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The Holy Spirit and Ethics
I. Spirit-Transformed Life (John 16:8; Titus 3:3-8; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

A. The Holy Spirit Is Reprover (John 16:8)

(Joh 16:8 KJV)  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:
When Jesus came to live on earth, He reproved the status quo, the way things were.  He lived a sinless life, rebuking the stranglehold of trespass on the souls of men; He confronted the shabby self-righteousness of the religious by demonstrating and proclaiming authentic righteousness before the Father; He submitted to the judgment of the Cross so we would not have to, and taught the value of self-judgment and mercy toward others.  The Holy Spirit would come as very God of very God, not replacing Christ, but continuing His mission by permeating the hearts of believers.  The Spirit continues to do the same things Jesus did before He left.  If we let Him work, He will broadcast from our lives the same reproofs Jesus demonstrated.  People will see grace and cleansing, true righteousness, and forgiveness and mercy flowing from our lives as they saw from the Son.
B. Before and After Regeneration (Titus 3:3-8)

(Tit 3:3 KJV)  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

(Tit 3:4 KJV)  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

(Tit 3:5 KJV)  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

(Tit 3:6 KJV)  Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

(Tit 3:7 KJV)  That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

(Tit 3:8 KJV)  This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.

Verse 33 gives a succinct depiction of unethical living.  Humans are not inherently ethical.  The personal agendas that drive us give little quarter to putting others first or respecting boundaries on behavior.  Before the blood is applied, all are more or less illustrations of this verse.  Redemption, purchased by the most ethical death in history, changed us into potentially ethical beings with real capacity to choose right over wrong.
C. Reverence the Indwelling Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

(1Co 6:19 KJV)  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

(1Co 6:20 KJV)  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

The Corinthians were prideful in their vaunted spirituality, but forgetful of their place.  They were not to be the ones making decisions of how they should live.  The were owned by Another Who had already made those choices for them and expected them to comply.  The sin nature  that has been vanquished by the blood is continually trying to re-capture ownership.  Ethical living is only truly possible when we relinquish all claims to self-governance and surrender the piloting of our lives to the Spirit.

II. Spirit-Controlled Living (Romans 8:1-9, 12-14)

A. The Law of the Spirit (vv. 1-5)

(Rom 8:1 KJV)  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

(Rom 8:2 KJV)  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

(Rom 8:3 KJV)  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

(Rom 8:4 KJV)  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

(Rom 8:5 KJV)  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

The Law of Moses was an external regime that tried to shoe-horn ethical attitudes and actions into the lives of the covenant people of Jehovah.  That effort was largely a spectacular failure, for the sinful hearts of the Israelites were as stubborn as is ours.  This failure did not signify failure of the plan of God.  The very inadequacies of the Law filled a critical need of humankind.  Paul told us that the Law was a schoolteacher to bring us to Christ.  It quite loudly proclaimed to the covenant nation that they needed inner transformation before outer reform could authentically occur.  The sacrifice of Jesus met the need for change from the inside out and enabled believers to satisfy the high demands of the old Law.
B. Spirituality Versus Carnality (vv. 6-9)

(Rom 8:6 KJV)  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

(Rom 8:7 KJV)  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

(Rom 8:8 KJV)  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

(Rom 8:9 KJV)  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

Jesus said He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  What Way?  He is the Way of thinking good instead of evil, the Way of reacting to circumstances in faith and not despair, the Way of speaking life and truth instead of death and deception, the Way of loving others more than we love ourselves, the Way of choosing obedience instead of rebellion.  What Truth?  He is the Truth of physical and spiritual reality, the Truth of God’s nature, the Truth of hope and promises for our future, the Truth of who we are without Him and who we can be with Him, the Truth of our destiny in Him.  What Life?  He is the Life we could not have without Him, the Life that begins at salvation and lasts for eternity, the Life that makes us one with Him as He transforms us into His image, the Life that conquers death and renders it powerless over us.
If we choose to walk in our way and follow our truth, rejecting His Way and His Truth, we also choose death and reject His life.  We cannot partially be in Christ.  We are either all of His or none of His.

C. Our Ethical Obligation (vv. 12-14)

(Rom 8:12 KJV)  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

(Rom 8:13 KJV)  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

(Rom 8:14 KJV)  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

A covenant presents privileges and obligations to all involved parties.  Our relationship with Jesus is founded on the New Covenant.  Under this covenant we owe Him everything we are.  Our choices must conform to His will for us or they violate the covenant.  Again, given that we are inherently sinful beings, the sole path to keeping our covenant with Christ is to live by the leading of the Spirit of Christ.  It is simply not possible otherwise.
III. Fruit Of The Spirit (Galatians 5:16-25)

A. The Spirit Versus the Flesh (vv. 16-18)

(Gal 5:16 KJV)  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

(Gal 5:17 KJV)  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

(Gal 5:18 KJV)  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

The urgent passions of the carnal life will always conflict with the passionate desire of the Spirit to make us like Jesus.  The law was given as an external set of boundaries to rein in the lusts of the carnal nature.  If we surrender our will to the Spirit, the external law is no longer needed as we will follow an inner law higher and better than the old law.
B. Works of the  Flesh (vv. 19-21)

(Gal 5:19 KJV)  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

(Gal 5:20 KJV)  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

(Gal 5:21 KJV)  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

These recent lessons are about living ethically as believers.  The passage here is yet another concise illustration of those behaviors and choices that are the polar opposites of ethical behavior.  These are the things we do when we live by our sin nature.  There will be no ethically challenged people in heaven.  These behavioral choices are symptoms of the bondage of the sin nature.  Unless the nature is cleansed and the sin forgiven, hell will be the only eternal habitation.
C. Virtues Produced by the Spirit (vv.22-25)

(Gal 5:22 KJV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith,

(Gal 5:23 KJV)  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

(Gal 5:24 KJV)  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

(Gal 5:25 KJV)  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Paul then contrasts the death-dealing works of the flesh with the life-giving fruit of the Spirit.  The juxtaposition is intriguing.  We earn our death if we practice the works of the flesh, but we grow into life as the Spirit produces His fruit in us.
Ethical believers are Spirit-led, bottom line.  Without the life of the Spirit in us we are consigned to death and destruction.

