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The Holy Spirit And Jesus
I. Jesus Was Spirit-Empowered (Luke 3:21, 22; 4:1, 13-21; John 3:27, 28, 34, 35)

A. The Spirit at Jesus’ Baptism (Luke 3:21, 22)

(Luk 3:21 KJV)  Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened,

(Luk 3:22 KJV)  And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.

As the Old Testament prophets, priests, and kings had public anointings and ordinations for service, so Jesus was publicly presented and anointed by The Father Himself at His baptism.  The Spirit was with Jesus before this event, but the people who would hear needed to see God’s approval and validation of His Son.  Did Jesus need the Spirit to fulfill His mission?  Yes, not because like us He was powerless to do exploits for God without the Spirit’s power, but because as He wanted us to do, He operated in submission to the moving of the Spirit in His human existence.
B. Empowered for Ministry (Luke 4:1, 13-21)

(Luk 4:1 KJV)  And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,

(Luk 4:13 KJV)  And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.

(Luk 4:14 KJV)  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.

(Luk 4:15 KJV)  And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

(Luk 4:16 KJV)  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

(Luk 4:17 KJV)  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

(Luk 4:18 KJV)  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
(Luk 4:19 KJV)  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
(Luk 4:20 KJV)  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

(Luk 4:21 KJV)  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.
As Jesus said of His relationship with the Father, whatever He said was what the Father told Him to say.  Similarly, He acted in servanthood to the direction of the Spirit.  He went into the wilderness for days of testing, at the behest of the Spirit, and His human body was sustained and strengthened by the same Spirit.  Jesus confirmed His understanding of His mission plan as He applied the prophecy in Isaiah to Himself.  Jesus was the Suffering Servant of Isaiah.  A servant acts in obedience to directives.  The motivation of Jesus’ ministry was the unction of the Spirit.  He is our example.  If He willingly submitted His daily life to the plan of God administered through the Spirit, how much more should we do the same?
C. Empowered Without Measure (John 3:27, 28, 34, 35)

(Joh 3:27 KJV)  John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.

(Joh 3:28 KJV)  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him.

(Joh 3:34 KJV)  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.
(Joh 3:35 KJV)  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.

Jesus was enveloped and immersed in the power and presence of the Spirit.  John understood that he was filled with the Spirit and enabled thereby to minister in his calling, but he realized and expressed his comprehension that Jesus was empowered for greater things than John.  God will enable us for whatever He calls us to do, but we will never approach the enabling that Jesus walked in, for He was on a mission to save humanity from our sin.  Is there really a limit to what God will do in you in your earthly life?  Of course, but the sad fact is that for most believers, we limit ourselves by our disobedience and doubt to live far beneath the capacity God has graced us to achieve.  Our success as Christians is not measured by what we see God doing in some one else’s life, but by our willingness to let Him stretch us to the limit He has ordained for us.
II. Jesus Taught About The Spirit (John 14:26; 15:26, 27; Acts 1:8; Luke 12:11, 12; John 16:12-14)

A. The Spirit Is the Comforter (John 14:26; 15:26, 27)

(Joh 14:26 KJV)  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
(Joh 15:26 KJV)  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:
(Joh 15:27 KJV)  And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.
As the lesson commentary states, the things Jesus said about anything are the things that define our understanding of that topic.  We will only understand the role of the Spirit in us by beginning with what Jesus said of the Spirit.  He told His disciples the Spirit would arrive in the authority of the Father and the Son, that He would be the Comforter, that He would teach them all they needed and help them remember the words of the Son, and He would motivate their witness.  In these passages, we find the key elements of the Spirit’s work in us today.
B. The Spirit Empowers Believers (Acts 1:8; Luke 12:11, 12)

(Act 1:8 KJV)  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
(Luk 12:11 KJV)  And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say:
(Luk 12:12 KJV)  For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.
The Spirit, according to scripture, motivated and guided obedient saints to express the revealed words of God in written form for all those that would follow.  We may not be writing new scripture for posterity, but the same Spirit can use our voice to express the Gospel to unbelievers and execute the deliverance of souls as we step out and step up to witness of God’s reality.  Everything the believer does in the name of Jesus must necessarily be enabled by the power of the Spirit, or it will be a futile waste of time.  He will faithfully do His part.  Our sole obligation is to go and speak obediently.

C. The Spirit Guides and Teaches (John 16:12-14)

(Joh 16:12 KJV)  I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
(Joh 16:13 KJV)  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
(Joh 16:14 KJV)  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.
A wise teacher will forbear dumping so much information so fast that the student cannot digest the offering.  God is the wisest Teacher.  Jesus’ mission was done and it was time for Him to go.  The Spirit would arrive to continue the teaching process, shepherding the disciples in truth, as they were able to absorb and act on it.  Learning of Christ is a lifetime vocation.  The Spirit is our Preceptor to educate and enlighten us as we listen with open hearts.
III. Jesus Promised The Spirit (John 14:15-17; Luke 24:49-51; Acts 1:4, 5; 11:15, 16)

A. Jesus’ Intercession and the Spirit (John 14:15-17)
(Joh 14:15 KJV)  If ye love me, keep my commandments.
(Joh 14:16 KJV)  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
(Joh 14:17 KJV)  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
The time of Jesus’ final departure would be difficult for the disciples, who had learned finally that their very lives hung on the will and words of the Master.  The Spirit did not replace Jesus; He simply continued the supernatural ministrations of Jesus in the hearts of His followers.  What Jesus had begun in three years of mentoring, the Spirit would expand and complete.
B. Waiting for the Spirit’s Coming (Luke 24:49-51)

(Luk 24:49 KJV)  And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.
(Luk 24:50 KJV)  And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.

(Luk 24:51 KJV)  And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

How important was it that the disciples wait for the coming of the Spirit before continuing with the evangelizing of the world?  Jesus emphasized this one step as His last instructions before He ascended into heaven.  Waiting for the indwelling of the Spirit took priority over feeding the hungry, healing the sick, and even preaching repentance and salvation to sinful men. Nothing was more important, for all the subsequent acts of ministry would be validated and empowered only if the Spirit led and administered the doing of those acts.
C. Baptism in the Spirit (Acts 1:4, 5; 11:15, 16)

(Act 1:4 KJV)  And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.
(Act 1:5 KJV)  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.
(Act 11:15 KJV)  And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.

(Act 11:16 KJV)  Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.
Jesus’ last instructions on waiting for the Spirit are repeated by Luke as part of the introduction to The Acts of the Apostles.  The promise was fulfilled on those 120 that obeyed ten days later.  The understanding of the apostles concerning the will of God for the church was far from perfect, and years passed during which the Spirit taught them the breadth of His grace to man.  Peter was privileged to be on the ground floor of the opening of the church to Gentile believers.  He saw the Spirit fulfill the promise of Christ in the lives of “outcasts,” and he could now tell the other Jewish Christians that God had verified that Gentiles were to be fellow believers in the kingdom of Christ.  There were several instances in Acts of subsequent Spirit baptisms long after Pentecost.  The infilling of the Spirit was never meant to be an historic one-time event, but a daily occurrence for new believers wherever and whenever they might be.  As Jesus walked in the power of the Spirit, so are we to walk.
