be accomplished by even one life lived in constant trust and always free from fear!  Under the watchful eye of the King, in that day all humanity will live that way.
C. Life-Nurturing Kingdom (Isaiah 35:1, 2)

(Isa 35:1)  The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

(Isa 35:2)  It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God.

From different sources I have read that since Israel returned to their homeland, centuries of extraordinary drought has ended and 
rain has returned to Palestine.  Crops and orchards are growing there now that could not have grown in the time before the Jews returned.  This may be a partial fulfillment of Isaiah’s words, but the full validation will come when the King is ruling His people.  God is the Source of life both physical and spiritual.  In the millennial reign of Jesus, deserts will disappear under greenery, and life and growth will be the order of the day.  If only our world would realize the demonic origins of the prevailing obsessions with death and violence.  That enlightenment only comes through the blood of Jesus however.
III. Joy Of The Kingdom (Isaiah 35:3-10)
A. The Weak Are Made Strong (vv. 3, 4)

(Isa 35:3)  Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.

(Isa 35:4)  Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.

Aggression against the weak and vulnerable will be in the past.  Encouragement and support for the needy will be the sole option for nations and communities.  Jesus will be the Champion of the oppressed, and oppression will cease to exist.  We are supposed to be living the life of Christ’s kingdom here and now, in spite of our immersion in this twisted world.  That means we are to be even now practicing and acting His principles.  Do we defend the oppressed as He would and will?
B. The Blind See (vv. 5-7)

(Isa 35:5)  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

(Isa 35:6)  Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.

(Isa 35:7)  And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.

Jesus on earth lived the principles and power of His kingdom.  In His touch there was healing and restoration.  His healing and the miracles He does through His church today are previews of the massive healing of humanity that will occur in the millennium.  Disease and infirmity are manifestations of sin with its wages of death.  When sin no longer rules, disease must also go.
The desert places will become water-filled places of life, and the fearful places where death seemed to rule will lose their terror and be sources of life.  All these transformations of the landscape and climate will not come about because men learn to combat “global warming,” but because the life-giving presence of the Son of God will permeate His kingdom.

C. Holiness, Redemption, and Joy (vv. 8-10)

(Isa 35:8)  And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.

(Isa 35:9)  No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:

(Isa 35:10)  And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Under the rule of the King, holiness will be the prevailing standard of the world.  We know that John elaborates on the New Jerusalem, the habitation of the saints, but during the millennium all men will be expected to walk in the principles of the Kingdom of Christ.  His expectations will be made clear to all of mankind, and because Satan is bound for that time, men will be able to choose Jesus without opposition.  As people live obediently to Him, the astounding blessings of His kingdom will be theirs.  Although the earth will still be inhabited by men born with the sin nature, any expression of that nature will be dealt with severely.  The Old Testament prophets say that Jesus will rule with a “rod of iron.”  Rebellion will be given short shrift.
This is our hope and destiny as the saints of God.  The future Isaiah saw is a certainty.  The only uncertainty is whether in this life we will choose to live for Christ and be counted among the saints in that day.  Today is the day of choice.
