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The Supremacy of Christ
I. Our Image of God (Colossians 1:15-19)

A. Christ Is God and Creator (vv. 15, 16)

(Col 1:15 KJV)  Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

(Col 1:16 KJV)  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

The letter to the Colossian church was written at least partly to counter error and heresy being taught about the nature of Christ.  Jesus was completely clear about His identity and mission when He spoke on earth, but that truth was being twisted and corrupted by the reasoning of deceived individuals.  A system of thought was in formation during this period of time that would later become known as Gnosticism.  In this errant theology, Jesus was a part of a hierarchy of spiritual beings between God and man, not the unique Son of God.  Paul gave no ground to this heresy, but staunchly defended the truth about Jesus.  Christ is the God-man, the unique One Who is our mediator.  No one else can be for us what He is.  He both created us and rescued us.  He is not like God, He IS God.  Everything the Bible proclaims about Jehovah in the Old Testament and the Father in the New, can be equally applied to Jesus Christ.
B. Christ Is Preeminent (vv. 17, 18)

(Col 1:17 KJV)  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

(Col 1:18 KJV)  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Jesus is preeminent.  That means He is first.  First how?  He was before creation, and He made all creation, so He is preeminent above creation.  He released His place to live among us and die for us, so, as the scripture states,  the Father exalted His name above all names and made Him to be the Head of the Church.  No one and nothing can replace or remove Him from His preeminent position.  He is first of all and second to none.
C. God’s Fullness Is in Christ (v. 19)

(Col 1:19 KJV)  For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;

The eternal plan of salvation was formulated by God before creation existed.  The Father intended for His Son to encompass reality.  God is jealous to be worshipped as the One and only Lord, but He is not selfish in His Person.  When the Son is glorified, so is the Father, because they are One.
(Mat 28:18 KJV)  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
(Eph 1:3 KJV)  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

(Eph 1:4 KJV)  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

(Eph 1:5 KJV)  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

(Eph 1:6 KJV)  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

(Eph 1:7 KJV)  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

(Eph 1:8 KJV)  Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;

(Eph 1:9 KJV)  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:

(Eph 1:10 KJV)  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

II. Our Reconciliation (Colossians 1:20-23)

A. Peace Through Christ (v. 20)

(Col 1:20 KJV)  And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

Sin, the rebellion from and transgression of the will and law of God, has separated creation from its Source.  If there were no way of reconciliation provided, all creation would disintegrate and disappear, because God will not violate His own law and nature by tolerating rebellion.  Jesus is the Way of reconciliation, the Lamb that atones for sin.  Through Him alone we have a way back to the Father.
B. Reconciled to God by Christ (vv. 21, 22)

(Col 1:21 KJV)  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled

(Col 1:22 KJV)  In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:

We cannot boast of our worth before God.  We are worthless, until washed in the blood of Christ.  That washing makes us holy and justified, able to rejoin the family of God, a thing impossible before or without the sacrifice of the Lamb.
C. If We Continue in the Faith (v. 23)

(Col 1:23 KJV)  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

Salvation is a gift we cannot purchase or earn, but we can abandon it by stopping short of the goal, or by choosing to believe a lie.  It matters what we believe, just as it matters that we live obedient to the truth we believe.  This was the horrific danger Paul wanted to warn the Colossians of.  None of us believe and know the perfect truth, but God intends for His children to walk in the truth He reveals and avoid tweaking it to fit our preferences.  Moral relativism and post-modernism are easing the paths of multitudes into hell.
III. Our Hope of Glory (Colossians 1:24-29)

A. We Serve God for Christ’s Sake (vv. 24-26)

(Col 1:24 KJV)  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:

(Col 1:25 KJV)  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

(Col 1:26 KJV)  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:

Our lives as believers belong to Christ.  He will faithfully put us into ministry, as He did for Paul.  We will not have the same tasks to accomplish, but the calling to service is the same.  We labor, not for salvation, but for love.  Jesus is more than worth our best and highest.  To be a member of His church and participant in His plan is the greatest path we can walk in this life.
B. Christ Is Our Hope of Glory (v. 27)

(Col 1:27 KJV)  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

He is our Hope, for life, for eternity, for a glorious culmination and vindication of our faith in Him, for reward for obedience, for everything worth the strife and suffering we encounter.  The fact is, we are going to suffer in this life.  Broken creation will cause us to suffer.  Why go through all this now and have worse to come when we leave here?  How much better it is that we have a certain hope in Jesus Christ.
C. Proclaiming Christ (vv. 28, 29)

(Col 1:28 KJV)  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

(Col 1:29 KJV)  Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

Paul was both sincere and assertive in his faith,  proclaiming the truth he passionately believed and refusing to be quiet in the face of persecution, ridicule, or threats of death.  God used him powerfully because he believed powerfully and obeyed powerfully.  We can be like Paul in those characteristics.  Are we willing to advertise our loyalty to Christ when our culture tells us it is not cool to be religious?  Does the place our faith occupies in our lives match the place Jesus occupies in the universe?  If there is any consideration, object, or person that takes first place in our minds or hearts instead of Christ, we are guilty of idolatry no less than if we carved a block of wood and worshipped it as our god.
