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The Last Words Of David
I. David Continually Praised God (2 Samuel 22:1-7, 17-20)

A. The Occasion of This Song (v. 1)

(2 Samuel 22:1)  And David spake unto the LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD had delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul:

David was a shepherd and poet who was chosen of God to be a king and warrior over God’s people.  We have the Psalms, which were largely written by David.  The song of worship recorded here is the same as Psalm 18.  David’s life and rise to the throne of Israel was fraught with risk and danger.  God did not allow him to walk an easy path to the place He had foreordained for David.  Nevertheless, David knew his God ordered every step he took on that path.  David was moved to express his praise and worship at the point where he realized God had finished carrying him to victory and had protected him through the journey.  There are just some times that we need to stop a moment and look back at the awesome hand of God in our lives, and we need to take the time to remember and praise the One that did everything for us. 
B. God Is Worthy of Praise (vv. 2-4)

(2 Samuel 22:2)  And he said, The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer;

(2 Samuel 22:3)  The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from violence.

(2 Samuel 22:4)  I will call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

We know God only by revelation.  He reveals Himself to us through the written Word we hold in our hands and through the daily interventions and acts of grace He grants us.  David, in the midst of battle after battle, saw God interdict the schemes and gambits of the enemy and give victory when defeat seemed certain.  David therefore could attest to the protective and provisional nature of Jehovah.  David realized that he was rescued as he praised his God.  Victory was never up to him, but always depended on the act of God in his circumstances.
C. God Hears and Delivers (vv. 5-7, 17-20)

(2 Samuel 22:5)  When the waves of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men made me afraid;

(2 Samuel 22:6)  The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the snares of death prevented me;

(2 Samuel 22:7)  In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears.

(2 Samuel 22:17)  He sent from above, he took me; he drew me out of many waters;

(2 Samuel 22:18)  He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them that hated me: for they were too strong for me.

(2 Samuel 22:19)  They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the LORD was my stay.

(2 Samuel 22:20)  He brought me forth also into a large place: he delivered me, because he delighted in me.

David knew what it felt like to be trapped in a hopeless position, from which there seemed no escape.  He had experienced despair and fear that threatened to overwhelm him.  He also had experienced the deliverance and rest of rescue by the direct intervention of Jehovah.  He had seen the enemy fall on the verge of his own destruction, intensely aware that it was not his strength of arms that had secured his life.  We are never adequate to face the enemies of our physical life or of our souls, alone.  The sooner we realize this and refuse to fight outside the perfect plan of God, the sooner we will see victories we may have given up as impossible.
II. David Had Confidence In God (2 Samuel 22:29-37, 50, 51)

A. Who God Is (vv. 29-33)

(2 Samuel 22:29)  For thou art my lamp, O LORD: and the LORD will lighten my darkness.

(2 Samuel 22:30)  For by thee I have run through a troop: by my God have I leaped over a wall.

(2 Samuel 22:31)  As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him.

(2 Samuel 22:32)  For who is God, save the LORD? and who is a rock, save our God?

(2 Samuel 22:33)  God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way perfect.

Like we do when we walk in humility and obedience to Christ, David found light, strength, safety, and righteousness in God and only in God.  David did things in his life that awed those watching, but each extraordinary act was a gracious gift from Jehovah.  David messed up big time, but his bent was to walk after God, so God was able to chastise him and then embrace him again in His purpose.
B. What God Does (vv. 34-37)

(2 Samuel 22:34)  He maketh my feet like hinds' feet: and setteth me upon my high places.

(2 Samuel 22:35)  He teacheth my hands to war; so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms.

(2 Samuel 22:36)  Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy gentleness hath made me great.

(2 Samuel 22:37)  Thou hast enlarged my steps under me; so that my feet did not slip.

David could walk the high places of life, reaching humanly unattainable goals, through the power and might of God in his life.  For David, the proof of God’s existence and love for him permeated his existence.  God is that close to all of us, but we often block the blessings because we refuse to acknowledge Him in daily living situations.  Seeing God protect and guide us through critical times can sharpen our awareness of Him if we let it.  David clung to that awareness.
C. God Is Thanked and Praised (vv. 50, 51)

(2 Samuel 22:50)  Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and I will sing praises unto thy name.

(2 Samuel 22:51)  He is the tower of salvation for his king: and sheweth mercy to his anointed, unto David, and to his seed for evermore.

The natural response of David as he reviewed the work of Jehovah in his past was to proclaim praise to God.  David was never ashamed of the relationship he had with God.  We know that at one point, he put aside that relationship to go his own way, and we know the devastation that followed.  David’s fall is a cautionary lesson for us.  David mentions the unconditional covenant God had given him here, but even such a covenant did not prevent terrible damage to David’s life, his family, and the nation.  Let us not forget our relationship with Christ and invite such consequences.
III. David Was Inspired By God (2 Samuel 23:1-5)

A. God Made David a Prophet (vv. 1, 2)

(2 Samuel 23:1)  Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said,

(2 Samuel 23:2)  The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.

There is no doubt that David operated in the office and ministry of the prophet.  Some of the most extraordinary prophecies of Jesus are contained in psalms penned by David.  David was gifted with the ability to poetically express his feelings, but it was the presence of the Holy Spirit resting on him that made his poems convey prophetic power.  David wrote as he listened to God in his spirit.
B. David Prophesied About the Messiah (vv. 3-4)

(2 Samuel 23:3)  The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.

(2 Samuel 23:4)  And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.

David, as one of the last expressions recorded from his life, heard from God about a coming Ruler that would be a greater King than David was.  As happened with most prophecies in the Old Testament, David was not shown everything that would happen.  He did not see the deep darkness of sin and the turbulent future of his people, but he was privileged to glimpse the Light that would dispel the darkness.
C. God’s Everlasting Covenant With David (v. 5)

(2 Samuel 23:5)  Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to grow.

David knew God was not talking about him, for he would never forget his failures and the unrest that plagued his children.  He was sure however, that he could trust God to fulfill the covenant promises He had made.  How good is it that the faithfulness of God never varies according to our failings and unsteady lives?  He keeps His word without regard to our behavior or our constancy.
David was the greatest king of Israel, but not because of anything he did or was.  We can be great in influence and in the kingdom of God, but it again will not be because we are anything in ourselves.  Casting all we are into the warp and woof of God’s weaving is the sole path to true greatness.

