

I. The Day of the Lord (Zechariah 14:1-8)

A. What Is the Day of the Lord? (vv. 1-3)

(Zec 14:1)  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.

(Zec 14:2)  For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.

(Zec 14:3)  Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.

The Day of the Lord is a term used in the Old Testament to designate the culmination of judgment against the enemies of God and/or Israel.  It is never depicted as conditional, but as an inevitable event.  In other words, this day of reckoning will come, no matter what men think of the prophecies or the people that believe them.  The Day of the Lord is an element contained within the sovereign will of God for His creation.  Various books of both the Old and New Testaments give us glimpses of the events that will occur.  Correlating these prophecies can expand our grasp of the final sequence of judgment on sin, but we will all be surprised by just how the prophecies will apply to the real-life events.  One thing is certain.  Israel is the focal point, and all the coming events will hinge upon the activity in this tiny patch of planet Earth.  We are already seeing this focus, with will only intensify in coming days and weeks.
Zechariah is describing a view of the same regional conflict seen by Ezekiel and John.  The world in general will come to the Middle East to decimate the Jews and fulfill Satan’s dream of destroying the covenant people of God.  Their efforts will at first seem overwhelmingly successful, until God literally steps in the picture.

B. Messiah’s Second Coming (vv. 4-7)

(Zec 14:4)  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.

(Zec 14:5)  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.

(Zec 14:6)  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:

(Zec 14:7)  But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.

The Second Coming of Christ is usually understood to be in two parts, at by those that believe in the Rapture of the Church.  The verses here describe the second part.  Jesus will physically place His feet on the Mount of Olives, the last place He stood at the Ascension.  This will initiate a literal and massive upheaval in the geography of the landscape, producing a valley through which water will flow.  The very light and day cycle will be interrupted.
C. Life-Giving Waters (v. 8)

(Zec 14:8)  And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be.

Ezekiel saw a river flowing from the center of Christ’s kingdom, in his vision of the millennial Temple.  That river will flow into the south and heal the region of the Dead Sea, which will become a place of abundant fish and vegetation.  He and Zechariah did not know each other.  Ezekiel was probably dead before Zechariah was born in Babylon.  Nonetheless, they both saw the same future changes in topography around Jerusalem.  Life will flow from a place that has been for centuries the focus and impetus for war and death.  The difference will be that Christ will be there as King of kings.
II. King Over the Earth (Zechariah 14:9-11)

A. Christ Will Reign (v. 9)

(Zec 14:9)  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.

We live in the day of choice.  God is a gentleman. He is forcing no one to believe in Him or serve Him in this day.  In that day however, the paradigm will shift.  Jesus is coming back, not as Servant, but as Righteous Despot.  No nation, no tribe, no ethnic group will be able to claim exemption from His rule, and scripture says He will rule with a rod of iron.  Bordellos and casinos will shut their doors.  Hollywood will make only morally clean films, or none at all, Sin as major economic activity will cease.
B. Jerusalem Will Be Exalted (v. 10)

(Zec 14:10)  All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses.

The land around and including Jerusalem will become a plateau, meaning possibly that the Kidron Valley will be more.  Everything will change.  John describes an earthquake like none ever seen before in the area.  God will remake the landscape to that which fits His plan.
C. Jerusalem Will Be Secure (v. 11)

(Zec 14:11)  And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.

This will be the last time Jerusalem is attacked and overrun by anyone.  The Jews and all believers will have a safe refuge and dwelling there.  The region has seen little peace, but when the Prince of Peace reigns, only peace will be allowed.
III. Nations Worship the King (Zechariah 14:16-21)

A. Those Who Worship the King (v. 16)
(Zec 14:16)  And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.

The nations and armies that will be participants in the attack on Jerusalem and at Armageddon will be annihilated.  Justice will be served hot and fresh.  There is a winning side and a losing side.  While at this point we really don’t know which side our own nation will choose, we have the ability to choose for ourselves which side we are on.  Choose God now and there will be no questions about winning in the final conflict.

The King will require all that are left of the peoples of the earth to come to Jerusalem to worship.  We don’t know how that will be accomplished, only that the One that will restore a ravaged dying planet to life can certainly arrange for obedient nations to follow His decree.  The whole planet will come every year for the entire 1000 year millennial Reign of Christ to worship Him.
B. No Worship, No Blessing (vv. 17-19)

(Zec 14:17)  And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain.

(Zec 14:18)  And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.

(Zec 14:19)  This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.

The Millennial Reign will not be a time in which death and pain will be abolished.  The obedient will receive the blessings of long life and prosperity in every part of their existence.  There will be some that will at least attempt rebellion.  For those nations or individuals, things won’t be so nice.  Lives will be cut short and, lands will suffer drought and disease, until obedience is restored.
C. All of Life Sanctified (vv. 20, 21)

(Zec 14:20)  In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the LORD'S house shall be like the bowls before the altar.

(Zec 14:21)  Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.
Public and private holiness will be the order of the day.  The very cooking tools will be inscribed with phrases of worship and adulation to God.  Companies that manufacture products and link them with scriptural references are few these days, and often the ones that do are vilified or treated with contempt.  In that day, praise and worship will be part of everyday activities and products.  People will live and work in an atmosphere of praise and acknowledgment of Christ as King.  The ACLU will not make much headway against believers in the Millennial Reign.  Life and prosperity will flow from the willing worship of Jesus as King.
