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The Spirit In The Old Testament
I. Creating And Life-Giving (Genesis 1:1, 2, 26; 2:7; Job 33:4; Ezekiel 37:9-14)

A. Co-Creator With God (Genesis 1:1, 2)

(Gen 1:1 KJV)  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

(Gen 1:2 KJV)  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

We believe in a triune God.  That does not mean we believe in three Gods.  The Trinity is hard to explain, and harder to actually understand.  In simplest terms, the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Spirit is God, at once One in three Persons.  That says everything that can be said, while saying nothing we can comprehend.  What the Father has done in eternity and time, the Son and the Spirit have also done.  The Spirit of God was active in the creation of all things created.  The word “Elohim,” describing God in Genesis, is actually plural, lending support to the concept of co-creation.
B. Creator of Humans (Genesis 1:26; 2:7; Job 33:4)

(Gen 1:26 KJV)  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

(Gen 2:7 KJV)  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

(Job 33:4 KJV)  The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.

There was, is, and will always be flawless agreement between the Father, Son, and Spirit.  When God formed man and imparted to him the unique treasure of an eternal spirit, the Holy Spirit was forming and imparting.  Everything that sets us apart from the animal and plant organisms of this planet was put into Adam in that breath of the Spirit.
C. Giver of Spiritual Life (Ezekiel 37:9-14)

(Eze 37:9 KJV)  Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.

(Eze 37:10 KJV)  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.

(Eze 37:11 KJV)  Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.

(Eze 37:12 KJV)  Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.

(Eze 37:13 KJV)  And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves,

(Eze 37:14 KJV)  And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD.

Sinning humanity lives a walking death.  Sin cuts us off from the life-giving Spirit of God, and we are dead in every way that really matters until sin is atoned for and we are pardoned in the blood of Jesus.  Redemption is resurrection for our spiritual life.  The agent of redemption is the Spirit of God, Who calls us to Christ and applies His blood to our souls.  This prophecy applied not only to the national hopes of Israel for restoration, but also to the spiritual death the people lived in.
II. Striving With Sinners (Genesis 6:3; Psalm 51:10-12; Isaiah 63:10; Acts 7:51)

A. Convicting Pre-Flood Sinners (Genesis 6:3)

(Gen 6:3 KJV)  And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.

Noah, the “preacher of righteousness,” warned the world of the coming judgment.  The Spirit of God gave power and validity to his words, and no one in that day could claim to be ignorant of God’s plan to deal with sin.  There was a window of opportunity for repentance which was ignored by all but Noah’s family.  When the Spirit speaks, He speaks truth, whether men will listen or not.
B. Leading to Repentance (Psalm 51:10-12)

(Psa 51:10 KJV)  Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

(Psa 51:11 KJV)  Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

(Psa 51:12 KJV)  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

David knew it was the connection to God’s Spirit that brought life to his spirit.  David had sinned terribly, and he realized the Spirit was holy and could not tolerate the sin of his soul.  These verses are cries of desperation from a man bereaved with the loss of his fellowship with God.  True repentance can only come when we are broken in our loss and desolation, feeling our need for the cleansing and life of the Spirit to fill us anew.
C. Resisting the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 63:10; Acts 7:51)

(Isa 63:10 KJV)  But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.

(Act 7:51 KJV)  Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

The Old Testament is a long litany of rebellion against God and His rule over men.  Every instance of such rebellion can be understood to be resisting the Spirit, but these two verses emphatically make the point.  No on can claim to know and obey God if they are simultaneously fighting the move of the Spirit in their life.  To resist the Spirit is to resist God.
III. Enabling For Service (Genesis 41:38, 39; Exodus 31:1-6; Numbers 11:16, 17, 25; 1 Samuel 16:13; Ezekiel 11:5; 2 Peter 1:20, 21)
A. Enabled With Wisdom and Skill (Genesis 41:38, 39; Exodus 31:1-6)

(Gen 41:38 KJV)  And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?
(Gen 41:39 KJV)  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art:
(Exo 31:1 KJV)  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

(Exo 31:2 KJV)  See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah:

(Exo 31:3 KJV)  And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship,

(Exo 31:4 KJV)  To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass,

(Exo 31:5 KJV)  And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship.

(Exo 31:6 KJV)  And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee;

Under the spiritual economy of the Old Testament, God selectively anointed people with the indwelling Spirit to give those abilities or resources they would not otherwise have, for specific tasks or missions He called them to fulfill.  Joseph could not have led the salvation of the Middle East in time of drought, without the special wisdom imparted by the Spirit of God.  The craftsmen responsible for translating the command of Jehovah concerning the Tabernacle design, could not have produced the impeccable work God required without the supernatural enabling of the Spirit.  We are privileged in this New Testament age to live under the same anointing as a church.  We should be generally exhibiting the same astounding gifts that made the Old Testament anointees so accomplished.  If we are not, we are living beneath our privilege as Spirit-filled believers.
B. Empowered for Counsel and Leadership (Numbers 11:16, 17, 25; 1 Samuel 16:13)

(Num 11:16 KJV)  And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with thee.

(Num 11:17 KJV)  And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.

(Num 11:25 KJV)  And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease.

(1Sa 16:13 KJV)  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.

Wisdom and leadership abilities were the hallmark of those chosen and anointed by the Spirit of God in the Old Testament.  Moses needed help with the task God had called him to accomplish.  God literally spread Himself to the Israelite elders, delegating them as helpers to Moses.  The Spirit expressed Himself as soon as He touched them.  The Spirit will always express Himself in us if we will allow Him.  He is here to work the supernatural through our obedient flesh.
Very often, the anointing of the Spirit in the Old Testament was initiated and symbolized by the physical anointing with oil.  Oil, the fuel for lighting in those days, was and is a symbol of the Spirit.  The permeation of our lives by the Spirit will bring the light of God into everything we do and say.

C. Inspired To Speak and Write God’s Word (Ezekiel 11:5; 2 Peter 1:20, 21)

(Eze 11:5 KJV)  And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for I know the things that come into your mind, every one of them.

(2Pe 1:20 KJV)  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

(2Pe 1:21 KJV)  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

We trust and rely on the written Word as our guide and anchor of our faith.  Why can we be confident that mere men actually penned the expression of God Himself on parchment and paper?  God breathed truth into the word of obedient writers, through the Spirit that filled their hearts.  The bible has proven itself thousands of times to be the very credible truth we need.  It has been and always will be verified by history and future events, for the Spirit of God can only reveal truth.
