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The Risen Christ
(Easter Lesson)

I. Christ’s Burial (Matthew 27: 57-66)
A. Jesus, Dead and Buried (vv. 57-66)

The celebration of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus begins first with the belief that He was crucified and that He did indeed die.  Many have attempted to attack the faith by claiming that the accounts of His death were distorted or exaggerated, but trained physicians viewing the written record confirm the reality of His death, based upon the symptoms listed.
B. Buried by His Disciples (vv. 57-60)
(Mat 27:57)  When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple:

(Mat 27:58)  He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.

(Mat 27:59)  And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,

(Mat 27:60)  And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.

John tells us that both Joseph and Nicodemus participated in retrieving Jesus’ body, preparing it with spices for burial, wrapping it, and placing it in Joseph’s tomb.  These two had been secret disciples of Jesus during His earthly ministry.  Now was the time both of them had to choose whether or not to openly declare their allegiance to Christ.  They could no longer hide their faith after this public act of honor.  We may shrink at times from openly declaring ourselves in the face of obvious opposition, but the time will come for each of us to do so or fade into the night, ashamed to name the Name of Christ.  He requires that we stand with Him, if we are to have a relationship with Him.
C. The Tomb Sealed (vv. 61-66)

(Mat 27:61)  And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.

(Mat 27:62)  Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate,

(Mat 27:63)  Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again.

(Mat 27:64)  Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first.

(Mat 27:65)  Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can.

(Mat 27:66)  So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.

As the men buried Jesus, the faithful women were there to bear witness and mourn His passing.  They apparently took note of the traditional procedures that were not finished with the urgency of the burial, and they would return later to finish the ministrations.
The Jewish leaders were concerned about a publicity coup by the disciples.  Of course, since they refused to accept Jesus’ claims about Himself, they would never consider that His promise to rise was anything more than brazen fantasy.  The obvious solution in their mind to preventing further developments was to seal the body and isolate it from disturbance.  By establishing a credible obstacle to any deception, they actually destroyed any defense they would later seek in accusing the disciples of body-snatching.
II. Christ’s Resurrection (Matthew 28:1-10)

A. Christ is Alive! (vv. 1-6)

(Mat 28:1)  In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

(Mat 28:2)  And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.

(Mat 28:3)  His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:

(Mat 28:4)  And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.

(Mat 28:5)  And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.

(Mat 28:6)  He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

The angel did not have to release Jesus from His grave.  He was already gone at the time.  The angel was sent to expose the lies of Christ’s enemies, and deliver an important message to the women who were incredibly faithful and courageous in their love for the Master.  They were privileged to hear of the Resurrection firsthand from the supernatural messenger.  We also know the guards ran to tell the Jewish leaders the truth about the events, events the leaders were frantic to cover up.
B. Tell the Good News (vv. 7, 8)

(Mat 28:7)  And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.

(Mat 28:8)  And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.

The angel instructed them to tell the other disciples immediately, and even to forewarn them of His appearance to them.  The women hurried to obey, with emotions churning.  Emotions can get in the way of reason at times, but in those that are surrendered to Christ, emotions can strengthen and quicken obedience with passion.  Love is an emotion as well as a willing choice, and it is the fundamental incentive for everything we experience in following Jesus.
C. Christ Gives Peace (vv. 9, 10)

(Mat 28:9)  And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.

(Mat 28:10)  Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.

Matthew sort of hits the high spots in his narrative here.  Jesus met the women and greeted them, accepting their heartfelt worship.  In another Gospel, we read that He had already accosted Mary Magdalene, but would not allow her to touch Him, because He had not yet gone to His Father.  This event, and His trip into the presence of Jehovah, took place prior to the meeting described in this passage.
III. Christ’s Mandate (Matthew 28:16-20)

A. Worship the Living Christ (vv. 16, 17)

(Mat 28:16)  Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.

(Mat 28:17)  And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.

The disciples gathered in the place specifically stated by Jesus, obviously in words Matthew did not include here.  Although they were seeing Jesus face to face, some in the gathered assembly found it hard to accept the amazing events of the preceding days, even to doubting Who He was.
B. Obey the Great Commission (vv. 18-20)

(Mat 28:18)  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

(Mat 28:19)  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

(Mat 28:20)  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Jesus, as was shown in the accounts from the other Gospels, did not regard the doubt of His followers as roadblocks to their usefulness in the His Kingdom, or to His relationship to them.  He knew faith would rise again, because He would be faithful to nurture them Himself.  Everybody has doubts at some time.  God knows those He has chosen and He gives us space and grace to find our footing in troubled circumstances.  Jesus looked on these men and women and gave them the ultimate mission for eternity, and then He promised His presence with them on their journey.  This promise is ours also, for He is alive forevermore, and He does not change!
